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thetruthabouttrucks.com 


FORD F-150 


CHEVY SILVERADO 


*Based on best-in-class frame strength, towing and payload, when properly equipped. 
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‘RUTH 


ALL TRUCKS ARE NOT CREATED EQUAL. 


Ford F-150 is built with a monstrous, integrated front support structure. This 
design helps contribute to overall structural stiffness. It also helped F-150 
become the only full-size pickup to earn the government’s 5-Star front driver 
and passenger crash test rating, and “Best Pick” honors from the Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety in 40-mph offset frontal crash testing. 


Now look at Chevy Silverado. Once the fenders are removed, no integrated 
front structure at all. What kind of support do you want from your truck? 


See the difference. Decide for yourself. 


NOBODY BUILDS A STRONGER TRUCK THAN THE FORD F-150-" 
THAT’S THE TRUTH ABOUT TRUCKS. 


Learn more at; thetruthabouttrucks.com 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


The Terri-Bulls? Not anymore. 
2 A An influx of youthful energy has 

Chicago more concerned with 
playoff positioning than lottery luck. 


12 Sweet anticipation 
Your Sporting News Radio and FOX television guide 
to Super Bowl weekend. 


i4 Return of the middleman 


was hx Jeremiah Trotter left the Eagles for 
Dy. p ~ more money three years ago but 
has been able to mend fences— 
and Philly's defense—since his 
return. By Paul Attner 
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sack losers to Sizzling contenders 
in a season that has been 


dominated by young, rising stars. : I i Lhe ii 
} Send your e ial € ants ; ‘nie snior VP/Editorial Director John Katwlings 
By Sean Deveney | ) editorial comments or complaints to Senior VP/Editoric 


at rawlings @ sportingnews.com, 


Listen to Sporting News Radio online at radio.sportingnews.com or on XM Satellite Channel 143, 


The year was 1934. Prohibition had ended, And James 


es) Bean Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskap 40% Alo/Vol 
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There are plenty of playoff races and good young players to watch in the 
NBA's second half (see page 24), but for those of you more interested in the 
juicier story lines, there will be a lot to watch, too. 


“uw 


lone. In or out, buddy? Malone has flirted with returning to just 

about every championship contender, but heading into the second half stretch, 

a decision is nigh. Still no ring, still 1,459 points behind Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, 

still red-faced from the “hunting little Mexican girls” accusation ... is 
this how Malone wants to go out? 


ee Kobe B t. The Lakers handled themselves nicely 
: in 1 the absence of Bryant—Lamar Odom scored and 
> | rebounded, Chucky Atkins shot, and Luke Walton actually 
. -, ‘got to play. Bryant likes to think his teammates flock to 
him the way squirrels flocked to St. Francis of Assissi. Not 
quite. Perhaps the time away from the floor will make 
Bryant realize that the Lakers have 
several other NBA players on the 


e # roster, and he might warit to 
@ J use them, 


2, > Pistons. Anyone 
awake here? The team 
@ - sleepwalked through the first 
i half, and there's no sign of a 
wakeup call. Is it the nagging of 
Larry Brown? Is it the subpar 
showing of Rasheed Wallace? Is it 
the gimpy bench? Is it all, some- 
how, Darko's fault? 
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6. The sixth seed in the 
East will be where it's at, most 
likely for the Bulls, Wizards, 
Magic or Pacers. That's because 
No. 3 in the East goes to the 
Atlantic “champions,” who could 
be below .500. In that scenario, 
the No. 6 seed actually would 
get home-court advantage. Get 
ready for some odd late-season 
ane: 


;. Both teams 
have done well and i egal win 55 


. games. So why is it that it feels 
Yo, Mailman. Whatever like neither has a real chance to 


happened to that whole win the West? Anyone know the 
rain-or-shine thing? Heimlich? —Sean Deveney 


Agent: Cubs will ‘rue 


SPORTING NEWS . 


ill ‘rue the day’ they let old; selfish, overpriced slugger get away Mets’ RHP Benson better not even look at Piazza’s new Wife 
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THE BCS MESS 


Clean-up details 


The BCS commissioners are meeting in 
Dallas this week with representatives from the four BCS 
bowls, and they will begin to hammer out a rankings 
system that does not include the Associated Press poll. 

But that doesn’t mean anything important is going to 
happen—which, considering the history of the BCS, 
shouldn't be surprising. There likely won't be any 
serious strides made until the BCS meetings in April. 

And if there isn’t significant closure then, look for ' 
university presidents to begin talking about taking the 
system back to where it was before the BCS. In that 
scenario, unbeaten Southern California, Oklahoma and 
Auburn would have played in three different bowl games 
because of specific conference tie-ins. 

There are two possibilities for a new rankings system: 
keep the current system of the coaches poll and 
computer polls and add another human poll element, or 
form a selection committee such as the one college 
basketball uses for its championship tournament. 

—Matt Hayes 


YOU HEARD IT HERE 


‘Freddie Mitchell 
cant hold my jock. 


He’s a joke.’ 


—Panthers wide receiver 

Steve Smith, on Sporting News 
Radio, making not-so-nice with 
his Eagles counterpart, who 

was drafted in the first 

round in 2001, two 

rounds ahead of Smith, 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


A world awaits Pro Bowl LXIX 
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BIG HURTS 


Say it loud and 
proud, Dee Brown: 
‘We’re No. 7!’ 
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FEBRUARY MADNESS 


Really Pertinent Info? Not yet 


American impatience being what it is, we once again are in 
the premature panic portion of the college basketball season. 

Who is panicking? The people who pay regular attention to 
the Ratings Percentage Index (RPI) standings. 

The RPI is a computer ranking employed by the NCAA 
Tournament selection committee to help choose and seed 
teams. The formula gives credit for won-lost records and 
schedule strength and, for the first time, is weighted to reward 
teams that play road or neutral-court games. 

But looking at the RPI so soon is like looking at an artist’s 
canvas after he has swiped his brush across it three or four 
times. You can’t get a sense of the whole picture until it’s nearly 
complete. 

So nobody should be too uptight about these anomalies: 

Illinois is No. 7. The Illini are undefeated but weighed down 
by nine games against teams rated 150th or worse. So what? 
Illinois still has nine top 50 wins, the most of any team. 

Southern Illinois is No. 15. The Salukis are 7-5 against top 
100 teams. They've got five such games left. If they don’t win 
most, they'll fall. 

Pittsburgh is No. 67. Wait, no, that was before the Panthers 
beat Syracuse. Now they are No. 46. They gradually are erasing 
the stain of their weak nonleague schedule. They are 2-0 
against RPI top 30 teams and play four more. That will bring up 
their average. 

The Pac-10 is No. 2 among conferences. That's nice, but 
against the other five BCS conferences, the Pac-10 is 10-12. 
Though ranked behind the Pac-10, the Big East was 16-10 in 
such games, and the Big 12 was 18-14. —Mike DeCourcy 


Walton 


Too late for a T.0. 


Although Eagles fans no doubt would feel shortchanged by the absence : 
of a healthy Terrell Owens for the Super Bowl, they aren't the first fans to: 
see their team play its most important game(s) without a key player. 
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Howe ’bout them Red Wings. In a 


Stanley Cup semifinal game against 
Toronto in 1950, 


Gordie Howe flies 


Mr. Hamstring. Reggie Jackson suffers a 


hamstring injury in 1972 while stealing home 
against Detroit in the fifth and deciding game of 


THE RATING GAME 


Twice as ice 


ESPN is having twice the 
fun without NHL games to 
broadcast. Last season, 
NHL games brought the 
network a pitiful 0.2 aver- 
age rating. This season's 
fill-in programming—mostly 
college basketball—is 
double that average, 0.4. 
An ESPN spokesman says 
that this year, unlike last 
year, hockey games 
wouldn't have been subject 
to regional blackouts, so 
ratings were expected to go 
up. Of course, they really 
couldn't have gone down. 
And as each day passes, it 
looks less and less as if 
ESPN is going to find out 
what would happen. Bring 
on the Demon Deacons; 
the Devils have no games 
to play. —Kara Yorio 


Martin 


headfirst into 
the boards 
and suffers 
a concus- 
sion, 
broken 
nose, frac- 
tured right 
td cheekbone 
—= and scratched 
EES eyeball. Howe is 
done for the postseason, but 
the Red Wings aren't—they go on to win 
the Stanley Cup with a seven-game 
triumph over the Rangers. 


TSN ARCHIVES 


Cavs’ ligauskas: This is my team’ epc 


4 the ALCS. The injury forces Jackson to miss the A’s 
: rst World Series appearance in 41 years, against 
: the Reds. The underdog A’s win in seven games. 


RUSS REED 


Unclean Bill of health. 
After leading Portland to its 
only NBA title in 1977, Bill 
Walton is even better the 
following season, leading 
the Blazers to a 50-10 
start. But he suffers a stress 
fracture in his foot, misses 
the rest of the regular sea- 
son and plays in only two 
playoff games. The Blazers 
succumb to Seattle in six 
games in the Western 
Conference semis. 


K-Mart is closed, After being 


> ranked No. 1 in the country for 

: most of the 1999-2000 season, 

: Cincinnati is primed to make a 

: long run in the NCAA Tournament 
: behind Kenyon Martin, college 

: basketball's consensus Player of 

: the Year. But Martin suffers a 

: broken leg in the Conference USA 
: tournament and is sidelined for 

: the remainder of the season. The 


Bearcats are dispatched from the 


NCAAs quickly, in-the second 
: round by Tulsa. —Dave Sloan 
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NICKELODEON 
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On a conference call with the media last week, Mike Piazza said he was looking forward 
to catching Pedro Martinez and that, no, he isn’t a fan of 


HERE’S THE DEAL: 
A bunch of NBA 
players are cards! 


The NBA has entered a licensing 
agreement with All Pro Deal, allow- 
ing caricatures of superstars 
Shaquille O'Neal, Yao Ming, Tracy 
McGrady, LeBron James and 
Carmelo Anthony to appear on 
playing cards. (Yao is a queen— 
ouch!) Initially, the plan was to 
include some Atlanta Hawks, 
too, but then it would have 
been impossible to draw a full 
house. 


Before signing Carlos Delgado, 
Marlins officials did a study of his 


that 31 of 
them would 
have gone 
out of their 
spacious 
home park. 
And they figure 
that the one 
that wouldn't 
have still 
would've been 
dropped by Raul 
Mondesi. 


a 
THE HOST WITHOUT THE MOST 
A man took out a $17,000 full-page ad in Jacksonville's Florida Times-Union so he could tell his estranged wife he was sorry and 


beg her to return to him. That seems like wasted money. Considering the timing, he should have used that money to take her to the 
Super Bowl, and he still would have had enough money left over to land a good table at J-ville’s nice restaurant. 


IN THIS CASE, THE CAMERA WOULD 
HAVE TO TAKE OFF 70 POUNDS 


In an upcoming film, Kevin Costner plays an old ballplayer 
who's described as being a “goofball” a “meathead” and 
“having a long-neck beer bottle perpetually in hand.” The 
movie is called The Upside of Anger, which is a 2 


little catchier than The David Wells Story. 
Baan 
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More evidence that lefthanded 
pitchers never die 
Fly has learned that fans of 
Fernando Valenzuela can follow 
his pitching exploits with 
Mexicali of the : 


Mexican League 
hy tuning in to 
‘ESPN Deportes. . 
Or you can 

pick up the 
simulcast on 


ESPN Loco. 


Hey, didn’t you used 
Ipsi fe: to be a Plaxico Burress 
cates jersey in Pittsburgh? 


BURRESS 
we 
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32 home runs in 2004 and determined 


DAVID DUROCHIK FOR TSN 


JOSE LUIS MAGANA / AP. 
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BOB HILLE’S 
STARTING 


@@) The Super 
i) Bowl. Wow, 

Mm the FCC has 
FOX and advertisers 
Playing it really con- 
servative. In fact, | 
hear Tiki and Ronde 
Barber are the new 
Coors Light twins. 


) Baseball 

owners. 
iThey're back 
to their old ways, 
spending money 
hand over fist with 
little regard for the 
long-term effect. And 
you thought a fran- 
chise in Washington, 
D.C., wouldn't have 
an impact. 


Daytona 

testing. The 

new Chargers 
performed better 
than expected in 
January, which 
means only one 
thing: Clearly, Marty 
Schottenheimer 
wasn't involved, 


The Senior 

; Bowl. Virtually 

every player 
there passed the 
eyeball test ... as in, 
when | consider that 
they'll make more in 
one contract than | 
Will in my lifetime, 
| baw, 


The NBA. |s 

it just me? 

When I'm 
treading about TV 
starlets linked 
romantically to play- 
ers, I'm thinking of a 
spinoff series: 


Desperate Midwives. 
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Joe Buck 


> FOX Sports’ lead play-by-play announcer for the NFL and MLB 
> Frequent guest on Sporting News Radio 


Time to break out the hair dye 


One thing is for sure when it comes to this year's 
Super Bowl: The winner will see red 


ell, here it is: the 

moment I have been 

waiting for my whole 

career. This week, 

something magical will 
happen in Jacksonville, and | 
know I will never be the same. I, 
Joseph Francis Buck, will get to 
play the TPC at Sawgrass. I cannot 
wait to stare down the island 
green on 17 and dunk an over- 
priced Titleist into the drink. That 
will be unforgettable. 

Oh, yeah, I'm calling the Super 
Bowl, too. Will the game be mem- 
orable? Who knows? History 
says the odds are against it, but I 
am a dreamer, and I believe the 
Eagles’ odds of winning are far 
better than Vegas says they are. 
The Eagles will figure owt a way 
to score on that swarming New 
England defense. | mean, 
c’mon—it’s Donovan McNabb! 
There is no way you can pin him 
down and make him that kind of 
an underdog. 

Crazier things have happened. 
Did anyone think Clay Aiken, with 
that dopey look, had a chance to 
win American Idol the first time 
they saw him? OK, he didn’t win, 


Ruben Studdard did, but that is 
not important. The important 
thing is we all love Clay now and 
cannot get enough of his music. 
“If I was invisible ...”? Fess up, 
Aiken, you know you have us right 
where you want us—eating out of 
the palm of your pale hand. 

And what were the odds of 
Conan O'Brien becoming a suc- 
cessful talk show host and the 
heir to the Carson throne? Not 
believable if I think back to the 
first time I saw him after he took 
over at NBC for David Letterman. 
He was awkward and nervous and 
wore a pompadour. Now he is 
considered the hippest dude of 
late night, just waiting for the 
dancing Itos to carry Jay Leno off 
to TV Land. 

What do Conan and Clay have 
in common? It's a redhead thing. 
These “reds” are defying odds and 
taking over the world one piece at 
a time. The earliest sign of the 
redhead revolution should have 
been obvious. It happened in 1993 
when Lyle Lovett convinced (Jedi 
mind-tricked) Julia Roberts to 
marry him. Wow! That might have 
been the beginning of the 


Michael Vick is a bust! He is the most overrated and over 
quarterback in pro football. —Lewis Gross, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


See that carrot hue in 
Reid’s mustache? That’s 
the sign of success, baby. 


The most obvious examples 
of the power of red: 

Ronald McDonald and Donald 
‘The Chick Magnet’ Trump. 


apocalypse, and we just didn’t 
catch it. Lovett is not of this 
earth, because there is no way 
anyone could overcome those 
odds. Make no mistake, there is 
red in that crazy, gravity-defying 
hair of his. Trust me, there is no 
other way to explain it. 

I don’t want to make this like 
The Da Vinci Code, but it is all 
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MYTURN 3 


there for us to see. The signs all 
point to the color red. Under the 
odd white wig George Washington 
wore? That's right, a 
head full of glorious red 
locks. Want something 
more current? More dis- 
turbing? Flip on your TV 
and wait for the next 
AT&T ad. What do you 
see? Yes, it’s Scott 
“Carrot Top” Thompson, 
and he is getting paid for 
that! How many hit 
records did the 
Eurythmics have after 
Annie Lennox dyed her 
hair blond? What hap- 
pened to Cyndi Lauper? 
You guessed it—she’s not 
red anymore. 

Finally, the most obvi- 
ous examples of the 
power of red in society 
today, two men who personify 
success: Ronald McDonald (600 
billion served can’t be wrong) and 
Donald “The Chick Magnet” 
Trump, How many bankruptcies 
can one man file and still buy a 
golf course? 

The winner of Super Bowl 39: 
the Eagles. Why? Andy Reid. He 
is the mastermind who got 
Philadelphia through the NFC, and 
he is big and red. The Eagles will 
overcome the odds and win. Or 
they will cover. Or they might 
lose. I am not sure. I heard Bob 
Kraft dyes his hair. > TSN 
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WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE: 


Player of the Year — 

i : 
Peyton Manning 
COLTS 


or Peyton Manning, it is all about hard 
work and preparation and focus. If you can 
master those things. everything else—the 
statistics, the victories, the accolades 
comes along for the ride. Certainly, few quarter- 
backs have enjoyed a more rewarding regular season 
than the one Manning experienced this fall. climaxed 
by his record 49 touchdown passes 
““T have tried to get better every year, and I feel | 
should get better every year,” he says. “I am a year : 
older, | am in the same system, | am more comfortable, : 4! - ) 


we have better timing. All those things should show in a 1 a 
better results.” = . 


For his accomplishments this past season, including 
1,557 passing yards, a completion percentage of 67.6 
and a league-record rating of 121.1, Manning, 28, has 
been chosen Srortinc News Player of the Year for the 
second straight season by a panel of league pro per- 
sonnel executives, Manning received 21 of 23 votes, 
with one vote going to Terrell Owens of the Eagles and 
one abstention. 

“Lremember when I first got into the league, | 
thought how it would be nice to have a year when you 
were the best,” he says. “hat means your team is 
probably winning, To win it for the second time, lam 
very honored. | am very appreciative of the opportuni- 
ty and of my teammates and coaches for putting me in 
this position. /know how hard it is to win games and 
to have some success, and | appreciate the chance | 
am getting.” 

It is difficult to completely comprehend the season 
produced by Manning: the numbers are that dazzling, 
But the consistency of his career also is impressive. 
He is the only player to throw for 1,000 yards in six 
consecutive seasons and the first to throw for 3.000 in 
his first seven. He also has started 112 straight regu- 
lar-season games, having never missed a start sinee he 
became a Colt. in 1998. And just think: He says he 
wants to play another 10 years orso 

“It has been a fun ride this year,” he says. “Some of 
the individual accomplishments have been nice, and 
they have coincided with the team winning. That has 
been the real fun Pais 


8 . SPORTING NEWS . 2/41/05 


TSN’s 2004 
All-Pro team 


OFFENSE 


WR Marvin Harrison, Colts 
WR Terrell Owens, Eagles 
TE Antonio Gates, Chargers 
T Walter Jones, Seahawks 
T Orlando Pace, Rams 

G Alan Faneca, Steelers 

G Brian Waters, Chiefs 

C Jeff Hartings, Steelers 
QB Peyton Manning, Colts 
RB Edgerrin James, Colts 
RB Curtis Martin, Jets 


DEFENSE 
E 


Dwight Freeney, Colts 
E Julius Peppers, Panthers 
T _ Richard Seymour, Patriots 
T Kevin Williams, Vikings 
LB James Farrior, Steelers 
LB Ray Lewis, Ravens 
LB Takeo Spikes, Bills 
CB Champ Bailey, Broncos 
CB Chris McAlister, Ravens 
S Brian Dawkins, Eagles 
S Ed Reed, Ravens 


SPECIALISTS 

K Adam Vinatieri, Patriots 

P_— Shane Lechler, Raiders 

KR Terrence McGee, Bills 

PR Eddie Drummond, Lions y 


TSN’s Player of the Year, Rookie of 
the Year and All-Pro team were 
determined in voting by 23 NFL 
pro personnel directors. The 
Coach of the Year was deter- 
mined by 28 NFL head coaches. 
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Rookie of the Year 


Ben Roethlisberger STEELERS 


One by one, the invitees were 
summoned on stage at The 
Theater at Madison Square Garden 
last April as NFL commissioner 
Paul Tagliabue announced their 
selections in the NFL draft. Eli 
Manning ... Robert Gallery ... 
Philip Rivers ... Kellen Winslow ... 
Roy Williams ... DeAngelo Hall. By 
then, the only player left in the 
green room was Miami (Ohio) 
quarterback Ben Roethlisberger. 

After he was picked 11th overall 
by the Steelers, it looked as if 
Roethlisberger would have to 
endure another wait. Then Tommy 
Maddox suffered an elbow injury, 
and in the second game of his NFL 
career, Roethlisberger moved from 
the sideline to the huddle. 

Such a sudden turn of events 
would have caused the world to 
spin wildly on its axis for most 
rookies. But the 6-4, 242-pound Roethlisberger dis- 
played stoutness in accordance to his size. 


Roethlisberger won his first 14 starts, including a play- 


off game against the Jets, before the Steelers lost in 
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For his performance, Roethlisberger was the over- 
whelming choice as the Sportinc News Rookie of the 
Year in balloting by NFL pro personnel directors. He 
received 20 of the 21 full votes cast. Seahawks safety 
Michael Boulware received one 
vote, and one scout divided his 
ballot among four rookies. 

“That’s obviously quite an 
honor when it comes from peo- 
ple who watch it and know the 
sport the best,” Roethlisberger 
Says. “It just makes it that 
much greater of an award.” 

Roethlisberger completed 
196 of 295 passes (66.4 per- 
cent) for 2,621 yards and 17 
touchdowns, with 11 intercep- 
tions. His passer rating (98.1) 
is the highest ever by an NFL 
rookie. But more impressive 
than his numbers were the 
leadership and poise he 
exhibited. 

“I think he gained the 
respect of his teammates very 
quickly by being a studious 
guy, by being a gym rat, by 
wanting to get better every- 
day,” says one AFC pro personnel director. “When he 
came in, they did not miss a beat.” = 

Roethlisberger, 22, is the first quarterback to win 
TSN’s Rookie of the Year award since Dan Marino in 
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the AFC championship game. 


Coach of the Year 
Bill Cowher STEELERS 


If, back in September, you had been told the 
Steelers would be forced to start a rookie quar- 
terback for 13 regular-season games, how many 
games would you have expected them to win? 

Well, they won 15, nine more than a year ago 
and more than any team has won in six seasons. 
Their success was a reflection of their coach, Bill 
Cowher, who won the Sportinc News Coach of the 
Year award in voting by head coaches. He 
received 11 of the 28 votes cast, one more than 
the Chargers’ Marty 
Schottenheimer. The 

Falcons’ Jim Mora 
came in third with 
three. 

“?’'m honored and 
flattered,” Cowher 
says. “In our profes- 

sion there are a lot 
of good coaches. 

This is nothing 

more than a reflec- 
tion of the assistant 
coaches on this staff, the 

players, (director of football 
operations) Kevin Colbert 
and the whole organization.” 
The vote that gave Cowher the 


1983. —Dennis Dillon 


award was cast by Schottenheimer, Cowher’s 
mentor. The two worked together for seven 
years, when Cowher was an assistant under 
Schottenheimer in Cleveland and Kansas City. “It 
was an outstanding performance highlighted by 
15 consecutive victories,” Schottenheimer said, 
alluding to the Steelers’ run of 14 regular-season 
wins and their playoff victory over the Jets. 
Cowher, 47, is the longest-tenured coach in the 
NFL, having spent 13 years in charge of the 
Steelers. This season, Cowher energized the 
defense by bringing back coordinator Dick 
LeBeau, who had held the position from 1995-97. 
Players such as inside linebacker James Farrior 
and strong safety Troy Polamalu reached new 
performance levels in LeBeau’s scheme. 
Offensively, Cowher wanted the Steelers to 
return to their smashmouth roots, and they 
became the best power running team in the NFL. 
They could beat you with Duce Staley, or they 
could beat you with Jerome Bettis. And they 
could even beat you with the rookie quarterback, 
Ben Roethlisberger, who was coached brilliantly. 
Roethlisberger took over as the starter for 
Tommy Maddox in Week 3. Injuries never seemed 
to bother the Steelers, who also played for 
stretches without Staley, wide receiver Plaxico 
Burress, guard Kendall Simmons, nose tackle 
Casey Hampton, inside linebacker Kendrell Bell 
and cornerback Chad Scott. 
Good coaching overcomes a lot of setbacks, as 
Cowher has proved time and again. —Dan Pompei 
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WITH THE SIERRA HD, DEPENDABILITY COMES STANDARD. 


SAS SALUTES THE WORK ETHIC OF THE NFL AWARD-WINNERS. 


MOST STARTS IN A SEASON. 


- COWBOYS-—Their brawn would 
beat Belichick’s brains 


The only way Tom Brady’s Patriots could 
beat Troy Aikman’s Cowboys would be if Bill 
Belichick were to out-scheme Dallas. That 
would be a triumph for coaching over talent, 
but I won’t make that bet, I'll take the roster 
of superstars. 

The Cowboys were loaded. From 
Aikman’s passing to Michael Irvin’s 
receiving to Emmitt Smith’s running to 
Larry Allen’s blocking, this was a star-laden 
offense. On defense, end Charles Haley 
applied pressure while Deion Sanders 
absorbed half the field. That’s six certain 
Hall of Famers, plus another 13 Pro Bowl players from 1992-95, when 
Dallas won three Super Bowls and advanced to the NFC championship 
game the other year. Overall, the Cowboys won playoff games in six 
consecutive seasons. 

if the Patriots beat the Eagles—certainly no done deal—they will have 
matched the Cowboys with three titles in four years, but their off year 
was a complete playoffs whiff. As for talent, New England has but one 
Canton possibility—Brady—to go with eight other Pro Bow! participants 
over the past four years. And two of those guys were special teamers, 

Obviously, Belichick’s coaching goes a long way. But Jimmy Johnson 
was no knucklehead. He won the 1992 championship with the youngest 
team in the league, then bagged Buffalo again the next year. 

The most convincing case for the Cowboys overcoming anything 
Belichick might devise? After Johnson left, they won a Super Bowl 
with Barry Switzer on the sideline. Now that’s a great group of 
players. —Mike Nahrstedt 
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< COUNTERPOINTS 
If the Cowboys of the 1990s played the Patriots of the 2000s, who would win? 


Brady 


iE HABIT Kirk Hintich (12), Ben Gordon (7) and mates blended hacky sack with 


a PATRIOTS—It’s better to be 
ae smart than strong 


The issue here isn’t talent. The stars on 
the Cowboys’ helmets were never more 
appropriate than during their ’90s run, and 
no one will confuse the Patriots’ lineup 
with a Pro Bowl roster. 

But even if the Patriots are short on 
talent, their emerging dynasty rarely falls 
short on the field: New England has won 14 
regular-season games each of the past two 
years in a league supposedly dominated by 
parity. Despite a talent-laden roster, the 
Cowboys never won more than 13—and 
they won 13 only once. 

Don't get caught thinking the Patriots merely eke out victories. The 
2004 Patriots’ average margin of victory (11 points) was higher than 
the Cowboys’ average in any of their '90s glory years, 

Corey Dillon has given New England the only thing it lacked: a true 
rushing threat. I'll be generous and let the Cowboys have Deion 
Sanders, though in truth, he played only nine regular-season games for 
Dallas’ dynasty (all in '95). Dallas’ secondary still didn’t have the depth 
to handle New England’s multireceiver sets. 

Belichick’s schemes would flummox Jimmy Johnson/Barry Switzer 
just as they have every other NFL coach. Troy Aikman, Emmitt Smith 
and Michael Irvin would be a handful, but can’t the same be said of the 
Colts’ stars the past two seasons? Belichick made league MVP Peyton 
Manning look like younger brother Eli. And don’t forget the Pats’ Super 
Bowl victory after the 2001 season. Matched up against a St. Louis jug- 
gernaut, the Patriots found a way to win. They would do the same 
against the Cowboys of the 90s. —Rob Hurtt 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


2 . PRO FOOTBALL 
A book with upside AE iitadesas 

In 1935, Eagles owner Bert Bell, . on eye 
tired of getting waxed by the deep- 
pocketed Redskins, Giants and Bears, 
proposed the revolutionary idea Of let- y, 
ting the teams with the worst records : 
select the best collegiate players. And y 
SO, the next year, when a group Of men 
gathered in a Philly hotel room, the NFL 
draft was born. 

Since then, the draft has been held in secret (to keep top play- 
ers out of the rival AFL), had its name changed (to “preferred 
negotiations list,’ in deference to the military draft), developed a 
language all its own (He's got upside) and evolved into the two- 
day, high-stakes media extravaganza we all know and love today. 
And the only way to wrap your brain around it all is with the 
Sportinc News’ Complete Pro Football Draft Encyclopedia, which 
contains a list of every player ever drafted, every team’s year-by- 
year picks, every college that contributed a selection and a history 
of the draft. Order yours by calling 800-825-8508 or at 
Sportingngws.com/books. 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


hoops during a TSN photo shoot with the young Bulls, who are changing their losing ways 
(see page 24) and mounting a charge at the team’s first playoff berth in seven years. 
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SPORTING NEWS RADIO 


in Live from Jacksonville: Listen online 
: at radio.sportingnews.com or on XM 
; Satellite Channel 143 


Thursday, February 3 

{All times Eastern) 

7-9 a.m.: Murray in the Morning 

9-10 a.m.: Troy Aikman 

10 a,m.-noon: James Brown (guest host: 
Deion Sanders) 

Noon-3 p.m.: Jeff Rickard 

3-5 p.m.: Tim Brando 

5-6 p.m.: Troy Aikman (re-air) 

6-7 p.m.: Sporting News Central with 
Doug Russell 


Friday, February 4 
JeiQiaun.: Murray in the Morning 
10. Hoon: James Brown (guest host: 
Delon Sanders) 
Noon3 p.m.: Jeff Rickard 
3-6 pane Tim Brando 
. 67 pine Sporting News Central with 


Saturday (live from 
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Sunday, February 6 

1-5 p.m.: Sports Sunday 

Immediately following the game: Sporting 
News Radio’s Super Bow! Postgame Show 


NFL ON FOX 
Saturday, February 5 
{All times Eastern) 
3-4 p.m.: Road to the Super Bow! 
4-4:30 p.m.: Howie Long's Tough Guys 
4:30-5:30 p.m.: College All-Star Skills 
Challenge 


Sunday, February 6 

10-11 a.m.: NFL Films Presents: Buck, 
Aikman and Collinsworth—All Access 

11 a.m.-noon; Untold Stories of the 
Super Bowl 

Noon-1 p.m.: Tony Hawk's Underground 2 
Presents Boom Boom Huckjam 

1-2 p.m.: Best Darn Super Bow! Road 
Show Period 

2 p.m.-6;30 p.m: FOX NFL Sunday 
Super Bow! Pregame Show 


SUPER BOWL 39 
6:30 p.m. 
Patriots ys, Eagiés 


GERINE latest SuperBow! news and analysis 
plus seaeme Hom “NEL on FOX" personalities at 


Sa oris. clo, keywords; Wpléplayalis. 
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Sweet anti 


The key to Super Bowl success? Keep your 
head while those about you are losing theirs. 
Unless it’s part of the NFL Experience, during 

which fans can stand behind headless 
mannequins and have their pictures taken. 


yo weeks of equal parts overkill and adulation witha 
soupcon of actual analysis becomes the Super Bowl. For some, 
years of preparation comes to this. The wait is nearly over. 
This is the payoff for literally thousands of hours of work 
(and that doesn’t count time spent on Jimmy Johnson's hair). 
The stages are set, the mannequins at the NFL Experience in place, 
the stadium ready, game plans set and, yes, parties planned. 
Can the Eagles’ defense stop the Patriots? Turn the page. Are 
there stars unforeseen? Keep reading. 
But know this: Before the wraps are off the players this Sunday, 


only one thing is certain about the outcome: Ain’t nobody going to 
Disney World. 
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Eagles linebacker JEREMIAH TROTTER 
has evolved from an out-of-work player to a 
special teams contributor to a pivotal starter 


in the Super Bowl. 2 fa 

Not even he would 

have believed it— Not e A h NS 
wildest dreams 


t is last summer, and Jeremiah Trotter | 

is dreaming. He puts a lot of faith, lit- By Pau Attner 

erally, in dreams. He believes they 

are messages to guide his life. | 

But this one, well, this one he 
doesn't understand. This 
dream has him in an Eagles 
uniform, playing special 
teams, making a big 
play on a kickoff 
return. But how 
could that be? 
No way is he an 
Eagle, and he 
certainly isn’t a 
special teams 
player. Trotter usu- 
ally discusses his 
dreams with his pastor. But 
not this one, Eagles? Special 
teams? Lord, you sure you 
have the right guy here? 

Seven months later, after 
being an unemployed, unwanted 
former star, with no teams offer- 
ing a contract, frightened he 
could be facing career decisions 
long before the proper time, 
Trotter stands in the Eagles’ 
locker room and cries. He cries 
because he now is the starting 
middle linebacker of the newly 
crowned NFC champions and 
he remembers his dream 
and remembers the first 
three months of this sea- 
son, when he shoved 
aside his pride and 
became a full-time special 
teams standout, and he 
realizes how glad he is hie 
kept the faith—even when 
waking up in a non-beltev- 
ing sweat Seven months 
earlier, 


Trotter looms as an essential play- 
er in Super Bowl 39. As the Eagles’ 
pivotal run stopper, he will need to 
control Corey Dillon and force the 
Patriots to pass more than they want, 
allowing the Eagles to unleash their 
complex and formidable blitz 

packages. It’s difficult to 
decide which is more remark- 
able: that he is in a position 
of importance for this game 
or that his dream turned out 
to be so accurate, 
After all, this was the 

Trotter who ended his first 

tenure with the Eagles in an 
ugly shouting match with 
coach Andy Reid over contract 
differences. This was the 
Trotter who stalked out of the 
Eagles’ complex in April 2002, 
vowing never to return. This 
was the Trotter who received a 
$7 million signing bonus from 
the Redskins two weeks later, 

ruined a knee and played with 
such lack of discipline when he 
was healthy that Joe Gibbs cut 
him after taking over as coach 
last offseason. The Eagles cer- 
tainly didn’t want him back. They 
were happy with Mark Simoneau, 
his replacement, and besides, 
defensive coordinator Jim Johnson 
thought Trotter played just “OK” 
with Washington, And hadn't he 
rejected Philly once already? 

“| would never have expected to 
be here right now,” he says. “Not in 
a million years.” 

Trotter always has been one of 
those intriguing players whose rep- 
utation conflicts with coaching 
evaluations. 

In his first tenure with the Eagles, 
he is a reckless, physical, big-play 
guy who frequently free-lances out- 
side Johnson's carefully scripted 


FAMERS, 


Trotter still does his schemes. His style makes him a fan 
ax-chop celebration, but he favorite; he is an emotional, enter- 
plays with more discipline taining leader, with his ax-chop cele 
and is less prone to taking brations and constant yapping. His 
wild journeys outside the teammates love him, too; it's easy to 
Eagles’ defensive structure. be captivated by his huge personali- 
ty and hardy laugh, But for all the 
crushing hits, there are too many 
missed assignments. “Before, Trot 
was more worried about being in the 
Pro Bowl, being the best linebacker, 
being Ray Lewis,” says Johnson. “It 
Photos by wasn't about being the best team. 
Bob Leverone / TSN You try to make plays, but you can't 


guess.” He wants huge bucks to stay 


with the Eagles. They aren't overpay- 
ing for a guy who plays too much on 
his own, two Pro Bowls or not. 

That Trotter won't face the 
Patriots. Sure, he remains strong 
and aggressive, a pure, physical, 
blow-up tackler with a stunning 
explosive burst. But now, at 28, he 
is more disciplined, more attentive 
to detail, more patient, more willing 
to allow the defense to function cor- 
rectly and rely on others to execute 
their jobs, too, far less prone to wild 
journeys outside the structure. “He 
is a much better player because he 
had to work at getting here again; it 
wasn't given to him,” says Johnson. 
“And he is a different person, no 
question about that.” He is striking- 
ly more mature, more at peace with 
himself and life, his priorities less 
self-centered. 

“I am a different person,” he says. 
“lam definitely smarter as a player. 
I trust my eyes more. I am $0 much 
more patient; | allow the game to 
come to me instead of trying to 
make every play and get out of posi- 
tion like before. I learned a lot from 
what I went through. I had to work 
through my pride and ego and hum- 
ble myself and pray a lot, but | ama 
better person for it. And | am hav- 
ing the time of my life. | can’t even 
describe how much fun this is.” 

We'll never know, of course, if the 
Eagles would be in this Super Bowl 
without Trotter. But this much is 
obvious: Their run defense develops 
a glaring leak during the season, a 
defect capable of denying them a 
championship. Through eight games, 
they allow an average of 130.6 rush- 
ing yards, climaxed by Pittsburgh’s 
252 on November 7. Eight days later, 
Trotter starts for Simoneau, who is 
moved to the outside, In the next six 
games, the average drops to 83.5. In 
the NFC championship game, the 
Falcons, the league’s No. 1 running 
team, coming off a 327-yard 
avalanche against the Rams, are 
limited to 99; Trotter has a team-high 
eight tackles. Controlling the rush no 
longer is an Eagles concern. 


ours after tearing his ACL 
late in the 2002 season, 
Trotter is hospitalized, con- 
vineed his career is over. 
The phone rings. “Trot, how 
are you doing?” asks Andy Reid, 
Trotter is stunned. He has not spo- 


ken to his former coach since their 
screaming episode. But Reid, who 
also has deep religious convictions, 
doesn't believe in holding grudges. 
He respects Trotter and wants to 
wish him luck. “A pick-me-up call” is 
how Reid describes it. 

Nine months later, the Eagles are 
playing in Washington and a tear 
bomb is released near the Philly 
bench. Reid and Trotter wind up 
standing next to each other at mid- 
field. Trotter thanks Reid for mak- 
ing him a starter; Reid tells the 
player how much he admires his 
ability. Each man is pleased with 
the conversation. 

What Reid doesn’t know is how 
unhappy Trotter is in Washington. 
His knee is hurting, the team is los- 
ing, he is stuck in a read-and-react 
scheme that inhibits his aggressive- 
ness. And his coaches want him to 
be more disciplined. “We talked 
every day,” says the Rev. Anthony 
Gardner, pastor of Life Giving Word 
Christian Church in Delran, N.J, “I 
spent a lot of time in Washington. 
Blowing out his knee caused him to 
think a lot about his life.” 

If the knee problem starts the 
reshaping of Trotter’s spirituality, 
the jolt of being released by the 
Redskins last June opens the flood- 
gates. He expects quick job offers. 
None come. “He was the great 
Jeremiah Trotter on the streets, and 
no one was calling,” says Gardner. 
“He really got an eye-opener. It was 
an incredibly humbling experience.” 

Trotter soon has another dream. 
In it, he thanks Reid for calling him 
in the hospital. He also apologizes 
for his conduct in the contract 
negotiations. Afterward, Gardner 
tells Trotter it takes a strong person 
to say he is sorry, His agent gives 
him a cell phone number for Reid, 
who is fishing in the Rockies. On the 
day Trotter calls, Reid is having 
problems with reception. Trotter 
gets through on the first try. “As 
long as I stayed within this one-foot 
area, we could talk,” Reid says. “I 
thought, ‘Maybe this is meant to 
be.’ ” The two men express regret 
about the contract furor, Trotter 
says he wants to come back. Reid 
tells him he would have to play spe- 
cial teams, that he is happy with 
Shnoneav as a starter. 

“It took a man to make that call,” 
says Reid. “Here was a Pro Bow! 
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player willing to do what I asked. 
He’s a good person, and | felt he 
could help us.” Johnson was hesi- 
tant. “I am not saying I was real 
excited,” he says. “Maybe he could 
help us, but I was not going to plug 
him in right away. I was not going to 
give it to him. Maybe that was in 
our plan a little bit, make him 
appreciate (starting) a little more.” 

In July, the Eagles sign Trotter to a 
minimum contract of $750,000. 
Training camp proves difficult. He 
left a star, a locker room leader; now 
he’s a special teamer outside the 
spotlight. Linebackers coach Steve 
Spagnuolo rides him hard, harping 
on every mistake, demanding he be’ 
disciplined. This time, he must do it 
the Eagles’ way. “He had to swallow 
his pride, and | was interested in see- 
ing how he would do,” says line- 
backer Ike Reese, a close friend. “He 
handled it right; it was really impres- 
sive. He came in and didn’t force 
himself on anyone.” Some days, 
Trotter is embarrassed, “I would ° 
drop my head and cry,” he says. “It 
is tough on your pride. You remem- 
ber the glory days, and now it was 
this.” Once the season begins, he 
becomes a special teams force of Pro 
Bowl caliber. Still, he wants to start. 

In practices, Johnson watches 
him evolve, how he isn't gambling 
anymore, how he is staying within 
the scheme, how physical he 
remains. Johnson realizes he needs 
to get Trotter into the lineup. After 
the disaster against Pittsburgh, the 
change is easy. Trotter immediately 
energizes his teammates with his 
enthusiasm and vocal leadership. 
“He knew what we were missing,” 
says Reese. Seven weeks later, he is 
voted to the Pro Bowl. “Has it 
worked out better than | expected? 
Yes,” says Johnson. 

“He is a tackling machine,” says 
CBS analyst Solomon Wilcots, a 
former NFL defensive back. “His 
presence just made that defense 
physically tougher. He weighs 20 
pounds more than Simoneau, and it 
shows. But this Super Bowl will be a 
defining moment for him. If the 
Eagles can neutralize Dillon with 


As the Eagles’ pivotal run stopper, 
Trotter will need to control the Pats’ 
rushing game and force them to pass. 
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When I returned home from the 
NFC championship game and got 
online to read a story or two 
about the Eagles and Patriots, | 
couldn't believe how much 
already had been written about 
Super Bowl 39. Several stories 
were matching up the Philly 
offense against the New England 
defense and vice versa, all in great 
detail. 

Sheesh, | thought, we’ve got two 
weeks of this! 

The hype surrounding the 
Super Bowl was nuts when | 
played, but you can multiply that 
by 100 now. FOX Sports, which is 
broadcasting the game, will be all 
over it. The NFL Network promis- 
es “marathon coverage” of Super 
Bowl! week. That network didn’t 
even exist 10 years ago. Neither 
did the Best Damn Sports Show 
Period or Totally Football. The 
Internet was in its infancy, so your 
best bets to read about the game 
were magazines such as the 
SportinG News and your local 
newspaper. Now you Can access 
countless websites, each breaking 
down the game bit by infinitesimal 
bit. The media analysis is endless. 

That's because nothing is hap- 
pening for two weeks (unless you 
count the hourly updates on 
Terrell Owens’ ankle). Yet every- 


TROY AIKMAN 
~)) Hype! Drama! Story lines! 
Analysis! And a football game 


body with a laptop or 
microphone is weighing 
in on the game. The cov- 
erage runs the gamut 
from hard-core analysis of 
schemes and formations 
to thorough breakdowns 
of each player’s breakfast 
menu, depending on 
whether a sportswriter or 
somebody from E! is ask- 
ing the questions. 
Sometimes the sports- 
writers ask about break- 
fast, too. 

This can become tire- 
some, but you know what? 
It’s one of the reasons the” 
Super Bowl is the event 
that it is. Would millions of people 
plan parties every year around a 
game that, for most of them, 
doesn't include their favorite 
team? Shoot, many viewers don’t 
have a favorite team; this is the 
only football game they ever 
watch. But watch they do, 
because it’s the biggest entertain- 
ment event of the year, They know 
it’s big because everybody is talk- 
ing and writing about it for two 
weeks. Paul McCartney will sing at 
halftime. Former presidents Bush 


STEPHAN SAVOIA / AP 


Rodney Harrison patiently explains, for the 
umpteenth time, that he hates brown sugar 
on his oatmeal. 


and Clinton will be there, And the 
two best football teams on the 
planet will play each other. Can't 
forget that part. 

And despite all the analysis 
leading up to the game, no one 
really knows what will happen 
when 22 guys start knocking 
heads. I promise you, story lines 
will develop that no one expected. 
Someone unforeseen will make a 
play that changes the game. 
That’s what's great about the 
Super Bowl—none of it is scripted. 

It’s reality TV at its best. 


h The Troy Aikman show airs at 5 p.m. ET every Thursday through the Super Bowl 
“Ft, on Sporting News Radio. Listen online at radio.sportingnews.com, 


seven players, they can do what 
they want in the secondary. If they 
need an eighth guy, it swings to 
what the Patriots want.” 

Trotter knows this. But he knows 
he can't revert to his old habits and 
try to do too much. He'll tell his 
teammates, as he always does, to 
funnel all the plays “back to your 
boy, and I'll make the tackle.” He 
knows running backs once couldn't 
wait to play his Eagles. “They were 
lining up, happy,” But that has 
changed. “I took it personal,” he 
says. “I brought a confidence and 
attitude to our run defense. They 
turn a back into me, and I am going 
to put a knot on him.” 

He's getting excited as he talks, 
He is thankful the Lord gave him 
another chance in Philly. And now a 
Super Bowl. “I am an Eagle for life,” 
he finally says. “Why would I want 
to go anywhere else?” TSN 


Observations and opinions on the Eagles and Patriots from 
two pro scouts, one from the NFC and one from the AFC 


McNabb’s ability to make plays with 
his legs gives the Eagles an edge. 


Active days, restless nights 


When Troy Brown was strictly a receiver, he had no 
trouble sleeping. It's different now. “I lay down and my 
body is resting, but | got all these thoughts running 
through my head,” he says. “I’m always awake.” And that 
was before he started preparing for the Super Bowl. 
“Man, | don't know how much | will sleep in Jacksonville. 
I'm going to have to do a lot of meditating before | go to 
bed. | hope that'll ease my mind.” 

Brown, 33, has good cause to be restless. His is one of 
the most fascinating stories of this Super Bowl: a 12-year 
veteran asked by the Patriots midway through this season 
to become a defensive back covering mostly slot 
receivers. Oh, and you still might catch some passes and 
return kicks, too. Since then, he has been an obvious 
target for offenses, and he doesn't expect that to change 
Sunday. 

“| know | am a marked man. This No. 80 jersey sticks 
out like a sore thumb’ he says, chuckling. “It’s not been 
easy. | just believe in myself. Offense comes natural, but 
this other stuff, | have to put in most of my time there. 
So many calls and checks and different coverages. | am 
always worried | will let down my teammates. It just 
piles up. | have to stay strong-willed, say my prayers and 
hope for the best. It's gotten tougher every game. The 
opponents, the conditions, what the games mean.” 

His worst moment came when Dolphins receiver 
Derrius Thompson beat him on a 21-yard winning 


touchdown pass with 1:23 left in Week 15. “Hard to live with that one,” he says. 


Tom Brady is the smartest quarterback in the 
NFL. When you're in the playoffs and it’s win or 
go home, there’s probably no quarterback you'd 
rather have in terms of his ability to adjust to 
what defenses are trying to do to him. More than 
anything, it’s his leadership. He’s very calm under 
pressure, and his teammates kind of 
rally around that. ... Andy Reid does 
a great job of sticking with his game 
plan. He’s not overly excitable on 
the sideline, which I think is going to 
be a key because New England has 
scored first in 25 of its last 26 games. 
There are going to be trying times 
early in the game for the Eagles, but 
I think Andy and his coordinators 
will do a great job of keeping their 
team together. ... The most vulnera- 
ble area for the Patriots is the cor- 
nerback position, just because of the 
injuries they've suffered there. But 
it’s very hard to exploit it because 
they have such a smart front seven 
and a head coach and coordinator 
who give an offense so many differ- 
ent looks and coverages. ... | think 
Donovan McNabb gives the Eagles an 
edge. The Patriots really haven't 
faced a quarterback with his kind of abilities to 
make something happen with his legs. ... Adam 


JAY DROWNS / TSN; INSET BY ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


Brown has worked overtime to 
tackle his new role as part of 
the Patriots’ secondary. 


When the Patriots lost starting cornerbacks Tyrone Poole and Ty Law to injuries, their 
continued success seemed precarious. But that was before Brown, along with reserves 


Asante Samuel, Randall Gay and linebacker/safety Don Davis, demonstrated they 
could provide solid, consistent secondary play. “This is what it takes to be a Patriot, 
guys who are capable of learning and love to play and are unselfish” says Brown, who 
learned quickly enough to finish tied for second on the team with three interceptions. 


Vinatieri is special because he thrives on pres- 
sure. He’s unflappable in terms of his ability to 
block out everything around him and make clutch 
kicks. When he trots out there, the Patriots have 
‘no thoughts that, hey, he might miss this. ... 
Everybody knows Jevon Kearse is an effective 
speed rusher off the edge, but I don’t see him 
having a big impact in this game. New England 
has faced a lot of speed rushers—Jason Taylor, 
John Abraham, Dwight Freeney—so they're used to 
those kinds of guys. Plus, when the Patriots pass, 
they do a lot of three- and five-step drops and get 
rid of the ball fast. ... Mike Vrabel is one of the 
most underrated linebackers in the NFL. The only 
real knock on him is his flat-out playing speed, 
but he makes up for a lot of that with his effort 
and motor. Tedy Bruschi gets more attention 
because he’s a little bit faster and has a little 
more range. But Vrabel is definitely one of the key 
cogs in New England’s ability to stop the run. ... 
I'm not sure how much of a factor Jeremiah Trotter 
is going to be in this game. If New England comes 
out in that five-receiver spread set, I don’t think 
he’ll be quite as effective because he’s not as 
quick-twitched as some of the Eagles’ other line- 
backers. He’s not a liability in coverage, but it’s 
not his strength. ... Can Philly win without Terrell 
Owens? Yeah, I think they can. I think they've got 
a mind-set now that they're going to be playing 
without him. 


“You can't exaggerate the difficulty of what Troy has done,” says ESPN analyst Joe 
Theismann. “As a slot corner, it is really hard. You are on an island, the receiver is in 
the middle of the field, and you don't have the sideline to help you. To do this at his 


age, and with the specific skill set it takes, he is just a 
phenomenal athlete. But if | am the Eagles, | wotld force 
him to show me he can cover my receivers,” 

In the playoffs, Brown has been matched against the 
Colts’ Brandon Stokley, whose success forced the 
Patriots to give him help, and Antwaan Randle El of the 
Steelers. Now he is preparing for myriad formations and 
packages from the Eagles—and if Terrell Owens plays, it 
gets even more complicated. “I'll study lots of tape? he 
says. “But ultimately, you have to rely on your instincts. 
Lots of good corners guess and guess right. That’s what 
makes them good.” 

Brown first was told about his added duties before the 
Patriots played the Rams on November 7.’Brown felt 
complimented and fretful. “It was great the coaches 
believed | could do the job on defense,” he says. “But | 
knew | had no time to ease into it. | had to hold up right 
away,” It helped that he had played some cornerback in 

training camp; it was coach Bill Belichick’s master- 
ful way of anticipating potential needs. 

The transition all but ended his minutes at 

receiver. Three years after catching 101 

passes, he had just 17 receptions this sea- 

son. In a divisional playoff game against 
the Colts, he started at receiver (two recep- 
tions for 13 yards), played nickel corher and 
returned two punts for 28 yards. In the AFC 
championship game against the Steelers, he 
had one reception, two more punt returns and 
more work at corner. ' 


“I've done all right,” he says. “But sometimes, it's been frustrating. At receiver, you 
miss a pass and you come back and forget it. But on defense, when someone 
catches a pass on me, it’s a big adjustment. | get really upset” 

Now, he'd like a stress-free Super Bowl. But first, he needs some sleep. —PA. 
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These players don't 
command the spotlight, 


but they do command 
the attention of their 

Super Bowl opponents 
By Dennis Dillon 


he Super Bowl spotlight 
doesn't illuminate only 
guys named Bradshaw, 
Montana or Brady. 
Occasionally, it invites the 
unsung player into its 
beam. 

In 1981, for example, Raiders 
running back Kenny King caught a 
sideline pass from Jim Plunkett and 
sprinted 61 yards down the side- 
line, completing an 80-yard 
touchdown in Oakland’s 27-10 win 
over Philadelphia. Three years later, 
Raiders linebacker Jack Squirek 
intercepted Joe Theismann's pass 
and returned it 5 yards for a 
touchdown just before halftime in 
the Raiders’ 38-9 rout of the 
Redskins. Then there was Mike 
Jones, who made “The Tackle.” An 
unheralded linebacker for the 
Rams, Jones stopped receiver Kevin 
Dyson 1 yard short of the goal line 
on the final play, preserving a 23-16 
victory over the Titans in 2000, 

From A to W, an inside look at 
seven players in Super Bow! 39 who 
might be under the radar when it 
comes {6 recognition but who 
could play prominent roles: 
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Derrick Burgess, defensive end, Eagles 


Usually the starting right end, Burgess flip-flopped with left end Jevon Kearse in the 
NFC championship game because the Eagles wanted to prevent quarterback Michael Vick 
from rolling out to his left. Burgess did his part on the other side. He sacked Vick twice 
and made six tackles, helping limit the NFL’s top rushing offense to 99 yards. 

Burgess isn’t a dominant pass rusher or run stopper. And at 6-2, 266, he isn’t a particu- 
larly big end. But he is instinctive and explosive and uses good leverage."He’ll be matched 
up against Patriots left tackle Matt Light, who stymied Carolina end Mike Rucker in last 
year’s Super Bowl. 

No Eagles player—not even Donovan McNabb—is more eager about the Super Bowl 
than Burgess, who was absent for the team’s playoff runs in 2002 and 2003. He missed all 
but the first game in 2002 because of a foot injury and was lost for the entire 2003 season 
when he tore his Achilles’ tendon in practice three days before the opener. 


Keith Adams, 
linebacker, 
Eagles 


Primarily a backup 
who plays in nickel situa- 
tions, Adams started at 
weakside linebacker in 
the NFC championship 
game in place of injured 
Mark Simoneau and had 
seven tackles in the 
27-10 win over Atlanta. 
Even if Simoneau is 
active Sunday, Adams 
could get another start. 

Adams, who has a 
Super Bowl pedigree— 
his father, former 
Patriots defensive end 
Julius Adams, played in 
Super Bowl 20—was a 
seventh-round draft pick 
of the Titans in 2001, but 
he was cut by both 
Tennessee and Dallas 
before the Eagles picked 
him up in 2002, Adams (5- 
11, 223) is a physical play- 
er against the run and an 
explosive tackler for a 
small linebacker, His spe- 
cial teams prowess is 
what originally attracted 
the Eagles to him. 

Nicknamed “The 
Bullet” because of his 
speed and intensity, 
Adams is the wedge 
buster on the Eagles’ 
kickoff teams. He wears 
contacts and brings 
spare lenses to every 
game, “If they're not pop- 
ping out, that means I’m 
not hitting the wedge 
hard enough,” he says 
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Larry |zzo, 
special teams, 
Patriots 


In nine seasons (five with the 
Dolphins, four with the Patriots), 
Izzo never has started a game. But 
the backup linebacker is going to 
his third Pro Bowl because of his 
standout play on special teams, 
where his teammates feed off his 
attitude and intelligence. He has 
led his team in special teams tack- 
les each of the past six seasons. 

This is how much the Patriots 
coveted Izzo: When they signed 17 
unrestricted free agents during 

_the 2001 offseason that preceded 
their first Super Bowl victory, Izzo 
was the first guy they targeted. 
“We're not into the sizzle; we're 
into substance,” says a Patriots 
insider. “And he’s a high-sub- 
stance player.” 
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Randall Gay, 
cornerback, Patriots 


Gay, a rookie free agent out of LS j 
into the season competing for the nickel and 
dime roles. But a season-ending foot injury 
to Ty Law on October 31 thrust Gay into a 
starting role. He joined Asante Samuel, a 
second-year player who became a starter at 
the other cornerback spot when Tyrone 
Poole was lost for the season. 

Gay is a heady, physically tough player 
who during the regular season had 34 solo 
tackles, two interceptions and a fumble 
recovery he returned 41 yards for a touch- 
down. But he is playing in his first Super 

3owl as part of a patchwork secondary. 

“| think he’s a guy the Eagles are going to 
try to exploit, if they can,” says an AFC pro 
personnel director, “So he’s going to be a 
real pivotal player for New England on 
defense.” 
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BRIAN BALDINGER 
For the Patriots, winning 


is fundamental 


When I view game film, I notice 
defenders lying on the ground. They 
can’t make plays on the ground. But 
if they play with a good hase, with 
their feet beneath them and in good 
hitting position, they should be able 
to stay upright until they make a 
tackle, 

In the AFC championship game, 
Pittsburgh’s defenders had trouble 
staying on their feet. But not one 
Patriots defender slipped or fell. 
Not the entire game. That's good 
fundamental football, 

And that's what the Patriots are 
about. Yes, they display great team- 
work and selflessness. Their coach- 
ing is outstanding. But if Bill Belichick 
is a genius, it’s not so much about 
schemes as it is about teaching and 
demanding strong fundamental play 
and putting each player in the best 
possible position to succeed. 

| saw Patriots linebacker Ted 
Johnson bend his knees, get under- 
neath fullback Dan Kreider’s pads 
and melt him in the hole. | hadn't 
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seen that happen to Kreider all year, 
but that’s what happens with sound 
technique. The Patriots also made 
Alan Faneca, whom I consider the 
best guard in the league, look aver- 
age. Every time he'd be slightly off 
balance, Tedy Bruschi or somebody 
would square up, hit Faneca and 
knock him down. More good funda- 
mentals. And the way the Patriots’ 
offensive linemen handled stunts, 
well, you could use that game tape 
in a clinic. They were flawless, 
which was why Tom Brady almost 
never got touched, 

Belichick also is great about play- 
ing to players’ strengths. Linebacker 
Mike Vrabel, a Pittsburgh discard, 
can play rush end, outside line- 
backer and even tight end and full- 
back, but he isn’t strong in pass 
coverage. So, the Patriots typically 
don’t have him make zone drops or 
match up on a receiver. That's just 
smart coaching. 

The Eagles are very well- 
coached, Their roster has as many 


Greg Lewis, 


wide receiver, Eagles 


One of six undrafted rookies who made the Eagles’ 
roster in 2003, Lewis was the No. 4 wideout most of 
the season and also covered kicks and punts on 
special teams. But he moved up to the No. 3 role 
when Terrell Owens was injured in Week 15 and has 
stepped up big in the playoffs. 

In the NFC championship game, he caught a 
45-yard pass that set up the Eagles’ second touch- 
down and later took a pitch from Donovan McNabb 
on a reverse and ran 10 yards for a first down. The 
week before, in a divisional playoff win over 
Minnesota, Lewis had a 52-yard reception that set up 


a touchdown. 


Although he has a somewhat unique stride—he 
_ was nicknamed “Foots” at the University of Illinois 
because his feet went east and west when he ran— 
Lewis is the Eagles’ fastest wide receiver. Three of 
- his 17 catches in the regular season went for 20 , 


yards or more. 


Lewis might be fourth in line behind Owens, Todd 
Pinkston and Freddie Mitchell, but the Eagles 
thought enough of him to sign him to a five-year con- 
tract extension in late October. That might be 
unprecedented for an undrafted rookie in only his 
second season. Look for Lewis to continue his post- 
season streak and make at least one big play in the 


Super Bowl. 


stars as the Patriots’. And they're 
fundamentally solid—but not like 
New England. When Atlanta’s 
Warrick Dunn ran 10 yards for a 
touchdown in the NFC title game, 
the Eagles made about every mis- 
take possible, and a hole opened up 
that your grandmother could have 
run through. That’s just not sound 
football. 


Philadelphia could win this game. 
Donovan McNabb could outplay 
Brady, and Andy Reid could develop 
a game plan that makes Belichick 
wince. But I'm a firm believer that 
when you take care of the little 
things, the big things take care of 
themselves. 

The Patriots are masters of the 
basics. I have to give them the edge. 


Brian Baldinger, an offensive lineman for 12 NFL seasons, can be heard on Sporting News 
Radio and seen an FOX Sports. Listen online at radio.sportingnews.com. 
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L.J. Smith, pene end, Bees 


His full name is John 
Smith Ill. His initials 
stand for “Little John.” 
With Chad Lewis, the 
other half of Philly’s tight 
end duo, out after having 
foot surgery, the Eagles 
will need Smith to be 
more like Big John. 

Although Chad Lewis 
is a bigger target in the 
red zone—he caught a 
pair of touchdown pass- 
es from goal-line forma- 
tion in the NFC champi- 
onship game—Smith is 
faster and more versatile. 
He can go in motion or 
line up to the outside. 
He’s good on screen 
passes and working 
against one-on-one 
coverage. When the 
Eagles try to run the ball, 
Smith might be used 
more as a blocker against 
outside linebackers 
Willie McGinest and Mike 
Vrabel. 


Ty Warren, defensive end, Patriots 


Though linemate Richard Seymour attracted more attention and was voted 
to the Pro Bowl, Warren had what the Patriots’ insider called a “silently 
strong season.” He had 3/4 sacks, two forced fumbles and 64 tackles, 
According to one AFC pro scout, Warren was more productive than Seymour 
for one stretch of the season. 

The nephew of Curtis Dickey, an All-American running back at Texas A&M 
who was the fifth pick overall (by the Colts) in the 1980 draft, Warren was 
selected only eight spots lower in 2003. He spent most of his rookie year 
backing up Bobby Hamilton, but he has started every game this season, 

Warren might not be flashy, but he is fundamentally sound. He’s a solid first- 
and second-down run stopper who will be going toe to toe with Eagles right 
tackle Jon Runyan. That should be an intriguing matchup, the kind that could 
put Warren in the Super Bow! spotlight. TSN 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


Tra Thomas Ly, Eagies 


HEIGHT/WEIGHT: 6-7/349 

STRENGTHS: Has outstand- 
ing size and good overall quick- 
ness. Plays with solid technique 
and good overall balance. 
Works to sustain his blocks 
and takes good angles on 
them. Gets good separation 
from defenders, has strong 
arms and hands and is very 
effective when he locks on. Is 
not overly smooth in space but 
can be effective when he gets 
to the second level. Won't 
defeat edge rushers with his 
quickness, but with nice setup 
ability and long arms, he rides defenders past the pocket. Is very durable and 
steady and gives consistent effort. 

WEAKNESSES: Struggles at times by anticipating too much and setting up 
too firmly. Is vulnerable against inside pass rushers who have a quick first 
step—though usually is able to get his arms on them. Has struggled with his 
weight and conditioning but seems to have stabilized in those areas. 

BOTTOM LINE: Although Thomas doesn’t play with a lot of flash, he 
Produces year in and year out. He has developed into one of the better left 
tackles in the league and has made the Pro Bowl three times in the past four 
years. —War Room scouts 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


Asante Samuel cp, Patriots 


HEIGHT/WEIGHT: 5-10/185 

STRENGTHS: |s very 
Smooth in all of his move- 
Ments, has excellent overall 
ball skills and is quick in and 
Out of his breaks. Changes 
direction well, adjusts to 
Teceivers coming out of their 
routes and has excellent short- 
area quickness, Is best at 
Covering short to intermediate 
routes because he is good at 
closing on the ball, especially 
when the ball is in front of him. 
Doesn't have great deep speed 
but hits his top speed quickly, 
Is very good in cover 2, a zone 
scheme in which he can sit 
back and use his quickness, 


a 

Is an excellent open-field a 
tackler. ' = 
WEAKNESSES: Lacks size s 

S 
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and sometimes struggles 
against bigger and more 
physical receivers. Is more quick than fast and occasionally has trouble with very 
fast receivers on fade rotites. Struggles at times turning and running and is mich 
more comfortable coming forward. 

BOTTOM LINE: Although Samuel doesn't have great size, he is physical and 
plays bigger than he is. He is a talented second-year player who always is around 
the ball, plays with confidence and gets better with every game. —War Reom scouts 
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Finally healthy—well, almost—KEVIN BOOKOUT is putting the 
boom back in Sooners basketball By Kara Yorio 


evin Bookout bores easily. 

But after shoulder surgery 

last February, he was forced 

to sit idly and recuperate. 

With nothing to do in the 
moment, he looked ahead to what - 
needed to be done when rest turned 
into rehabilitation, and thoughts 
moved from a season lost to the 
next season’s possibilities. He made 
a list. 

“I wrote down some stuff that I 
needed to improve on—my outside 
shooting, my left hand, more confi- 
dence shooting free throws,” says 
Bookout. “It was a lot of little stuff I 
never had time to break down.” 

Bookout wasn't going to spend 
his time feeling sorry for himself 
after a disappointing sophomore 
season, when his severely sprained 
right shoulder kept him from prac- 
ticing with the team even once and 
allowed him to play in only 13 
games. As it turned out, the sur- 
gery—which also forced the All- 
American shot putter to skip the 
spring track season—has been a 
blessing in disguise for a slimmer 
and quicker Bookout, who's leading 
a resurgence for the Sooners. 

Getting into better shape wasn't 
on Bookout’s list, but someone else 


was ready to add to his things to do. 


A couple of months after surgery, 
the Sooners brought in Darby Rich, 
a basketball-only strength and con- 
ditioning coach. Coach Kelvin 
Sampson wanted his 6-8 center to 
have more stamina. 

Bookout first weighed in for Rich 
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Bookout has slimmed down, but he 
still packs a wallop inside. 


at 278 pounds. With Bookout's actf¥- 
ity limited because of the healing 
shoulder, his diet was the first thing 
Rich changed. No more sweets, fried 
foods or sugary drinks, including 
Gatorade. No more white breads or 
dinner rolls, which was one of the 
hardest things for Bookout to put 
aside. “He’s a big country boy,” Rich 
says. “He just likes to eat. Pretty 
much anything you pulled out (of 
his diet) would be something he 
likes to eat.” 

Then came the workouts—what- 
ever Bookout could do while the 
shoulder was healing. He worked on 
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hand-eye coordination and basket- 
ball-specific conditioning drills. He 
was on the treadmill or elliptical 
machine twice a day before the 
shoulder could handle the impact of - - 
running. Then—finally—Bookout 
was off and running, something he 
never had done during track and 
field season because he had to save 
his legs to throw during meets. 
Unable to compete in the shot put 
last spring, he could work on his 
legs and concentrate on the coming 
basketball season. 

Bookout dropped to 256 pounds 
at one point, and Rich says he 
now is staying around 262. More 
important, Bookout’s body fat 
dropped from 19.7 to 12.2 percent. 
Any weight he has gained back is 
muscle. 

Although Bookout has slimmed 
down, his body isn’t the chiseled 
type that graces the covers of athlet- 
ic magazines. Bookout’s best attrib- 
ute, according to Sampson, is his 
mental game—playing smart and 
within himself. And though Rich 
agrees Bookout is not as gifted ath- 
letically as someone who can run a 
4.3 40 or has a 40-inch vertical, he 
credits Bookout with some other 
important athletic skills. 

“He's a high-caliber athlete in 
terms of hand-eye coordination and 
muscle memory that are just unbe- 
lievable,” says Rich. “You can show 
him something one time, and he can 
turn right around and mirror what 
you're doing. You put him on a path, 
and he'll follow that path exactly. ... 


After a down season 
last year, Bookout has 
plenty of reasons to 
smile—his body and 
game are better than 
ever, and his team is 
winning. 


He’s the type of kid who will run 
through walls for you, so you have 
to make sure you’ve got him headed 
in the right direction.” 

Bookout has the Sooners going in 
the right direction—up in the polls 
and toward an NCAA berth after 
missing the tournament last season. 
He's playing through a minor ulnar 
nerve injury that’s sensitive when 
his right elbow is hit. Ten days off 
would allow it to heal completely, 


but that’s not an option for Bookout. 


He’s not going to take a break while 
the Sooners are rolling—a loss to 
lowa State last Saturday snapped a 
10-game winning streak—and 
playing through a tough conference 
schedule. 

“He's clearly a better player than 
when he got hurt,” Oklahoma State 
assistant coach Sean Sutton says. 
“He's worked hard to be in the best 
shape of his life. He’s got unbeliev- 
able hands around the basket. He 
gets his hand on every rebound 
when he’s close and just pulls it in.” 

And the rebounds late in the 
game are coming as easily as those 
early. Bookout is playing moré than 
30 minutes per game and not tiring 


What a pain 


as he did in his freshman and soph- 
omore seasons. 

“Lhad fatigue last year and my 
freshman year; now I feel I can play 
a lot harder a lot longer. I'm much 
more effective,” says Bookout. 

With junior college transfer Taj 
Gray and Bookout, the Sooners 
have been able to play a high-low 
post game. The two give Oklahoma 
a powerful game-changing inside 
combination that is pushing the 
team back into the Big 12 elite. The 
chemistry between Gray and 
Bookout is building—they had 45 
points and 14 rebounds combined 
against the Cowboys—and 
Bookout's conditioning and confi- 
dence are at high levels. 

Plus, he has been able to check 
everything off his list. That left hand 
is better, his shooting has improved, 
his free throw percentage is up. He’s 
seeing the results from working out 
more and in a different way than 
ever before. 

Says Bookout, “I feel like it’s start- 
ing to pay off right now.” 

Sooners fans hope to reap the 
rewards through March and straight 
into April. TSN 


Kevin Bookout's elbow injury hasn't hindered him or the Sooners. Other fre- 
quently injured players and their teams haven't been as fortunate. 
BJ, Elder, SG, Georgia Tech, hamstring. Elder, who has been out since 


January 1, reinjured 
his left hamstring two 
Weeks ago, pushing 
back his return until 
at least this week. 
Without Elder's conta- 
ious energy level and 
Much-needed outside 
Shooting, the Yellow 
Jackets started 3-3 in 
the ACC. 

Jason Fraser, F/C, 


Villanova, broken right hand. Nobody has worse luck with injuries than 
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Fraser, who has yet to make it through a full season. His cast was removed last 
Week, and he saw some action last Saturday. The Wildcats beat Kansas with 
their thinned rotation, but they also might have won a couple of close Big East 
games with Fraser in the lineup. Villanova can’t afford to lose those types of 
games if it wants to challenge the conference's elite teams. 

Shavlik Randolph, PF, Duke, mononucleosis, Randolph is back on the 
court after missing four games and slowly is regaining his conditioning, Shelden 
Williams played well in his absence, but the Blue Devils will need Randolph at 
full strength come tournament time. 

Wayne Simien, PF, Kansas, sprained left thumb. Simien’s injury and 
three-week absence might have had a positive impact on the Jayhawks. Coach 
Bill Self used younger players when Simien Was out, giving them experience and 
confidence they'll be able to draw from later in the season. Simien returned 
January 12 and will play with a soft cast for another couple of weeks. The cast 
makes it difficult for him to catch and: dribble, but he can shoot and expests Iit- 
tle adjustment will be necessary when it comes off, KY. 
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preview 


Hinrich, Nocioni, Deng, 
Duhon and Gordon 
(clockwise from front). 
Chicago’s young core 
has forged a quick 
turnaround. 


NSS 


The Bulls have 
sone from 
sad-sack 
losers to 
sizzling 
contenders in 
a season that 
has been 
dominated by 
young, rising 
Stars 

By Sean Deveney 


SPORTING NEWS 


/ TSN 
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Under less pressure to 
be a star, Chandler is 
thriving as a role 
player. 
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s he pulls up to the 
United Center on a cold 
January night, the gruff 
Chicago cab driver 
chuckles. “Look at 
that,” he says, pointing 
a gloved finger at a half- 
dozen kids sporting jerseys of 
Kirk Hinrich, Tyson Chandler and 
Eddy Curry. “People wearing Bulls 
shirts. Last few years, all you 
usually see is jerseys for the 
other team.” 

Seems things are changing 
around this bunch of Bulls, pre- 
sumed to be Eastern Conference 
roadkill entering this season. By 
mid-December, when Chicago was 
4-15, predictions of the team’s 
early demise seemed on target. 
Talk of trades and the job security 
of vice president of basketball 
operations John Paxson spiked. 
The Bulls could not score, they 
were having trouble defending 
and this season seemed ready to 
be filed away with the team’s 
dreadful recent legacy—119-341 
over the past six seasons. 

But things have changed. “We 


lost to Dallas, and we probably 
should have won,” says guard 


Chris Duhon, recalling a December 


13 game. “After that, everything 
kind of clicked. The offense, the 
defense. It was just a confidence 
thing. We knew we could beat 
people. We won five in a row, and 
after that we started to come into 
games knowing we should win.” 
After that 4-15 start came— 
hang onto your hat—a stretch in 
which the Bulls went 18-5, win- 
ning twice in Detroit, beating the 
Knicks in back-to-back thrillers 
and piling up a 6-0 mark against 
the West. They've become a 
tough, intense defensive team, 
leading the league in opponents’ 
field-goal shooting (41.2 percent). 
Sure, they've had a soft schedule 
that has been heavy on home 
games, but after a win over the 
Nuggets last week, center Eddy 
Curry said, “As long as we go out 
and take care of games like this 
and beat the teams we're sup- 
posed to beat, we'll be OK.” 
Until six weeks ago, the Bulls 


weren't supposed to beat anybody. 


Original six? 


We've seen these skills before, but never displayed like this—a bevy of young 


players converging on breakout seasons. Drawing from the past and succeeding in 


the present, they seem to have limitless futures. 
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LeBron James, SF, Cavaliers 


Then Think it’s impossible for LeBron James to lead this relatively 
unknown group of Cavaliers to a championship this season? Don't tell 
that to Hall of Fame guard Rick Barry, who led the unheralded Warriors 
to a stunning sweep of the Bullets in 1975. Barry averaged 28.2 points, 
6.1 assists and 5.5 rebounds in that postseason, one of the great playoff 
performances in history. “He’s phenomenal,” Barry says. “I am just aston- 
ished that a young man of his age can see the game, understand the 
game the way he does. When I was young, Jerry West told me that the 
best years of my career would be between 28 and 32 because you still 
have physical ability, but you become a lot smarter. And he was right—1 
was 31 when we won the championship. | look at LeBron at age 20, and I 
can't even imagine where he'll be at 28.1 watched him get a triple double 
against the Warriors, and it was just effortless. That’s the difference with 
him. The only guy you can compare him to is Michael Jordan because 
that is the talent level we're talking 
about. But Michael, at this point in 


: a he 
his career, was not even close to & ) 
where LeBron is, physically or 4) 
mentally. Not even close. The only ee Wi 
difference is Michael was a better & N /} 
defender. But Michael forced the a || LY, 
game early on in his career. He did ’ | 


not understand how to make it 


easy on himself and his team until f > eeaoee 
later. LeBron already knows how ; a5 
Ww , 
to let the game come to * NEN 4} 
him.” — 
Via N Leas! PY Pe 
a + 
: ii 


/ 
gt 4 
~* i, NOW James has done 
=| * everything this season for the 


Cavaliers, averaging 25.0 points, 
7.4 rebounds and 7.6 assists. He 
has addressed questions about 
his defense and his perimeter 

A shooting—he is shooting 49.7 
J = percent from the field and 37.3 

; percent on 3-pointers—and 
almost single-handedly has lift- 
y)! ’ ed the Cavs into first place in 

. the Central Division 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN (2) 
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Second half preview Le 


In fact, the notion that the Bulls 
should be knocking off even visit- 
ing teams is one that had been 
reserved for the 1990s, those 
heady days in which Michael 
Jordan became an international 
icon, the Bulls won six champi- 
onships and Chicago was the cen- 
ter of the basketball universe. In 
the interim, Bulls fans have wanted 
to be Bulls fans again. But there 
has not been much to cheer 
about—until now, at least. 

“It’s a lot different,” Curry says. 


NBA career. So when he sees Dw 
scorer and athlete in the mold of 
Johnson, only with better ball- 
handling skills: “He’s one of 
those guys who has an uncanny 
knack of getting to the basket. 
He's a great athlete. He also has 
the passion. | don’t think he can 
settle for being a good player. 
He's going to do what it takes to 
be an All-NBA-type player. He's 


although Marques was bigger. 
Marques wasn't a long-distance 
shooter, but he could slash 
through defenders and he could 
explode at the basket like Wade.” 


ce * re : S 
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le, SG, Heat 


Then Nuggets legend Alex Eng 


scoring wing men—he was one of the league’s best during his 15-vear 


somewhat like Marques Johnson, 
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it fe 3 » After a promising 


“It's a pride thing now, when you go ; , ° 
out and people recognize you and f - . > 
say how good the Bulls are doing Gordon scores 
now.” in spurts off the 
“When I would go out, every- bench and is 
where I went, it would be, ‘Norm, f particularly effective 
what's wrong with those Bulls?’ ” , late in games. 
says former Bulls great Norm Van 
Lier. “And I didn’t know. So I'd say, 
‘Maybe if they do this, or maybe if 
they do that.’ 
“But no, it’s all about pride and 
defense and effort, and this team is 
doing that. That hasn’t been the 


‘lish knows something about sweet- 


vane Wade. he recognizes a great 
David Thompson and Marques 


MILWAUKEE BUCKS 
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JAY DROWNS / TSN 


rookie year, Wade has exploded 


this season, ranking in the case in the last six years. But the roles further down the totem pole. 
league’s top 10 in scoring (23.4 way this team plays, as a player, as Last June, Paxson put together 
points per game) and assists just a citizen of Chicago, it makes one of the most productive rookie 
(7.6). He is an extraordinary = you proud of them.” classes in recent memory, a group 
leaper—he blocks 1.0 shots per For the past three years, monu- that inspires thoughts of how excit- 
game despite standing only mental improvement from the Bulls ing the future can be while also 
we 6-4—and thanks to his speed seemed to rest on the shoulders of inducing daydreams of great play- 
*= and dunking ability, he’s already Curry and his frontcourt mate, ers past. Paxson landed three play- 
“SM among the most exciting Tyson Chandler. Former Bulls gener- ers who were in last year’s NCAA 


players to watch, al manager Jerry Krause gave away Final Four—guard Ben Gordon, 
Elton Brand for Chandler, thinking swingman Luol Deng and Duhon, a 
that Chandler and Curry would be a four-year starter at Duke. Paxson 
dominant pair of big men. But credit also signed Argentine forward 
Paxson for recognizing that Curry Andres Nocioni, a gold medalist at 
and Chandler were, at best, very the 2002 World Championship, over 
productive role players. What the the summer. 


Bulls needed, Paxson realized, was All four are key players. Duhon 
better lead players who could allow starts and acts as a ball distributor 
Curry and Chandler to find their and defender (think Nate McMillan). 


Deng starts, too, and his long arms 
make him a tough defender, but he 
has been surprisingly effective on 
offense (think Hal Greer). Gordon 
has been the Bulls’ clutch man off 
the bench, a 42.7 percent 3-point 
shooter who already is known for 
his fourth quarter heroics (think 
Vinnie “The Microwave” Johnson). 
And Nocioni is a big, versatile agita- 
tor capable of hitting clutch shots 
and getting under opponents’ skin 
(think Rick Mahorn). With that rook- 
ie class, plus Hinrich, a hard-nosed 
second-year guard, Paxson has suc- 
ceeded in piecing together a team 
that plays the kind of tough defense 
coach Scott Skiles demands. At the 
same time, the Bulls’ reliance on 
Curry and Chandler has dwindled. 

Now Chicago has one of the best 
young teams in the league, a bunch 
of 20-somethings who win with 
depth, effort and defense, a group 
that is erasing six years of Bulls 
jokes and evoking the franchise’s 
legacy of success. The young Bulls 
are guided by veterans Antonio 
Davis, Eric Piatkowski and Othella 
Harrington, but this, essentially, is 
an entirely new team. 

“I told them from the get-go that 
this was a special team,” Davis says. 
“From the beginning, I knew thére 
was special talent here, But you just 


Tony Parker, PG, Spurs 


Then The thing that impresses three-time NBA 
champion point guard Dennis Johnson about Tony 
Parker is that he has the smarts and temperament to 
be a champion. Oh, and he has the kind of skill that 
reminds Johnson of Gus Williams, Johnson's teammate 
with the Sonics: “First off, he is a smart point guard— 
running (Gregg) Popovich’s offense takes a hell of a lot. 
And Pop keys on him more than anyone because he is 
the guy who has to set it all up. But he is such a quick 
point guard, too, it’s almost impossible for players to 
stay in front of him. Gus Williams played a lot like that, 
with that kind of quickness, though Gus was a better 
player in the open court than Tony is. But Tony knows 
how to use his quickness in the halfcourt, and 
he has really worked on his 


jumper.” 
NOW... 


22, is averaging 15.1 points and career 
bests in assists (6.1), rebounds (3.6) and 
shooting (49.0 percent), though he still takes the 
brunt of Popovich's criticism. Along with backcourt 
mate Manu Ginobili, Parker has helped get the Spurs on 
the fast break more and boost the team's 
scoring average to 96.9 points. 


lire, C, Suns 
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NOW Stoudemire, 22, has 


improved this season despite being out 


Then Nate Thurmond, one of the greatest defensive players 
in league history and one of the NBA's 50 Greatest Players, has 
faced some fearsome big men, such as Elvin Hayes and 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. Keeping up with Amare Stoudemire, he 
admits, would be difficult. “His level of athleticism for a guy 
his size is amazing. He looks like a guy who never leaves the 


of position at center. He has added bet 
ter ballhandling and a nice 15-foot 
jumper to his repertoire. He’s second 
in the league in shooting (57.4 per 

cent), fourth in scoring (26.1 points 

gym—he came in, out of high school, with a ready-made body. per game) and, undoubtedly, leads 

That's a key for him. He's been able to just work on his game Se COST ener ates 

because his body was ready for all the physical contact you 

take in the paint. Now, you watch his footwork, and to me, his 

spin moves are akin to 

Hakeer juwon’'s. He 

is that fluid. But he is so 

ferocious in attacking 

the basket, that makes 

him different from 

Hakeem. What they 

have in common is the 

one thing that every 

great player has: desire 

He has the desire to be 


the best, and that's why 


/ TSN 


you see his game get 
better all the time.” 
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Second half pre\ 


As former NBA star Nate 
Thurmond says, “I love watching 
the young players in the league 
right now. They do things we could 
never have done in the '70s. You 
can sit back and look at a lot of 
these guys and think about how 
good they are going to be eventual- 
ly, in five years or 10 years, Or you 
can look and say, ‘Wow, these guys 
are good right now.’ ” 


can’t get down about what happens 
in November.” 

Just like that, November seems 
like decades ago, and the Bulls are 
in the thick of the East playoff 
race—and even the Central Division 

- championship race. And just like 
that, it’s acceptable to wear a Bulls 
jersey to a Bulls game. 

“That’s what we're playing for,” 
says Gordon. “We're trying to get 
this whole franchise and this whole 
city back to where it was. We're 
playing with confidence, with effort 
and with defense, and that’s why 
we're winning again.” 

Despite a disturbing black eye 
suffered in Detroit in November, the 
first half of this season has shown 
us that the NBA has much youth 
and promise to be excited about, 
starting with the return to rele- 
vance (if not prominence) of 
the fun and excitable Bulls. All 
over the league, young, funda- 
mentally sound potential stars 
are doing what the Bulls have 
done in Chicago this year. 

They're recalling past great- 
ness, They're producing in 
the present—not just stats 
but wins. And they've 
gotten the 
league excit- 
ed about 
what's to 
come—not 
only in the 
playoff races 
that figure to 
go down to the 
wire in the second half but 
about the future of the 
league in general. 


Hinrich, in his second: 
year, is an old hand / 
compared with many 
of his toammateld 


Chris Bosh, PF, Raptors 


Then During nearly 50 years in and around the NBA, 
fom Heinsohn has carved out an impressive legacy as 
a player (eight titles), coach (two titles) and broadcast- 
er (23 years). He also knows something about being 
overlooked—Heinsohn was nearly cut from the Celties 
before his rookie year, In that respect, he has some- 
thing in common with Raptors big man Cliris Bosh, 
who also is often overlooked. Bosh reminds many of 
forward Larry Nance, but Neinsohn disagrees. “I think 
he'll be better than Larry Nance. | think he will really 
dominate, There are not a lot of teams that have big 
people. He's very quick, with long arms, He can shoot 
rebound—he’s very competitive, Ihe plays for a team 
with drunning style, hed) really be something special 


because he can get up and down the floor.” 


2/14/05 
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Gilbert Arenas, PG, Wizards 


Then Former All-Star guard Phil Chenier is a link to the great 
Washington teams of the 1970s, and he says guard Gilbert Arenas can 
help lead the Wizards to greatness of their own: “He's one of the quick 
players in the league, but the thing is, he is so strong for his size. | hi 
seen him blow by his defender, get picked up by a big man, take a hit 
that would have knocked down most other guards and still finish the 
play. He goes to the free throw line 
a lot because of that. He is 
stronger than Tiny Archibald was 
and much faster than Earl Monroe 
and Walt Frazier. The best guy to 
compare him to would be Jo Jo 
White because he is the same kind 
of guard who can give you differ- 
ent speeds and still be 
strong with the 
ball.” 


Next The Wizards have been 
food enougt to challenge the 
Heat in the Southeast Division, 
thanks to a fun, fast-paced offense 
with three Weapons—Arenas, 
Hughes and Antawn Jamison 
Hughes !s out with a broken 
thumb and is expected to return 
later this month, The interior 
defense is spotty, but the Wizards 
still figure to be in the thick of the 
playoff race and even could wind 
up with home-court advantage in 
the first round. Not bad for a team 
that has not won a playoff series 
since 1981-82 


Next The Raptors are not going to 
win the Bast, but playing in the weak 
Atlantic Division, the team has carved 
out a chance to make the playoffs— 
mostly thanks to Bosh. Toronto has 
switched its emphasis to Bosh’s inside 
scoring, backed by the perimeter play of 
Morris Peterson, and the team started the 


new year with an &4 run 


GEORGE GOJKOVICH 


On a squad superb at passing, 
Jack Ingram finds much to 
celebrate, such as Illinois’ 

victory over Wisconsin. | 
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decourcy @ sportingnews.com 


Wayne Simien’s career as a Kansas Jayhawk is expiring faster 


than a 35-second clock. He'd like to play overtime. 


Absence makes the heart grow hungry— 
for a championship 


hink of all of the time he has 

missed. Think of it purely in 

cold, mathematical terms. 

Since Wayne Simien arrived 

at Kansas, the Jayhawks have 
played 32 basketball games without 
him. That’s 32 games in which 
Simien sat on the bench, adorned in 
one of his snazzy suits and a nasty 
brace or cast. 

Now, think of what Simien has 
missed from an emotional stand- 
point. Competing in the Maui 
Invitational. The chance to play 
Kentucky at Rupp Arena. Two KU- 
Missouri rivalry games. Most 
painful of all, the 2003 Final Four. If 
he had played all of those games 
and produced at his career average 
of 13.9 points per game, he would 
be on his way to a position among 
KU’s top five all-time scorers. 

No matter how you account for it, 
there is one sure way to atone for it. 

Make this season last forever. 


nation’s best. 


when he set this up? 
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The Jayhawks can play only until 
April 4, the championship game of 
the 2005 NCAA Tournament. But if 
they reach that night—and win— 
there will be no need for Simien to 
look back with regret. He will have 
matched KU All-Americans Clyde 
Lovellette and Danny Manning in the 
most important statistical category. 

“] think about it a little bit, espe- 
cially as the home games are really 
winding down,” Simien says. 
“Everything around here is almost a 
special occasion to me. Being from 
Kansas, watching them since child- 
hood, I'll be a part of a great legacy. 
And I'm hoping to leave one of the 
greatest legacies—hopefully win a 
championship.” 

Simien missed four games this 
season with torn ligaments in his 
thumb. When the Jayhawks dissect- 
ed Texas last Saturday, he stili was 
wearing a small protective cast that 
caused him to fumble a pass or two. 


has done his best work where he could 
recruit the best players in his league. He did it consis- 
tently at Xavier and for at least one year at 
Providence. It’s not possible at Virginia, The Cavs can 
get their state’s best; Duke and Carolina will get the 


saint Joseph's coach Phil Martelli is the quintessential Philly guy, but he 
might not be able to watch the Eagles play in the Super Bowl. Martelli long 
ago scheduled a practice for 7 p.m. on Sunday, shortly after kickoff. Forget 
about whether he should tinker with his practice plans. Where was his faith 


But Simien never was better. 

A 6-8 power forward, Simien 
excels at scoring in a 10-foot radius 
around the basket, whether on the 
block or on short turnaround 
jumpers. He was the principal rea- 
son Texas’ attempt at a 2-3 zone 
defense disintegrated within eight 


Back from a thumb 
injury, Simien is helping 
Kansas build momentum 


as March approaches. 


minutes. He scored eight points 
before Texas coach Rick Barnes 
switched to man-to-man. But Barnes 
could find no one to stop Simien, 
who was happy to sit down with 
about two minutes left, a 
season-best 27 points richer and his 
team near completion of a 90-65 


ROD AYDELOTTE / WACO TRIBUNE HERALD / AP. 


Although he has functioned as a catth-and-shoot 
wing for most of his career, Louisville senior G Larry 
O’Bannon has become better with the ball and is 
more dangerous as a result. O'Bannon now 
can shoot accurately off a one-dribble 
move, freeing himself by feigning a drive 
and then pulling back into the shot. “I've 
practiced it so much, so if | get into a sit- 
uation in a game, | just do it’ he says. 


Texas has not given up on the 
possibility 6-11 freshman 

C LaMarcus Aldridge will return 
from his hip injury. Some reports 
suggested he was done for the 
season, but Aldridge is traveling 
with the team and is limited pri- 


marily when he tries to pivot to 
his right. Aldridge was making 
tremendous progress, averaging 
12.7 points and 9.0 rebounds 
in his last three games before 
getting hurt. If Aldridge returns, 
Texas coach Rick Barnes will 
consider deploying him in a big 
frontcourt that includes 6-9 
Jason Klotz and 6-8 Brad 
Buckman. The Longhorns have 
been playing more zone and 
could use those three as a pro- 
tective wall along the baseline. 
> Pittsburgh C Chris Taft gets 
along too well with backup 
Aaron Gray for the Panthers to 


use the threat of playing Gray more as a means of motivating Taft. But they can 
hope Gray’s effort in running the court, diving for loose balls, setting screens and 
fighting through fatigue serves as an example of how Taft should be playing. A gift- 
ed big man with NBA potential, Taft did not work hard enough to improve during 
the offseason and has been disappointing as a sophomore. Although he is an 


excellent passer, Taft has only 12 assists in 17 games. However, after Pitt essentially 


victory. This was the closest Kansas 
has come to validating its selection 
as preseason No. 1 in The 
Associated Press poll. 

“We still are a team that has yet 
to play its best ball,” coach Bill Self 
says. “And that doesn’t bother me 
at all. We put in more time learning 
how to win games when he was 
hurt—and then when he came back, 
we didn’t know how to play. We 
were like hunting and pecking on a 
typewriter.” 

If last season taught us anything, 
it’s that a team with the material to 
build toward a championship 
needn't complete the job before 


Christmas. Or, for that matter, 
Valentine’s Day. Connecticut did not 
truly find the formula to dominate 
until coach Jim Calhoun sat 
All-American Emeka Okafor during 
the early games of the Big East 
Tournament. That forced his team- 
mates to become more aggressive 
(Ben Gordon), confident (Rashad 
Anderson) and precise (Taliek 
Brown). It helped Okafor not to 
have to play three consecutive days 
with an aching back. 

Similarly, Kansas’ development 
was accelerated because of Simien’s 
absence. Freshmen big men Sasha 
Kaun and C.J. Giles saw their min- 


O'Bannon insists he always has 


been capable of driving the ball 


and that he limited himself to 


jump shots because he got so 


many openings as defenses 
Collapsed to contain team- 


mates Francisco Garcia and 


Taquan Dean. O'Bannon 
scored a career-high 

30 points ina 
victory against 


Marquette last 


week. 


utes and responsibilities increase. 
Kaun is rapidly improving, though 
Self still could afford to trust him 
more often, and Giles was becoming 
a defensive force before he went 
down with a foot injury. He could be 
back in a week, giving him plenty of 
time to reassert his importance. 
Without Simien, the Jayhawks had 
to abandon their high-low offensive 
system. Self installed a drive-and- 
kick scheme, emphasizing perimeter 
shooting. That was sporadically 
effective, so the team wouldn't want 
to rely entirely on playing that way. 
But, as point guard Aaron Miles 
Says, “It was a new dimension we 


had to take him out to defeat 
UConn, Taft delivered one of his 
steadiest, most consistent efforts 
in the comeback victory against 
Syracuse. » Oklahoma State’s 
opponents will tell you that even 
though the Cowboys returned 
four starters from the 2004 Final 
Four team, the loss of wing Tony 
Allen has made a huge differ- 
ence. Allen was comfortable 
scoring from both sides of the 
floor, which caused stress for 
opposing defenses. Joey 
Graham has been productive in 
Allen's spot but has struggled in 
several big games in which the 
opponents employed zone 
defenses. > The unbalanced 
schedule in the first year of the 
expanded Atlantic Coast 
Conference has altered the 
nature of the regular-season 
race, but North Carolina coach 
Roy Williams still places more 
value in that championship than 
the prestigious ACC Tournament. 
“But I'll take any of them,” 
Williams says. “Anybody that can 
win an ACC championship, they 
won't care about any changes 
that were made.” > Kansas 
freshman G Russell Robinson's 
decline of an offer to play in the 


FERNANDO MEDINA FOR TSN 


closing moments against Baylor was not as big of a deal as it Seemed. Robinson 
didn’t refuse to enter, which would have been a major issue. But his passing on an 
Opportunity to play did reveal there are problems. Robinson had a long meeting 
with KU coach Bill Self the day after the Baylor game. His minutes have declined 
because he has been sloppy with the ball, and his confidence has waned. If he 
recovers, the Jayhawks can make good use of the spark his quickness provides. 


added to the playbook.” 

Entering the week, Simien had 
five games left at Allen Fieldhouse. 
That's how rapidly this is closing on 
him. In the 50 years they've called 
Allen home, no Jayhawk selected as 
a consensus All-American was a 
native Kansan. Simien could change 
that, but it’s not as important as 
playing as many games as possible 
before changing out of his uniform 
for the final time, TSN 


| Get an infusion of hoops inside info 
r each day with Mike DeCourcys Daily 
Dish at msn.foxsports.com, keywords: 
college hoops. 
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The TSN Power Poll team 
is determined by TSN edition 


writers and editors. 


+,- rise or fall in rankings 


1. Illinois (21-0) Even 

2. Boston College (18-0) +1 
Underrated: Being undefeated at 
this point in the season—especially 
in the Big East—is.a major accom- 
plishment. So why have the Eagles 
barely cracked the top 10 in the 
major polls? 

3. North Carolina (17-2) +2 

4. Kansas (16-1) +3 

5. Duke (15-1) -3 

6. Wake Forest (17-3) -2 

7. Kentucky (16-2) +3 

8. Syracuse (20-2) -2 

9. Louisville (18-3) +5 

Under the radar: Other Cards are 
more notable, but Ellis Myles does 
the dirty work—he's a force on the 
boards, even with a broken thumb. 
10. Oklahoma State (14-3) -2 
11, Pittsbargh (14-3) +5 

12. Washington (16-3) -3 

13. Alabama (16-3) Even 

14, Arizona (17-4) -3 

Under the microscope: Just when 
the Wildcats were beginning to 
make noise, they lost at home to 
Washington State. Will this team 
rebound or repeat last year’s slide? 
15. Michigan State (14-3) Even 
16, Oklahoma (16-3) -4 

Under the tim: At 5-7, point guard 
Drew Lavender isn’t going to physi- 
cally intimidate anyone, But he has 
been disruptive for opponents 
because of his quickness and 
defensive positioning. 

17. Connecticut (12-4) +1 

18. Cincinnati (17-3) +2 

19. Georgia Tech (12-5) +2 
Underachieving: Entering the sea- 


son, the Yellow Jackets were expect- 


ed to be one of the ACC’s three 
best teams. Entering the week, they 
were looking up at Miami and 
Virginia Tech in the standings. 

20. Gonzaga (15-4) +2 

21. Wisconsin (14-4) -4 

22. Utah (17-3) +1 

23. Texas (15-5) -4 

24, Villanova (12-4) NR 

25. Wichita State (16-2) Even 


Records through last Saturday 
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PLAYER OF THE WEEK 


Matt larvae 
PF, Stanford 


You see a lot of double doubles 
in college basketball, but not 
many 20-20s. Haryasz showed he 
is beginning to fulfill his consider- 


. able promise by delivering one of 


each. He helped defeat Oregon 
State with 13 points and 11 
rebounds, then dominated 
Oregon with a 20-point, 20- 
rebound game. Haryasz, who was 
expected to break out this sea- 
son, finally has found a comfort- 
able role in Stanford's offense. 


PAUL SAKUMA / AP 


can't be ignored. 
Pittsburgh. How can you not be impressed by the Panthers rallying from 
17 down to defeat both. Connecticut and Syracuse? Pitt is an awfully con- 
founding team—yet it also is an increasingly interesting one. 
y Providence. The Friars, a No. 5 seed in last year’s NCAA Tournament, lost 
their first six Big East games despite star Ryan Gomes’ presence. 


SCOUTS VIEWS 


4 Louisville. Some team statistics are skewed 
because of gaudy performances against 
nonconference opponents. The Cardinals, 
though, have won by an average of 36.4 points 
in their past five Conference USA games. That 


Georgetown forward Jeff Green can do a little of every- 
thing. He can pass it, drive it and make a 15-footer. The 


kid is a terrific offensive 
rebounder. I think 
Georgetown has two of the 
best freshmen in the Big East 
with Roy Hibbert and Green. 
These guys can beat any- 
body in their league. They 
lost some games early 
because they might not have 
picked up everything, but 
they're getting it now. ... Of 
all of Villanova’s guys, Curtis 
Sumpter has been the best. 
He's taken the leadership 
responsibility on a daily 
basis. He had been drilling 
jumpers, and you could tell 
he was getting ready to 
explode. ... Texas point guard 
Daniel Gibson is big time. It’s 
tough to stay in front of him. 
He shoots off ball screens 
with deep range. He's strong. 
He'll one day be a very good 


wy 
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Mike DeCourcy’s 3 QUESTIONS 


Why isn’t anybody singing about 

Oklahoma? By the end of the season, 
you're going to be wondering why this team 
wasn’t ranked among the elite after beating 
Connecticut, Texas and Oklahoma State. The 
Sooners are dangerous. They have frontcourt 
power, perimeter shooting and a proven 
coach. If the Sooners learn to attack zone 
defenses, this team is going places. 

Why can’t Alabama win without 

Earnest Shelton? It’s not as if the 
Crimson Tide lacks other scoring options. 
Kennedy Winston is an All-American-caliber 
player. But Alabama is 0-2 when Shelton has 
scored fewer than 10 points, 3-0 when 
Winston has fallen short of double figures. The 
good news is Shelton has become a more 
reliable road player, averaging 16.7 points in 
his three most recent away games. 

How did so many people miss out on 

Georgetown’s Jeff Green? Some 
respected analysts did not have Green 
among the top 150 prospects in the recruit- 
ing class of 2004. But Green is powerful, ath- 
letic and consistently energetic. He has been 
one of the nation’s five best freshmen. Some 
analysts figured Green was headed to prep 
School this year. His qualification for NCAA 
eligibility has Made the Hoyas a factor in the 
Big East race. 


NBA player. He’s tough to guard, and he’s different than 
T.J. Ford. But in some ways he’s better, ... One of the 
things that surprises me about the Big East is how fre- 
quent and willing teams are go to a zone. There’s no 
hesitation, from almost anybody, to drop a zone on 
someone. ... 
thought it would be. At times, Jordan Farmar and Arron 
Afflalo have played like freshmen. At other times, they 


UCLA’s young backcourt is right where I 


have played like high-level 
players, Farmar is really 
good coming off ball 
screens; he’s just smart, 
and that’s dangerous. He 
does a great job of finding 
the open man. You have to 
decide if you're going to 
double the on-the-ball 
screens. That’s when he’s 
most dangerous. ... Von 
Wafer is a big key to what 
Florida State does on 
offense. The Seminoles are 
trying to work some fresh- 
man guards into the rota- 
tion, and Wafer’s scoring 
touch is needed on the 
perimeter. Sometimes he 
loses focus defensively. 
When that happens, he's 
got to come out, which is 
counterproductive to their 
attack. 
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CONFERENCE CALL 


The best in the nation at ... 


By Kyle Veltrop 


BIG EAST ... rebounding: 
Connecticut. With great reluctance, Jim 
Calhoun will reveal the secret to the Huskies’ 
wonderful board work. “Well, we have a lot of 
tall guys” Calhoun says, laughing. Which is 
true. Center Josh Boone and power forward 
Charlie Villanueva are 6-10, and small forward 
Rudy Gay is 6-9. And there are four other play- 
ers in UConn’s rotation who are 6-5 or taller. 
But if rebounding were only about size, Shawn 
Bradley would be a future Hall of Famer. The 
simple reason a team thrives on the glass is 
because it outworks opponents for the ball, 
thanks to each player's mind-set that every 
missed shot belongs to him. “We will not tol- 
erate not competing on the backboard, every single trip, on both ends of the court,’ says Calhoun, whose team entered the 
week leading the nation in rebounding margin. Boone blends size, strength, timing and a good understanding of angles; he 
also learned a few things playing next to Emeka Okafor as a freshman on UConn's 2004 national title team. “I think Josh 
Boone is one of the best weakside rebounders I’ve ever seen,’ Calhoun says. “He’s a great, great offensive rebounder.” 
Villanueva, who is blessed with terrific athletic ability and long arms, averaged 10.1 rebounds in his first seven Big 
East games. Aside from their size and want-to, the Huskies’ rebounding efforts are aided by their fast break. They 
run so well that opponents are forced to send their players back on defense instead of to the glass. 


UConn opponents are at a distinct disadvantage when they have 
to battle Boone (left) and Villanueva for rebounds. 


PAC-10 ... balancing the offense: Washington. Clearly, electric guard Nate Robinson is the 
face of the Huskies. But when you look at UW's stat sheet, Robinson simply blends in—he is one of five 
players averaging at least 10 points, and a sixth, point guard Will Conroy, checks in at 9.5. The Huskies like 
to play fast, share the ball and spread the scoring load. They rank among the nation’s leaders in points, 
assists and field-goal percentage. Robinson still is the star of this team, but seven Huskies have scored 

17 or more points in a game, and five have reached 22 or more points. Huge individual performances 
usually aren't what you'll find in a Washington box score; rather, it's more likely you'll see four or five guys 
scoring in double figures. 


ACC BIG 12 CONFERENCE USA 

«»» SCOring: North Carolina. The .»» Winning at home: «+» picking your pocket: UAB. 
Tar Heels, the nation’s highest-scoring Oklahoma State. The longest home The Blazers try to get teams to play 
team, can do damage from inside or winning streak, 25 straight victories, faster than they would like to by press- 


outside. Their transition offense is a 
thing of beauty, and they also score in 
the halfcourt. Carolina has scored 85 
or more points in 15 of 19 games. 


ATLANTIC 10 

Temple. Coach John Chaney can live 
with a low shooting percentage, but not 
with turnovers, which can provide 
cheap points. Against Villanova, 
Georgetown, Alabama and Wake Forest, 
the Owls averaged 7.5 turnovers. 


belongs to the Cowboys. And they 
haven't lost at Gallagher-Iba since the 
dedication of Eddie Sutton Court ... 
OK, there has been only one game. 


BIG TEN 


««» PaSSiNg: Mlinois. The Illini rou- 
tinely trade in good shots for better 
ones with extra passes. Deron 
Williams has terrific vision, and the 
Offense also can run through Luther 
Head or Dee Brown. Rarely do the 
Illini throw away the ball. 


ing, gambling and jumping the passing 
lanes. That leads to some easy buck- 
ets for opponents—but usually more 
for the Blazers. 


MOUNTAIN WEST 

A team can shoot 53.5 percent for a 
half, but for a season? Andrew Bogut 
is shooting a preposterous 64.7 per- 
cent—and he'll stray to the perimeter. 
How does guard Tim Drisdom (44.3 
percent) look fellow Utes in the eye? 
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WAC ... free throw 
shooting: UTEP. It is counterpro- 
ductive for a team to shoot free 
throws well but not get to the line 
often or, on the flip side, to get to 
the line a lot but be unable to con- 
vert. The Miners have both sides of 
the equation figured out; they rank 
fourth nationally in free throw per- 
centage and shoot an average of 
23.0 free throws per game. The 
seven Miners who carry a heavy 
load in the rotation shoot at least 
70.8 percent from the line, and 
four make at least 80.0 percent. 
Omar Thomas, an outstanding 
slasher who is a top candidate for 
WAC player of the year, has picked 
up 30.8 percent of his points from 
the line. UTEP returned Thomas and 
fellow standouts Jason Williams 
and Filiberto Rivera from last year's 
team, which lost to Maryland, 
86-83, in the first round of the 
NCAA Tournament. And even 
though coach Billy Gillispie 
moved on to Texas A&M, the 
Miners, 17-4 entering the 
week, could make a 
return appearance under 
new coach Doc Sadler. 


Robinson 


Me - 


SEC 


Arkansas. The Razorbacks, who lead — 
the SEC in 3-point defense, havea lot 


of big, athletic wings (Ron Brewer, Olu 
Famutimi and Jonathon Modica) who 
make it hard for opponents to get 
good outside looks. 


SOUTHERN 

.-- 3-point shooting: Furman. 
The Paladins are second nationally in 
3-pointers per game and are third in 
3-point percentage. Furman has 
multiple threats from behind the line; 
the best of the bunch is sophomore 
Eric Webb. 
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Teams that woo cornerbacks like Valentine's dates 
will end up heartbroken. 


Offseason advice: 
Pass on the corners 


fter passers torched second- 
aries and record books this 


season, the anticipated reac-- 


tion this offseason is a cor- 

nerback grab. Teams will 
treat corners like Valentine’s dates, 
sparing no expense to win their 
hearts. They will draft them, fight 
over them, trade for them and pay 
them as if they were rock stars. 

What teams should do, however, 
is give cornerbacks the cold shoul- 
der, Never have cornerbacks been 
less valuable than they are today. 

Don’t agree? Take a look at the 
New England Patriots on Sunday. 
They'll be lining up with an undraft- 
ed rookie who wasn’t good enough 
to start in college, Randall Gay. On 
nickel defenses they'll bring in a 
veteran wide receiver who was 
moved to cornerback out of desper- 
ation, Troy Brown. 

Still don’t agree? A number of 
coaches and personnel men I spoke 
with didn’t agree with my theory, 
either, But listen to Dallas coach Bill 
Parcells. Has the cornerback posi- 
tion been devalued, Bill? “Absolute- 
ly. I think a lot of people share that 
sentiment. Unless they alter the 
rulebook, I'm not sure corners can 
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make the difference they once did.” 

With the way the NFL is enforcing 
pass interference rules, the corner- 
back with elite skills doesn’t have 
much of an advantage over the cor- 
nerback with ordinary skills. Not 
one NFL cornerback had a domi- 
nant season in 2004. Show me a cor- 
ner in the league who can shut 
down an elite receiver by himself. 
Chris McAlister of the Ravens 
couldn’t prevent Terrell Owens from 
catching eight balls for 101 yards. 
Champ Bailey wasn't bad in his first 
season in Denver, but he helped 
make Chad Johnson of the Bengals 
a Pro Bowler, and Jerry Porter of 
the Raiders will be a rich man in 
part because of how he lit up Bailey. 
The Redskins lost Bailey, consia. 
ered the premier cover man in foot. 
ball, and improved from the 20th. 
ranked pass defense to the seventh. 
Ty Law has proved so irreplaceable 
that the Patriots have gone 10-1 
without him. 

A corner such as Bailey who 
switches teams can’t come close to 
making the kind of impact that a 
receiver such as Randy Moss might 
make if he is traded. “Receivers are 
in control of what they do,” Bengals 
coach Marvin Lewis says. “A corner. 
back is dependent on the opponent 


THE BENJAMINS HELP 


Nick Saban obviously is 4 gifted head coach who knows 
how to win, But Saban is notorious jn coaching circles for 
making life tough on his assistants. Enduring his tirades and 


insults allegedly is part of the territory, 


When Saban jumped ship from Michigan State to Louisiana 
State in 2000, none of his assistants followed. Coaching 
turnover on Saban's staff has been a regularity—he has lost an 


average of three assistants per year. 


7 


and the focus of the offense. 
Nobody can come in and do what 
Terrell Owens did.” 

The way to contain elite receivers 
is with zone coverage and the kind 
of team defense the Patriots play. 
That doesn’t require cornerbacks of 
high pedigree. “There are a lot of 
guys who can play cover 2 corner,” 
Houston general manager Charley 
Casserly says. “It seems to me 
you're playing in a box area, so 
speed and pure athletic ability to 
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Bailey is among the best corners, but the value Of such players is dropping. 


cover aren't going to be at the top 
of the list. You get some cover 2 
corners in space and they can’t 
cover, but in the box they are effec- 
tive.” 

Big corners who like to play 
physically, such as Oakland's 
Charles Woodson, have less value 
because they can’t grab and push 
as much as they used to. Teams in 
search of corners who can play 
man-to-man should take a closer 
look at the more athletic prospects 


With the well-paying Dolphins, however, Saban has hired six 
men he worked with previously—offensive assistants Bobby 


Williams and Derek Dooley, defensive assistants Travis Jones 


and Will Muschamp, receivers coach Charlie Baggett and 
coordinator of football operations Scottie O'Brien. 
What’s more, Saban has hired arguably the two most sought- 


after free-agent assistants on the market—offensive coordinator 


Scott Linehat and offensive line coach Hudson Houck, each of 
whom signed for upwards of $800,000 per season. 
Perhaps the right amount of money can make anything bear- 


able. Or perhaps Saban isn't the ogre he’s made out to be. 


Eagles middle linebacker 
Jeremiah Trotter has been the 
best defensive player in the play- 
offs. He has come quite a ways 
since he was released by the 
Redskins last offseason and 
relegated to special teams by the 
Eagles during the first part of the 
season. The Eagles should start 
thinking about how to keep 
Trotter from becoming a free 
agent again in March. He's one 
main reason they're in the 
Super Bowl. 

\ There will bea 
* market for Randy 
Moss if the Vikings 
{SAP want to trade him. 
iM The problem is this: If 
Minnesota gets rid of Moss, 
it could be one of the worst teams 
in football next season. A large 
portion of the Vikings’ success has 
been the result of Daunte 
Culpepper’ passes to Moss. 
Moss could be more valuable on a 
team that forced him to be more 
accountable. He probably - 
wouldn't listen to any coach who 
tried to bully him, but Moss — 
might listen to a veteran such as 
Ray Lewis if he were traded to the 
Ravens. Any team without a 
strong veteran presence shouldnt 
consider Moss. 
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in the draft such as West Virginia's 
Adam “Pac-Man” Jones, who could 


be the first corner taken, Other first 


round possibilities are Antrel Rolle 
of Miami, Justin Miller of Clemson, 
Carlos Rogers of Auburn and Eric 
Green of Virginia Tech. 


None of the corners at the Senior 
Bowl last week appeared capable of 


shutting down a top NFL receiver. 
Jones, Rolle and Miller weren't in 
the game. “It was a pretty average 
group,” one personnel man Says. 
General managers who think 
they’re going to find a cornerback 


to solve all their problems are going 


to be disappointed. My advice to 
general managers is the same as it 
is to quarterbacks: Pass on the 
corners. 


h Get the latest Super Bowl news and 


analysis, plus scoops from "NFL on FOX” 


personalities, at msn.foxsports.com, 
keywords; NFL playoffs. 
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The Saints believe the drop-off in : 
RB Deuce McAllister’s production--he 
went from 1,641 rushing yards in 
2003 to 1,074 this season and from 
4.7 yards per carry to 4.0—can be 
traced in part to McAllister’s work 
ethic. His lack of commitment also 
was a significant factor in his plummet 
on draft day. McAllister was expected to be a top 

10 selection in 2001, but he wasn't chosen until the 23rd 
pick. He needs to work out harder, practice better and 
study more. The solution: Introduce Johnny Roland's 

size 13 foot to McAllister’s backside. Roland, hired last 
week from the Packers, is one of the premier running backs 
coaches in the NFL. Among the players who have benefited 
from his work: Wilbert Montgomery, Walter Payton, Neal 
Anderson, Jerome Bettis, Michael Pittman, Emmitt 
Smith and Ahman Green. > The Cowboys have the 11th 
and 20th picks in the draft, but at this point, moving up is 
not a consideration for them. The Cowboys believe they 
have too many needs to become fixated on one player. The 
team plans to be active in pursuing free agents, but it has 
more holes than it can address with veteran acquisitions. 
> Why are the Redskins shopping WR Rod Gardner, the 
team’s first-round pick in 2001? He is a solid player who 
never hit his stride playing in three different systems in 


Se a- 


“\\ Washington. Gardner likes coach 
‘)) Joe Gibbs, but he believes he 
| doesn't fit Gibbs’ offense and wants 
out. The Redskins are happy to 
accommodate him, and the guess is 
they will deal him for a third-round 
pick. > The Packers are in a tough 
spot with FS Darren Sharper. They 
owe him a $2.6 million roster bonus in 
March, but he did not play well enough to 
merit that kind of bonus. There are two complicating factors, 
however. It would be difficult to let Sharper go because he is 
the most consistent player in the secondary. The second 
issue: Sharper played most of the season with a partially 
torn posterior cruciate ligament in his left knee, and 
although that endeared him to teammates, it diminished his 
ability. The question the Packers must answer: Would a 
healthy Sharper be worth the money or, at 29, is he close to 
hitting the wall? > Chargers TE Antonio Gates, who played 
college basketball but not football, is causing NFL scouts to 
do more work. Now, NFL personnel men are scouting college 
basketball games in search of the next Gates. A package of 
premium college basketball telecasts has become a 
common item on scouts’ expense reports, and NFL teams 
are sending out letters to basketball coaches to see if any 
think they have football prospects playing power forward. 


Ep be surprised if the Bengals allow RB Rudi Johnson to take a free-agent hike. The Bengals have decided they will not 

ay Johnson at the level of the top backs in the NFL, and they are not likely to put the franchise tag on him. How could they 
be So comfortable allowing a solid starter to walk? Bengals coach Marvin Lewis would be confident going into next season 
with Chris Perry as his starter. Perry, the Bengals’ first-round pick in 2004, didn't make much of an impact as a rookie 


Equivalent of QB Carson Palmer this season. 


' Mostly because of a sports hernia. But Lewis believes Perry will be a special player who could be the team’s 2005 


, 
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Joe Montana was 33 when he won 
his fourth, and final, Super Bowl 
ring. If the Patriots triumph in Super 
Bow! 39 Sunday, Tom Brady will 
have three at 27. “To be that young 
and have three,” says Montana with 
just a hint of envy in his voice. 
“Amazing.” Montana has been 
retired for 10 years, but there is a 
part of him that still misses the 
game, still wishes he could be in 
Brady’s spot, that young with so 
many more years left to add to the 
ring collection. 

“I never got tired of it,” Montana 
Says. “How can you? It is like a kid’ 
having candy for the first time. You 
get some, and you want more. From 
the way I know Tom, his drive has 
become even greater, and it will con- 
tinue that way unless he gets fed up 


PAUL ATTNER 
Take it from a Joe who knows: 
Brady is a special player 


fine. But he has done a 
tremendous job with the 
mental part of the game.” 
Montana was Brady’s 
hero, growing up as 
Brady did in a San 
Francisco suburb during 
the peak of the 49ers’ 
reign. Brady would attend 
home games and marvel, 
like the rest of us, at the 
wonder of Montana, how 
this unimposing guy 
could overwhelm defens- 
es with his wits, his legs 
and that special accuracy. Brady's 
style isn’t the same; he depends a 
lot less on mobility, and his arm is 
stronger. But like Montana, there is 
something special about Brady: 
the way he responds to pressure, 
the way his team seems elevated 


As a kid, Brady 
idolized Montana. 
Now, he has 
followed Montana’s 
winning example 

in the NFL. 


“A quarterback can 
learn by watching other 
quarterbacks play,” says 
Patriots coach Bill 
Belichick, referring specifi- 
cally to the link between 
Brady and Montana. 
Brady obviously learned 
well through observation. 
“I think he can be in posi- 
tion to win a lot more 
championships,” Montana 
Says. “But it won't get eas- 
ier. He'll find there is no 
end to the expectations. 
You win a close game, and 
it is not enough. It’s never 
enough.” 

Montana has become a 
spokesman who warns 
about the problems 
associated with high blood pres- 
sure—his once was dangerously 
out of control—which seems so 
ironic, Considering he was Mr. Cool 
on the field. Just like Brady. “I’m no 
Joe Montana,” Brady pleads. If he 
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with the game. As long as football 


remains No. 1 in his life, he will be by his presence. 


On whether it’s fair to 

)) criticize Peyton Manning 
for not beating the Patriots: 
“It's fair. He hasn't beat New 
England. He hasn't come Close, real- 
ly, to beating New England and never 
has a great game. Commentators, 
they make excuses, blame it on the 
receivers, blame it on this and that, 
but he never has a good game 
against that team. If a cormerback 
constantly gets beat against one 
receiver, you're really going to fault 
the cornerback, or the running back 
that can’t get any yards against a 
certain team. Just because a man 
throws 100 touchdown passes, 
you've got to call it like it is” 
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The world according to Deion 


Look out. If Ravens cornerback Deion Sanders’ recent observations as a guest on The James 
Brown Show are an indicator, then late-morning listeners had better get ready for “Prime Time” as 
he subs for J.B. through February 4 on.Sporting News Radio (10 a.m.-noon ET). 

A three-quote sampling of the world according to Deion: 


)) On how a potential return of Terrell Owens could affect the Eagles in the Super Bowl: 

“If they could get T-0. back, just for motivational purposes, just to know he’s on the field, he causes 
the defense to always be aware of where he is, He could be accounted for by two people—you can’t really 
cover him with one person, especially with the depleted secondary of the Patriots—and he will cause havoc.” 


keeps winning more rings, it’ll be 
difficult for anyone to agree. 


JILL OUELETTE 
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3 )) On rumors the Ravens could be 
interested in dealing for Randy Moss: 

“That would really encourage me to play, first and 
foremost. It would be a blessing for Randy 
because Randy plays on a Minnesota team 
where there is no player he feels as though that’s 
higher, so to speak, than a Randy Moss. Not say- 
ing that myself and Ray Lewis are, but we have 
the accolades that we can talk to him and he 
needs to listen. And | think we can help him, not 
only on the field but off the field, and let him see 
the big picture of life. Because football is just a 
blink of an eye, then you've got to deal with your 
life in your mid-30s or the early 30s, and we 
want to prepare him for that. Because football, 
it's over So quick, and we don’t want him to burn 
so many bridges and destroy relationships that 
you're left alone when you retire.” 
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After watching him all week in prac- 
tice, one tight ends coach said 
Colorado State TE Joel Dreessen can 
contribute right away in the NFL. He has a big body 
(6-3’&, 257) and reliable hands, gets good position and is a solid blocker. 
A better athlete than most think, Dreessen also catches the ball well in traffic. > 
Oklahoma WR Mark Clayton showed he deserves the high grades he has been 
getting. He's undersized (5-10, 185) but is quick and has excellent hands. One 
coach says Clayton is the type of player who has the ability to go the distance 
every time he touches the ball. > CB Ronald Bartell of Howard (Washington, 
D.C.) has caught the attention of a number of secondary coaches. He looks much 
better in press coverage than in soft coverage. For a guy who's 6-2, 200, he can 
jam opponents and turn and run quite well. > There was a buzz among offensive 
line coaches as they watched Michigan's David Baas, who's moving up the charts. 
He has limited experience at center, but he practiced well in the one-on-ones and 
appears smart enough to make the line calls, > Purdue's Taylor Stubblefield 
caught everything in sight during the week. He runs excellent routes and looks like 
a perfect third wide receiver candidate for the slot. > Oklahoma State CB Darrent 
Williams missed most of the season with an injury but showed great skills and 
sure hands at the Senior Bowl. Coaches described him as tenacious and competi- 
tive, and some scouts said he’s further along than current Dallas CB Terence 
Newman was at the same point 
in his career, > Northern 
Colorado WR Vincent Jackson 
looked good as a route runner 
early in the week, but he looked 
slower and dropped a few easy 
balls when he wore pads. His 
speed and size (6-45, 223) 
might work better at tight end. > 
USC DT Mike Patterson was 
very impressive in practices. One 
coach says he thinks Patterson 
has a similar style to Raiders 
DT Warren Sapp and that he 
might be a more disruptive 
force than Southern California 
DE Shaun Cody. > In practice, 
San Diego State ILB Kirk 
Morrison showed a bad stance 
and had questionable lateral 
movement for the pro level. But 
he plays better in game situations, > Auburn RB Carnell Williams impressed 
everyone who saw him in practices, although he made only a cameo appearance 
in the game because of a tight back. He was being watched very closely all week 
by the Raiders, Dolphins and Bears. One scout says Williams’ willingness to partici- 
pate in the Senior Bowl reveals a lot about his character and desire to compete. > 
Eastern Washington OT Michael Roos might need two years to get ready, but 
according to one line coach, Roos is competitive and, at 6-7, 313, is worth the 
development time. The coach says he'd love to draft Roos in the fourth or fifth 
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Baas showed he 
has the ingredients 
to play center. 
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round. > Oregon G Adam Snyder (6-454, 325) looks the part and is athletic. But 
as One offensive line coach points out, his inability to play with better bend and 
flexibility, along with bull rushes from NFL defensive tackles, will break him down. 
Snyder struggled to block defensive ends early in the week. > LSU DE Marcus 
Spears had some great practices and caught the eye of many executives and head 
coaches who know how hard it is to find big, strong left ends who can move inside 
ON pass-rushing downs. > Although Cincinnati DE/OLB Trent Cole had some good 
practices as a pass rusher, he was suspect at times when dropping in coverage as 
a linebacker. > One of the best-looking offensive linemen at the Senior Bowl was 
Mississippi's Mareus Johnson. He showed power, a quick first step and a desire to 
finish blocks. When asked about the offensive linemen, most of the defensive line- 
men on the South roster thought Johnson was special. > West Virginia RB Kay-Jay 
Harris consistently has demonstrated explosive power that gives him the ability to 
fun over people, Harris (6-0, 230) also can get to the outside and has showed a 
second gear. > Stanford TE Alex Smith looked great running pass routes, and his 
hands are very good. Smith also helped himself by showing the willingness and 
ability to be a good blocker. > Wisconsin G Dan Buenning’s stock is climbing. 
Line coaches who studied him on film liked what they saw before coming to the 
Senior Bowl and were excited to see him live up to expectations in person. 
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NFL 
INSIDE THE 


COLTS DE Robert Mathis, who has emerged 
as a premier situational pass rusher, could 
be moved to outside linebacker, where his 
size (6-2, 235) and speed might make him a 
good fit. Mathis played some at linebacker in 
practice last year but not in games. ... 
DOLPHINS CBs Patrick Surtain and Sam 
Madison likely will have greater responsibility 
next season, assuming they are retained. 
New coach Nick Saban prefers his strong 
safety to play closer to the line and cover 
more of the middle of the field. Last season, 
Surtain and Madison were given a lot of out- 
side safety help. With less two-deep cover- 
age, Surtain and Madison will have to be 
more exact in press Coverage or they will 
have'to play off their 

man more, 
which is not 
their forte. 
... TITANS 
QB Steve 
McNair con- 
tinues to 


allowed to run 


push. 
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James shouldn't be 


The prevailing attitude outside the Colts’ organiza- 
tion is that the team should allow RB Edgerrin James 
to leave as a free agent and use that money to 
upgrade the defense. Though the Colts need some 
defensive playmakers, they shouldn't listen to such 
talk. Replacing James’ all-around game wouldn't be 
easy, and losing him certainly would weaken the orga- 
nization’s greatest strength. The Colts’ offense should 
be allowed to stay together for at least one more 


recover nicely from sternum surgery. The team 
has acquired a vest apparatus that McNair 
could wear under his shoulder pads; the 
device is designed to help deflect impact 
from the chest area. McNair talked about 
retiring, but he has been upbeat of late and 
is expected to return. ... The BRONCOS 
might switch to a 3-4 defense, and they have 
the personnel to make it work. The lineback- 
ers, most notably MLB Al Wilson and OLB DJ. 
Williams, are fast and athletic. Terry Pierce, 
who is raw but talented, could play inside 
with Witson. Patrick Chukwurah could be a 
pass-rush specialist on the outside. ... 
Considering the strong possibility that the 
BROWNS will switch to a 3-4 scheme, they 
must give serious thought to having 
DE Courtney Brown play at a lighter weight 
and move to outside linebacker. The range of 
280 to 290 doesn't seem to suit him; he has 
finished the last four seasons on injured 
reserve. A lighter weight would take pressure 
off his legs, and his intelligence and speed 
would be assets at outside linebacker. ... 
PATRIOTS coaches like backup 
QB Rohan Davey, but he has shown 
no hints of being able to play in the 
NFL. His work ethic, intelligence and 
\ _ Jeadership are solid, but his 
\ footwork is poor, as is the accuracy 
of his short passes. Davey is poor 
insurance for Tom Brady. ... With 
Jerricho Cotchery primed to move up 
the No. 3 receiver spot for the JETS, 
Wayne Chrebet could be released, partic- 
ularly because he’s due a roster bonus 
in March. The team also expects its 
fourth receiver to be a special teams 
contributor, and Chrebet isn't a special 
teamer. He could retire, ... The 
CHIEFS’ offensive line is elite but 
also aging. That's Why the develop- 
ment of Jordan Black and Kevin 
Sampson is encouraging. Injuries 
forced Black to play some at right 
tackle last season, and he 
showed the athleticism the team 
wants from its linemen. Black 
could challenge John Welbourn, 
who is more of a mauler, for 
the starting Spot. Sampson 
played little as a rookie but 


~ 


ee ye 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


k ; 
_ Special only in name ™ 

Mike Shanahan often talks about excelling in Tee phases of the game, but 
the truth is the Broncos’ special teams have been neglected. In fact, aside from the 
outstanding work of K Jason Elam, the special teams have been’ a disaster. The ” 
Broncos went through two punters in 2004, and their 
coverage units were spotty. Rather than finding an 
explosive young player who could be a 
difference-maker returning kickoffs and My 
punts, the team seems contentto 4 
plug in a different player each 
week and hope he doesn't 
make a mistake. Over the 
past couple of seasons, 
the team’s best punt 
returner has been 

Smith, but 

hardly is the rol 
you want for your: 
top receiver who 
will turn 35 this 
offseason. 


fi 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


showed promise in practice. ... RAVENS sec- 
ondary coach Johnny Lynn has encouraged 
front office members to re-sign CB Deion 
Sanders. Lynn thought Sanders had a strong 
presence off the field, but he had trouble 
staying on it because of injuries. The team 
should look to develop a nickel corner 
instead of bringing back Sanders. ... 
STEELERS rookie QB Ben Roethlisberger 
struggled late in the season against zones. 
Once teams figured out that blitzing 
Roethlisberger allowed him to. make plays on 
the run, they started dropping extra players 
into coverage and he forced too many 
throws. An emphasis will be placed on 
Roethlisberger learning how to better read 
defenses and making plays from the pocket. 
... RAIDERS TE Teyo Johnson went from a 
forgotten player to a reliable option by sea- 
son's end, But his emergence from coach 
Norv Turner's doghouse will be short-lived if 
Johnson doesn’t show a strong commitment 
to all facets of the game this offseason, 
especially because Courtney Anderson 
(knee) is expected to be at full health by 
training camp. Al Davis views Anderson as a 
potential star. ... Though QB Jon Kitna offers 
the BENGALS stability, leadership and a 
nice insurance policy behind Carson Palmer, 
a trade of Kitna shouldn't be ruled out. The 
team would welcome the chance to add a 
draft pick, especially with its needs of 
improving the pass rush and run defense. If 
the Bengals trade Kitna, they will have to 
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San Diego, Jim Trotter; Tennessee, Jim Wyatt. 


CORRESPONDENTS: Baltimore, Mike Preston; Buffalo, Allen Wilson; Cincinnati, Chick Ludwig; 
Cleveland, Steve Doerschuk; Denver, Patrick Saunders; Houston, Carlton Thompson; Indianapolis, 
Mike Chappell; Jacksonville, Bart Hubbuch; Kansas City, Adam Teicher; Miami, Jason Cole; New 

England, Michael Felger; New York, Rich Cimini; Oakland, Steve Corkran; Pittsburgh, Gerry Dulac; 


sign another veteran backup. Casey Bramlet, 
a 2004 rookie, shows promise but isn't 
ready to assume a No. 2 role. ... TEXANS 
SS Eric Brown lost his starting job to rookie 
Glenn Earl in 2004. Brown excels in run sup- 
port but struggles covering tight ends. Earl 
plays the run like a linebacker, and coaches 
like his upside in coverage. Brown is willing 
to be a backup, and given Earl's inexperi- 
ence, the team should do everything it can 
to bring back Brown. ... New JAGUARS 
offensive coordinator Carl Smith is vowing to 
be more aggressive than he was when he 
had the same position with the Saints under 
former coach Jim Mora. Jaguars coach Jack 
Del Rio fired Bill Musgrave because he didn't 
think Musgrave’s version of the West Coast 
offense fit the team’s personnel, so Smith 
will be under orders to play to the strengths 
of quarterback Byron Leftwich and running 
back Fred Taylor. Smith is a well-regarded 
quarterbacks coach, so the Jags expect 
Leftwich’s development to be accelerated. ... 
After being maligned last preseason, BILLS 
RT Mike Williams made great strides during 
the season, improving as a pass blocker by 
showing better technique getting into his sets 
and using his strong hands to redirect pass 
rushers. ... New CHARGERS offensive line 
coach Carl Mauck is intense and 
demanding. His critical style generally is han- 
dled better by veteran players; the Chargers 
Started two rookies and a third-year pro last 
season. Mauck isn't known for his patience. 


Good hands 
wanted 


It's likely the Raven 
use the free-agent market to 
find an upgrade at wide 
recelver because they 
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AFC FOCUS: . 


Draft buzz 


Expect the Dolphins to take a 
long look at Florida State’s Alex 
Barron, who is considered the best 
left tackle available and has been 
likened to former Seminoles star 
Walter Jones of the Seahawks. The 
Dolphins also desperately need a 
running back, and Cedric Benson of 
Texas and Ronnie Brown and 
Cadillac Williams of Auburn are con- 
sidered the best. But that is a deep 
position in the draft. If the Dolphins 
decide to take a back, they likely 
will try to trade down from the 
second Overall spot. ... Texas 
OLB Derrick Johnson and Miami 
(Fla.) CB Antrel Rolle figure to be 
two of the most coveted defensive 
players. The Ravens had a history 
of pursuing those two positions 
when Phil Savage, the Browns’ new 
G.M., worked in Baltimore—and 
now those are areas of need in 
Cleveland, which has the third 
overall pick. Johnson also would be 
an ideal fit for the Raiders, who are 
adjusting to a 34 scheme and need 
playmakers at linebacker. The 
defense-starved Chiefs also would 
love to land Rolle and plug him in 
immediately at nickel back. ... 
Given the Browns’ uncertainty at 
quarterback, Savage 
also is taking a hard 
look at Cal’s Aaron 
Rodgers, an accu- 


rate passer with good mobility. 
Don't expect Savage to be scared off 
by Rodgers just because former Cal 
QB Kyle Boller has struggled since 
being drafted in the first round by 
the Ravens in 2003. ... Two of the 
Bills’ top three offensive tackles, 
Jonas Jennings and Marcus Price, 
are unrestricted free agents. 
Syracuse’s Adam Terry or 
Mississippi’s Marcus Johnson would 
be a good fit if either is available in 
the middle of the second round 
(the Bills don’t have a first-round 
pick). Johnson might be more 
physical than Terry; both are con- 
sidered athletic. Also, the Bills will 
need more depth at defensive 
tackle if free agent Pat Williams 
departs. Southern California's Mike 
Patterson is undersized (-1114, 292) 
but has disruptive quickness. He 
was productive against top college 
competition and would be an 
intriguing selection. ... The Bengals 
want to upgrade their interior 
defense and force more turnovers. 
On their radar are Wisconsin 
DT Anttaj Hawthorne and Georgia 
SS Thomas Davis. Hawthorne is a 
tough run stopper who can pene- 
trate the backfield, and Davis is 
physical and athletic and has great 
range. When the Bengals look to 
their offense, they would like to 
add an explosive receiver 
such as Oklahoma's Mark 
Clayton, who could comple- 
ment Chad Johnson and 
give Carson Palmer anoth- 
er playmaker to work 
with. The Bengals also 
would like to land an 
eventual replacement for 
C Rich Braham, who turns 35 
next season. LSU's Ben 
Wilkerson, Oklahoma's Vince 
Carter or North Carolina's 
Jason Brown would be a wel- 
come addition. ... The Chargers 
have two first-round picks, 
thanks to the Eli Manning trade. 
Expect them to use both instead of 
packaging the 12th’ and 28th picks 
to move up in the draft. The team 
has not had good luck signing top 
five picks and wants to avoid 
another contract squabble. A 
pass rusher, free safety and 
wide receiver are high on 
the Chargers’ wish list. 
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Regardless of the LIONS’ bend-but-don't- 
break philosophy on defense, there comes a 
time when a team has to prove it can blitz 
with results—something Detroit hasn't come 
close to doing. Coordinator Dick Jauron must 
fet the most out of his fast, young lineback- 
ers and put together better blitzing schemes. 
In particular, LBs Alex Lewis and James 
Davis could be useful blitzers in nickel situa- 
tions. ... Expect the BUCCANEERS to be very 
active in pursuing free-agent RB LaMont 
Jordan (Jets). Jordan would be a good fit for 
the offense because he’s an above-average 
receiver with good speed and durability. He's 
the kind of back who can wear a defense 
down, so he'd be a perfect complement to 
Charlie Garner and lan Smart, who figures 
to get more playing time as a third-down, 
change-of-pace back. ... The GIANTS have 
been rumored to be interested in dealing 
CB Will Allen fora high draft pick, but trad- 
ing him isn’t worth the risk. There are no 
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INSIDE THE 


LINE CHANGE 


The right side of the offensive 
line was a major reason why the 
Panthers’ offense struggled for the 
first half of the season. RG Tutan 
Reyes wasn't effective as a run 
blocker, and RTs Todd Fordham 
and Matt Willig struggled in pass 
protection. The team tried to com- 
pensate by using tight ends to help 
with blocking on the right sic 
jj beeunning 


obvious candidates on the roster who can 
replace Allen, whose salary makes him a bar- 
gain for next season. He has the cover skills 
to keep up with most speed receivers and 
usually is in position to break up passes. ... 
MLB Brian Urlacher’s injury problems this 
season provided an opportunity for BEARS 
WLB Lance Briggs to emerge from Urlachers 
shadow. Briggs improved in coverage and 
remained a menace against the run, leading 
the team with 126 tackles in his first year on 
the weak side. ... If the COWBOYS convert 
to a 3-4 defense, the move 
could negate the quick- 
ness of DT La’Roi 
Glover and LE Greg 
Ellis. Glover and 
Ellis are undersized 
Players who use 
their quickness to 
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Western philosophy 


Count 49ers FB Fred Beasley among the players excited that the basic 
West Coast system will be emphasized on offense. Beasley was concerned 
his services as a dominant run blocker wouldn't be needed if the 49ers 
brought in a more pass-heavy scheme. The running game plummeted this 
season when the offensive line struggled, and Beasley’s lead blocks often 
were nullified by the presence of extra defenders in the box. 


thrive. In the 3-4, both probably would play 
defensive end, which means they would be 
lined up over offensive tackles and forced to 
engage players who outweigh them by 50 or 
60 pounds. ... The SAINTS had remarkable 
success this season with a four-end align- 
ment in passing situations. In that scheme, 
RE Darren Howard moved inside to tackle 
alongside Tony Bryant, and 
rookie pass-rush specialist 
Will Smith was inserted at 
left end. If Howard, a free 
agent, doesn't return, the 
Saints probably will use 

DT Willie Whitehead inside, 
but he doesn't have Howard's 
pass-rushing ability. ... 
REDSKINS OLB Marcus 
Washington's all-around per- 
formance this season far 
exceeded coaches’ expecta- 
tions. Washington is strong 
against the run and on 
blitzes. He continually 
impressed the team with his 
ability in pass coverage and 
should continue to improve in 
that area next season, giving 
the staff even more options 
on defense. ... The 
SEAHAWKS’ Michael 
Boulware spent most of the 
season playing linebacker in 
the nickel defense, a role he 
continued to fill even after 
moving into the starting line- 
up at strong safety. But the 
education Boulware, who 
played linebacker in college, 


got working at safety as a rookie will allow 
him to play more instinctively and aggressive- 
lyin 2005. ... Although he had some rough 
moments, DeJuan Groce showed enough to 
the RAMS’ coaching staff that the No. 3 cor- 
nerback job will be his to lose next season. 
Groce isn't as fast as Kevin Garrett, who also 
will compete for the spot, but he has better 
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ee. NFC FOCUS: 


Draft buzz 


Conventional wisdom says the Panthers will use the No. 14 
overall pick on an offensive tackle, with Florida State’s Alex 
Barron and Oklahoma's Jammal Brown being the top candi- 

dates. But the team might find better value choosing a run- 
ning back, defensive tackle, wide receiver or cornerback in 
the first round. ... If the Buccaneers fail to add a free- 
agent running back, they'll strongly consider Auburn 
RB Carnell Williams with the No. 5 overall pick. The Bucs’ 
staff coached Williams on the Senior Bowl South squad and 
believes he is a more complete back than many scouts real- 
ize. Williams also would be a nice option for the Cardinals, 
who pick eighth and need a running back. Texas’ Cedric 
Benson will be an attractive target if he’s available. ... 
Because new Packers defensive coordinator Jim Bates 
relies so heavily on a four-man rush, the team must 
add another pass-rushing end. Bates has had the most 
success with speed rushers at both end spots, and the 
team should be able to address that need early in the 
draft, although getting Wisconsin’s Erasmus James, 
Georgia's David Pollack or Oklahoma’s Dan Cody probably 
would require trading up in the first round. ... If former 
Southern California WR Mike Williams is available when the 
Redskins pick ninth, he'll be hard to resist. Williams (64, 230) 
has the size, speed and ability the team needs in a No. 2 
receiver, and he eventually could push for the No. 1 job. A 
less obvious area of need is the offensive line, a unit the team 
likely will address with its middle- and late-round picks. ... 
Look for the Eagles to target a wide receiver, a defensive end 
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Carolina could use a 
tackle such as Barron 


but might get better and perhaps a defensive tackle with their first three picks. 
value for its first-round This would be a good time to get a future replacement for 
pick at another position. 


WR Terrell Owens, and the team could move up in the first 
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Conversion factor 


“During Senior Bow! practices, the 
Buccaneers worked out Arkansas 

QB Matt Jones at wide receiver and 
_ tight end; he'll probably play one of 
positions in the NFL. The Bucs 
@ quality tight end and now 
‘have a good read on whether Jones 
“can fit the bill. He needs to 
ms improve as a blocker, but 

the team loves his size 

(6-6, 237) and long stride. 
They'll consider taking him in 
econd or third round. 


round in hopes of landing Williams or Michigan’s Braylon 
Edwards. Both have the size the team likes. On defense, 
Pollack, LSU DE Marcus Spears and Mississippi State 

DT Ronald Fields are attractive. ... Vikings coaches focused on 
defense while scouting the Senior Bowl and were pleased with 
what they saw among the defensive backs but were disap- 
pointed with a thin linebackers crop. It’s possible Minnesota 
could seek free-agent linebackers and look to select a defen- 
sive back, possibly a safety, early in the draft. ... The 
Seahawks would like to continue strengthening their defense; 
Pollack, Texas OLB Derrick Johnson or LSU CB Corey Webster 
would be a great pickup. But Seattle might alter its course if 
offseason transactions necessitate finding replacements for 
RB Shaun Alexander or WR Koren Robinson. ... Johnson also 
could be attractive to the Cowboys, particularly if they switch 
to a 3-4 defense. But if he doesn’t fall to the team at No. 11, 
Dallas might turn its attention to Maryland’s Shawne 
Merriman, who is the type of pass rusher the Cowboys want 
at outside linebacker. 


> 


instincts and is a better tackler, ... FALCONS 
offensive line coach Alex Gibbs doesn’t want 
the team to use high draft picks to fortify the 
line. Gibbs has a history of taking underap- 
preciated linemen and molding them into 
starters or serviceable backups; C Todd 
McClure, RG Kynan Forney and LT Kevin 
Shaffer are former seventh-round picks. The 
line was the league’s best in the running 
game this season but must improve in pass 
protection, where it was especially vulnerable 
to ends who rushed wide. ... Next season, 
look for EAGLES rookie Shawn Andrews to 
remain at right guard, where he played well 
before he broke his leg. Andrews (6-4, 340) 
has the size and strength to be a perfect 
road grader. He could move to right tackle 
eventually, but RT Jon Runyan isn't ready to 
relinquish his position. ... PANTHERS 

SS Mike Minter didn't have any intercep- 
tions this season, but the team was very 
happy with his performance. Coaches believe 
Minter wasn't statistically productive because 
he was too busy helping the younger mem- 
bers of the secondary adjust to their new 
jobs. ... Finding a place for LB Nick” 
Barnett will be an offseason priority for the 
PACKERS. Barnett played the middle the 
past two seasons, and the team hasn't ruled 
out playing him there again, But much will 
depend on the linebackers who are added in 


the offseason. Barnett might be better suited 
to play on the weak side, where he doesn’t 
have to read as much. ... 49ERS C Jeremy 
Newberry appears on pace to rebound from 
an injury-filled 2004. His knee has respond= 
€d well to surgery, and disk problems in his 
back have eased. His healthy return is vital 
to the offense, which struggled without 
Newberry anchoring the line and guiding the 
inexperienced quarterbacks. ... VIKINGS 

TE Jim Kleinsasser and RT Mike Rosenthal 
are expected to be healthy in time for train- 
ing camp. Without Kleinsasser, the running 
game suffered, particularly when ballcarriers 
tried to get outside. Nat Dorsey and Adam 
Goldberg were adequate replacements for 
Rosenthal, but his veteran presence was 
missed. ... CARDINALS coach Dennis Green 
wants DE Calvin Pace (6-4, 262) to get big- 
ger and stronger. Green wasn't happy that 
Pace worked out on his own during part of 
last offseason and says he'll have less 
patience with players who don't participate in 
the team’s offseason program this year. 


CORRESPONDENTS: Arizona, Kent Somers; Atlanta, George Henry; Carolina, Pat Yasinskas; Chicago, 


Mike Mulligan; Dallas, Jean-Jacques Taylor; Detroit, Tom Kowalski; Green Bay, Tom Silverstein; 
Minnesota, Kevin Seifert; New Orleans, Jeff Duncan; New York, Neil Best; Philadelphia, Mark Eckel; 
St. Louis, Jim Thomas; San Francisco, Cam Inman; Seattle, Clare Famsworth; Tampa Bay, Roy 
Cummings; Washington, Paul Woody. 
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The Packers’ defense won't 
have a lot of bells and whistles 
under new coordinator Jim Bates, 
but the number of glaring mis- 
takes should drop significantly. 
Bates won't blitz a lot, won't use 
much zone coverage and won't 
overcommit against the run. 
Instead, he wants a swarming 
defense with an emphasis on 
speed at linebacker and safety. 

He'll have his corners apply 
bump-and-run coverage, spread 
| his ends wide to allow more 
| pass-rush freedom and stack his 

linebackers to fill running lanes. 

Fundamentals took a hit during 

the team’s 2004 transition to a 

blitz-oniented defense, but that 
} won't happen under Bates. 
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OK, so we'll probably never have a perfect system for picking All-Star starters. 
But at least we can get the reserves right. 


A spoonful of sense to sweeten 
the All-Star Game 


ow’s the time when NBA 

observers everywhere adopt 

a standard pose of 

indignation, a haughty pooh- 

poohing of the opinions of 
the masses. Every year, the results 
of fan balloting for the All-Star Game 
come in, and every year there’s 
something that makes the know-it- 
all writer gnash his teeth and 
demand that the league forever ban 
the outdated practice of fan 
balloting. But every year, the NBA 
does not listen (because the All-Star 
Game is played for the enjoyment of 
fans, perhaps the league has good 
reason to give them a vote, but NBA 
observers are not supposed to 
mention that). 


at guard, not forward, 


44, | (EWS . 2/11/05 


So the outrages pile up. Vince 
Carter will be an All-Star starter, 
which will make him the worst All- 
Star starter since ... Vince Carter, 
last year. One gets the sense that 
Carter could be caught on video 
dining on a meal of puppy livers 
and bald eagle wings and he still 
would be voted a starter. In less 
offensive news, because the league 
sets up the ballot before the season 
starts, LeBron James will be a 
starter at guard, though he has 
been a forward all season. Ditto for 
Tracy McGrady. Amare Stoudemire 
has excelled at center and should 
start over Yao Ming at that position, 
but he’s listed as a forward. 

Here, the writer must tell himself: 
Relax. There are greater 
injustices in the world. 
It’s only an All-Star Game. 

Based on the most 
recent balloting, the 
starters in the East will 
be Allen Iverson and 
James at guard, Grant Hill 
and Carter at forward 
and Shaquille O'Neal at 
center, In the West, it'll be 
Kobe Bryant and 
McGrady at guard, Tim 
Duncan and Kevin 
Garnett at forward and 
Yao at center. The starters 
aren't likely to change— 
but the reserves, voted’on 
by coaches, are still up in 
the air. Perhaps good 
sense will prevail there 
and the All-Star reserves 
will look something like 
this: 

East reserve guards: 
Dwyatie Wade, Heat; 
Gilbert Arenas, Wizards; 
Paul Pierce, Celtics; Steve 
Francis, Magic. 
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Apologies to: Michael Redd, 
Bucks; Stephon Marbury, Knicks; 
Richard Hamilton, Pistons; 
Chauncey Billups, Pistons; Jamaal 
Tinsley, Pacers; Kirk Hinrich, Bulls. 

The East is stacked with guards. 
Redd, an All-Star last year, has done 
nothing to diminish his status, 
except that the Bucks are 
losing. Overall, Marbury’s 
numbers are superior to 
Francis’, but Francis’ scor- 
ing ability, especially in the 
clutch, has rescued sever- 
al wins for the Magic, 
and Marbury’s 
team has sunk, 
Arenas’ deci- 
sion-making 
has improved 
dramatically, 
and though 
Pierce's 
Celtics 
have 
struggled, 
he is still 
an excep- 
tional scorer 
who Can pass 
and rebound. 

East reserve 
forwards: 
Jermaine O'Neal, 
Pacers; Antawn 
Jamison, Wizards. 

Apologies to: Emeka 
Okafor, Bobcats. 

The East has few quality 
forwards, especially with 
Richard Jefferson and Ron 
Artest out. O'Neal is the only 
no-brainer on the forwards list. 
It’s a tough call between Okafor 
and Jamison, but Jamison’s scor- 
ing punch and the Wizards’ excel- 
lent start make the veteran the 
choice. 


East reserve center: Ben Wallace, 
Pistons. 

Apologies to: Nazr Mohammed, 
Knicks; Jeff Foster, Pacers; Zydrunas 
Ilgauskas, Cavaliers. 

Mohammed is having the best 
season Of his seven-year career, 
Foster has been a rebounding 
machine, and Ilgauskas is a fine 
offensive weapon—but none of 
these three has the impact on his 
team that Wallace has. 

West reserve guards: Ray Allen, 
Sonics; Steve Nash, Suns. . 

Apologies to: Jason Richardson, 
Warriors; Mike Bibby, Kings; Tony 
Parker, Spurs; Manu Ginobili, 
Spurs. 

Richardson's all-around 
improvement has gone over- 
looked because the Warriors 

have been bad this season, but 
he shows signs of All-Star tal- 
ent. Not enough signs yet, 
though, to challenge 
Nash and Allen, the 
leaders of 


Francis’ 
clutch play 
has been 
All-Star 
caliber. 
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Folks in Los 
Angeles are not at all surprised by 
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the two most surprising teams in 
the league. 

West reserve forwards: Dirk 
Nowitzki, Mavericks; Chris Webber, 
Kings; Shawn Marion, Suns; Peja 
Stojakovic, Kings. 

Apologies to: Troy Murphy, 
Warriors; Elton Brand, Clippers; 
Rashard Lewis, Sonics; Pau Gasol, 
Grizzlies; Zach Randolph, Trail 
Blazers; Carlos Boozer, Jazz. 


SF Darius Miles’ behavior in Portland last week. 
Miles reportedly directed a racial epithet at 
Portland coach Maurice Cheeks during a film 
session and told him he didn’t care if the Blazers 
lost 20 in a row because Cheeks was on his way 
to being fired. Reportedly, when Cheeks told Miles 
to leave, Miles (very maturely) responded, “Make 
me.” Says a former assistant coach with the 
Clippers, Miles’ team in his first two seasons, “The 
thing about Darius, the only thing he’s ever really 
cared about is money. He got a lot of money this 
summer, so what does he have to care about 
now?” The reference is to the six-year, $48 million 
contract Miles signed in the offseason. The size of 
the contract, combined with Miles’ reputation, 
ensures the Blazers will find it almost impossible 
to trade him. > He still flashes the same prob- 
lems (lack of 
hustle, muscle 
and smarts) 
that he did 
throughout his 
three-year stint 
with Orlando, 
but backup 

C Steven Hunter is show- 
ing progress with Phoenix. 
He’s mostly a dunker who 
stays out of the way on 
offense, but Hunter is 
expanding his offensive 
game a bit, and his shot 
blocking is outstanding (as 
usual) with 1.4 per game 
in just 13.3 minutes. He 
has cut down his mental 
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Sources in Denver say that new coach George Karl was, indeed, the 


choice of general manager Kiki Vandeweghe, not hand-picked by 
team owner Stan Kroenke. Karl and Kroenke are business partners, 
fueling speculation that it was the owner who picked Karl. But Karl 
was the only coach Vandeweghe really considered. Vandeweghe long 
has wanted the Nuggets to employ an uptempo, running style, one 


that emphasizes their natural advantage—the thin air in their home 


It's hard to imagine a time when 
Brand and Randolph, Who churn 
out 20 points and 10 rebounds con- 
sistently, will have a chance to be 
regular All-Stars. In the West, 20 and 
10 gets you the same as six points 
and three rebounds per game—four 
days off in February. You either 
have to be a dazzling scorer such as 
Nowitzki and Stojakovic or a won- 
derfully versatile player such as 


lapses and is benefiting from playing next to C Amare 
Stoudemire. > The Hornets never really expected SF Jamal 
Mashburn to play for them this season, but the team hopes 
he still can be a big part of its future—this summer. 
Mashburm's contract expires after the 2005-06 season, and 
the Hornets figure he could be a valuable piece for a team 
wanting to clear cap space for future contract extensions. 
The 2002 draft class is up for extensions this summer that 
will begin in 2006. The Pistons could use the space to sign 
SF Tayshaun Prince. The same applies to the Rockets in 
their quest to keep C Yao Ming and to the Suns, who will be 
looking to keep Stoudemire. The Pistons also have C Ben 
Wallace up for a new contract in 2006. 


city. Karl fits Vandeweghe's coaching profile because he stresses 
defensive pressure and uptempo offense, two staples of Karl's 
Sonics teams in the mid-1990s. In the wider view, the Nuggets really 
had no choice but to hire Karl. The team has been in disarray and, 
though this group has not been completely healthy all season, the 
real problem has been a lack of effort and willingness to be 
coached. Besides, Kroenke was embarrassed to have the Nuggets 
playing so poorly with the All-Star Game scheduled to be in Denver 
on February 20. Karl was the only candidate available with enough 
experience and name recognition to have a chance at turning things 
around quickly. What's baffling, though, is this: Karl got extraordinary 
security (more than Vandeweghe, it should be noted) with a six-year 
contract that will pay him a reported $20 million. If things don't work 
Out, expect Vandeweghe, not Karl, to take the fall. 


Garnett, Webber and Marion to 
make the cut, If Andrei Kirilenko 
had stayed healthy, he probably 
would have beaten out Stojakovic. 
West reserve center: Amare 
Stoudemire, Suns. 
Apologies to: Brad Miller, Kings. 
Stoudemire is a natural power 


“Get the scoop on all of the All-Star players 


Msn. foxsports.com, keyword: NBA, 


Once upon a time, players 
entered the slam dunk 
contest because it gave them a 
shot at endorsements and a nice 
extra paycheck. Well, these days, 
high-profile players don't need 
either. Thus, this is an exercise 
in futility, but still, we'd like to 
beg LeBron James and Dwyane 
Wade to give us a dream dunk 
contest matchup. 
It seems that Minnesota coach 
Flip Saunders let the experiment 
of starting Wally Szezerbiak go 
on just long enough. Szezerbiak 
whined about starting 

before the 
season, so 
Saunders put 
him in the 
lineup. But, 
with the 
Timberwolves 
struggling, 
Saunders went back 
to what worked last sea- 
son—starting defensive-minded 
guard Trenton Hassell and 
bringing Szezerbiak off the 
bench. The Timberwolves, who 
entered the week with a five- 
game winning streak, are 17-17 
with Szezerbiak in the starting 
lineup and 7-2 when he comes 
off the bench. 

With the Knicks in a tailspin, 
big-name coaches are rumored 
to be ready to step in—Larry 
Brown and Phil Jackson are two 
names that have come up. No 
way. Brown is a local guy, and 
Jackson would be thrilled to 
follow in the footsteps of his 
idol, Red Holzman, but the 
problem is the guy who does the 
hiring: team president tsiah 
Thomas. There's no way Thamas 
will let someone such as 
Jackson or Brown steal his 
spotlight. 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


forward who has helped key the 
Suns’ fast start with his willingness 
to play center. What he lacks in 
bulk, he more than makes up for in 
athleticism, power and intelligence. 
He has developed a nice midrange 
jumper to go with those hide-the 
children dunks. _ TSN 


including the latest news and stats, at 
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The best chance to beat the 
Suns, and I think everyone's start- 
ing to pick up on this, is you’ve 
got to make Steve Nash a scorer 
‘instead of a passer. He’s good 
enough that if you force him to 
score, they still might beat you. 
But if you make him a distributor, 
they'll definitely beat you. 
Whenever he gets into the paint 
and a defender leaves to help 
right away, it’s a 3 or a dunk for 
whoever’s left open. But if you 
send help late, you might get him 
caught up in the air. Hold him 
under 10 assists, and you're in 
pretty good shape. Getting his 
field-goal attempts up is most 
important. ... Gary Payton is play- 
ing head and shoulders better 


than last year. I figured he would * 


be the worst pickup of the sum- 
mer because | thought he would 
be a bad guy to have around such 
a young team, but he’s been just 
the opposite. He’s doing what Doc 
Rivers expects of him, and he’s 
been great for Marcus Banks. | 
really like the Celtics’ rookies, Al 
Jefferson and Tony Allen. A player 
Allen reminds me of—I know he’s 
not as good—is Ron Artest as a 
rookie. | don’t think Allen will ever 
develop into a shooter like Artest 
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SCOUTS VIEWS 


Observations from an Eastern Conference scout 


did—I hear he has a depth percep- 
tion problem—but he defends his 
butt off. He can score posting up, 
he brings so much energy, and 
he’s a tough cookie. ... The All- 
Star break can’t get here quick 
enough for the Pistons and 
Pacers. | don't think you can over- 
estimate how much of a problem 
getting past the fight has been for 
both teams. I’m not condoning 
what the players did, but they still 
are getting blamed, they’re still 
seeing it on TV, they're still hear- 
ing about it constantly. After they 
have some time to get away from 
it all for a couple of days, I think 
they'll come back in a different 
frame of mind. ... As for the 
Pacers bringing Artest back to 
practice, I think they were worried 
about him and what he might do. 
Everything I hear is that they want 
to get rid of him. But just in case 
they can’t trade him, they need to 
have him around the guys so if he 
does come back in October, it 
won't be as big a deal. Personally, 
I don’t see how he doesn't end up 
in New York. It probably would 
have to be a three-team deal, and | 
don’t know how it would work, 
but it makes sense for the Knicks 
and for Artest. 


Payton has fit like a 
glove with Boston. 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 
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Sean Deveney’s midseason awards 


Most Valuable Player 


Steve Nash, PG, Suns. By season's end, Shaquille O'Neal 
and Tim Duncan will make serious runs at the award (as will 
Dirk Nowitzki and LeBron James), but the impact Nash has 
had on the players around him is immeasurable. Or, maybe 


| it can be measured: When Nash sat out for four games with 


a thigh injury, the Suns scored just 86.3 points per game 
and were 0-4. With him, they've averaged 112.2 points and 
are 35-6. 


Rookie of the Year 


Emeka Okafor, PF, Bobcats. Charlotte has had difficulty 
scraping up wins, but this expansion team is no pushover. 
Okafor is the reason. He needs more polish offensively, but he 


= is a fierce rebounder and an intelligent defender. In the 


forward-starved East, he figures to become a force. 


Coach of the Year 


Nate McMillan, Sonics. Scott Skiles, Mike D'Antoni and 
Eddie Jordan have led surprising teams. Gregg Popovich and 
Rick Adelman continue to be impressive with their consisten- 
cy, But McMillan has taken a team that was 37-45 last 
season and pushed it into the league's elite, Buoyed by a 
back-against-the-wall situation (McMillan is in the last year 


} of his contract), Mr. Sonic has imposed tougher defense and 


a more aggressive, attacking offense~a style he had long 
wanted to employ—and the results have shown why, 


Sixth Man Award 


Danny Fortson, PF, Sonics. There are bench players who 
have put up better stats, but none has had a bigger impact 
on his team than Fortson (though Bulls rookie Ben Gordon 
is catching up). Fortson is physical and has given the Sonics 
the toughness and rebounding they've lacked. He also gets 
to the free throw line 4.9 times per game, impressive con- 
sidering he is averaging just 18.4 minutes. 


Most Improved Player 


Bobby Simmons, G/F, Clippers. This will come down to 
Simmons, the Pacers’ Jamaal Tinsley and the Wizards’ Larry 
Hughes. Simmons has the edge. Hughes and Tinsley are bet- 
ter players, but Simmons’ improvement has been more 


} dramatic. He won a spot on the Clippers because of his hus- 


tle and defense, but he has taken an extraordinary leap 
offensively this season, averaging 15.9 points on 47.1 per- 
cent shooting. His career averages beginning the season 


, were 5.5 points on 40.3 percent shooting, 


Defensive Player of the Year 


Tim Duncan, PF, Spurs. Duncan should get more attention 
for this, but the award rarely goes to players who are 
offensive stars, too. San Antonio is holding opponents to a 
league-best 86.0 points per game, and though some credit 
goes to Bruce Bowen and Popovich’s system, it’s Duncan's 
presence that fuels this team’s defense 


kenrosenthal@ sportingnews.com 


Baseball's financial playing field probably won't ever 
be level, but the sport is making progress. 


Spreading the wealth 
spreads the talent, too 


ankees this, Yankees that— 

enough already. Major League 

Baseball’s revenue-sharing 

plan is working, with several 

have-nots demonstrating 
greater spending power than in the 
past. 

No one would suggest that the 
playing field is level; it never has 
been in baseball and probably never 
will be. But at least MLB is showing 
progress in ways it hasn’t before. 

Progress after only two years of a 
four-year labor agreement that redis- 
tributes money from the rich teams 
to the poor in unprecedented 
amounts. 

Progress that suggests even 
greater possibilities if MLB expands 
its current program and doesn’t go 
all NHL on us when the agreement 
expires after the 2006 season. 

Just the facts ... 

@ The Marlins beat out the Mets 
for free-agent first baseman Carlos 
Delgado, signing him to a four-year, 


$52 million contract. 

@ The Reds signed free-agent left- 
hander Eric Milton to a three-year, 
$25.5 million contract when the 
Yankees wouldn't give Milton more 
than $21 million. 

@ The Brewers signed free-agent 
catcher Damian Miller to a three- 
year, $8.5 million contract and trad- 
ed for left fielder Carlos Lee, who 
will make $8 million this season. 

@ The Twins accomplished their 
chief priority by re-signing ace 
righthander Brad Radke to a two- 
year, $18 million contract. 

I read off that list in a telephone 
conversation with commissioner 
Bud Selig last week, and I could 
almost see him nodding from 
Milwaukee. 

“Four to five years ago,” Selig 
said, “those kinds of signings could 

not have taken 
place.” 
Pirates owner 
Kevin 


( PY McClatchy 
The small-market Twins gave ata 
big money to Radke. Orioles 


Fe; 


owner Peter 
Angelos lament 
the overall increase 
in spending, but it’s 
Not just the high-rey- 
€nue teams that are 
splurging. McClatchy’s 
Problem is that he lacks 
the cash flow to take his 
Own risks. 

No doubt, the system 
remains flawed when 
low-revenue teams such 
as the Pirates and Royals 

operate without hope, The 
A’s trades involving pitehers 
Tim Hudson and Mark Mulder 
offer further discouragement— 
though the A’s did sign third 


baseman Eric Chavez to a six-year, 
$66 million deal last year. 

No, Oakland can’t keep everyone, 
but guess what? NFL teams, playing 
in salary cap nirvana, don’t keep 
everyone, either. Baseball’s low- 
revenue franchises face obvious 
disadvantages, but that doesn’t 
preclude them from being resource- 
ful. The Marlins, A’s and Devil Rays 
are on the verge of new ballparks 
and/or new ownership. Las Vegas 
looms, as Washington, D.C., once did, 
as a potential relocation bonanza. 

Of course, when Selig volunteers, 
“There are situations at both ends 
that need to be looked at,” he isn’t 
just talking about the low-revenue 
dregs. 

He’s talking about the big, bad 
Yankees. 

The awful, terrible Yankees are 
expected to contribute nearly 
$100 million in luxury tax and 
revenue-sharing payments in 2005, 
making them the gift that keeps on 
giving to the sport. 

The Yankees finally reached their 
financial limit this offseason, choos- 
ing lefthander Randy Johnson over 
center fielder Carlos Beltran rather 
than simply swallowing both. Their 
limit remains far above the next- 
highest club’s, But the way the tax 
works, the more they spend, the 
more they pay, 

Of course, the Yankees always 
find new ways to make money, 
too. Their latest plan is to build a 
new ballpark, the cost of which 
they could deduct from their local 
revenues, according to MLB rules. 
Thus, they would save some ungodly 
amount in revenue sharing, then 
increase their annual ballpark rev- 
enues by another ungodly number. If 
you're wondering whether the '06 
labor negotiations will amount to 


another round of “How to Stop the 
Yankees,” the answer probably is 
yes. 

Then again, the Yankees last won 
the World Series in 2000. Owner 
George Steinbrenner, the driving 
force behind their insatiable finan- 
cial machine, is 74. And at sgme 
point, the team’s win-now fervor— 
as illustrated by the choice of 
Johnson, 41, over Beltran, 27— 
could lead to some type of crash. 

A salary cap never is going to 
happen, nor should it, given the 
health of the industry. But MLB can 
keep tweaking. A minimum payroll 
would force owners of teams such 
as the Pirates and Royals to either 
spend or sell. A competitive-bal- 
ance draft—redistributing players 
on the 40-man major league ros- 
ters—could help. So could an over- 
haul of the amateur draft. 

“I'm satisfied we've changed the 
economic landscape of the sport 
for the better,” Selig says. “Is it 
enough? That’s hard to tell right 
now.” 

It’s not enough, but it’s a start. TSN 


speedreads 


2/11/05 . SPORTING NEWS . 47 


et) Airy 
f 


Aun | 
BAS 
es ert 


DAVID DUROCHIK FOR TSN 


Fe 
| 
tat 


4 
ee eee 


2/14/05 


aA ee 


It pays to be 


the last free agent standing: 
OF Jeromy Burnitz has emerged as a hot com- 
modity even though his on-base/slugging percent- 
age was 1.057 at Coors Field last season and 
.175 on the road. Burnitz, who will turn 36 on April 
15, stands to benefit from the Cubs’ trading 
OF Sammy Sosa and agent Scott Boras’ 


\ 


initial asking price for free-agent OF 
Magglio Ordonez—a minimum of five 


years and $75 million. The Cubs, Pirates 
and Diamondbacks all are interested in 
Burnitz, who declined his end of a $3 mil- 
lion mutual option with the Rockies, > 
The Tigers’ plan, if they sign Ordonez, 
is to play him in right field and 
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alternate Rondell White and Craig 
Monroe in left. Both White and 
Monroe are righthanded hitters 
who punish lefthanded pitching, 
though Monroe was less proficient 
against lefthanders last season 
than in the past. Monroe also can 
play center. > The Brewers’ trade 
for LF Carlos Lee looks like a 
winner for the club, even if it cost 
them a valued reliever, RHP Luis 
Vizcaino. Lee, 28, is three months 
younger than OF Scott Podsednik, 
the other player who went to the 
White Sox. Brady Clark, the 
Brewers’ new center fielder, ranked 
13th in the National League with a 
415 on-base percentage after the 
All-Star break. His .385 OBP for 
the season was 72 points higher 
than Podsednik’s, though Clark had 
nearly 300 fewer plate appear-- 
ances. » By improving the 
Indians’ versatility, general manager 
Mark Shapiro is taking a page 
from his good friend, New 
England Patriots V.P. of player 
personnel Scott Pioli. IF Alex 
Cora will combine with 
2B Ronnie Belliard and 


~ BERNIE NUNEZ FOT TSN 


SS Jhonny Peralta or Brandon Phillips to give the Indians three solid play- 

ers at two middle-infield positions. IF/OF Jose Hernandez, meanwhile, can 

play seven positions, offering protection if Peralta or Phillips falters, if 

3B Aaron Boone needs rest coming off knee surgery or if manager Eric. 
Vedge wants to sit 1B Ben Broussard against certain lefthanders. > 

RHP Albie Lopez hasn't pitched since the Royals released him in June 

2003, but the Pirates are hoping he can be another Salomon Torres, who 


Now that Delgado has been hooked ... 


> 
Three things to know about Carlos Delgado joining the Marlins: 


Mi The Mets’ failure to sign Delgado, a left- 
handed hitter, will be exacerbated by the 


matchup problems he will create for them in 
the late innings of games against the 
Marlins. Felix Heredia is the only lefthanded 
reliever with major league experience on the 
Mets’ 40-man roster—and he had a 6.28 
ERA for the Yankees last season. 
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B Delgado’'s Florida-based agent, David 
Sloane, took some predictable hits from 
the New York media, but he must be 
doing something right. Delgado’s two most 
recent contracts will pay him $120 million 
from 2001 through 2008. Both deals 
were struck with low-revenue clubs at a 
time when the market was surging. 


revived his career with Pittsburgh after spending time away from the game. 
Lopez, 33, appears in excellent shape after losing more than 30 pounds. > 
Trading RHP Danny Haren to the A’s leaves RHP Anthony Reyes as the No. 1 
pitching prospect in the Cardinals’ system. Reyes’ performance at Class AA— 
6-2 with a 2.91 ERA, 102 strikeouts and 13 walks in 74% innings—in 2004 
was nearly as impressive as Haren’s breakthrough at the same level in 2003. 


B Don't expect Delgado 
to collect the MVP votes and 
postseason awards neces- 
sary to trigger his fifth-year 
option for $16 million. He 
has been in the top 10 in 
MVP voting only twice in his 
career, finishing fourth in 
2000 and second in ’03, 
and he never has played in 
the postseason. 


A Sammy 


- sanctuary 


Protected in the lineup and free of the 

baggage that piled up on him in Chicago, 
SAMMY SOSA will have no excuses if he 
fails with the Orioles By Ken Rosenthal 


t’s all on Sammy Sosa now. If he 

can’t revive himself with the 

Orioles, he never will. 

The fans in Baltimore are the 

most patient in the Northeast 
Corridor. Orioles manager Lee 
Mazzilli isn’t nearly as imposing a 
personality as the Cubs’ Dusty 
Baker. And Camden Yards, though 
not as much of a hitters park as 
Wrigley Field, is favorable to 
righthanded sluggers. 

Baltimore still is two starting 
pitchers short of presentable, but 
the Orioles finished sixth in the 
American League in runs last sea-~ 
son without Sosa, and their power- 
packed lineup should be even bet- 
ter with him in it. The A.L. East 
stage will be suitably grand for 


Sosa—the Orioles play nearly one- 
fourth of their games against the 
Yankees and Red Sox—but not 
oppressive. Put it all together, and 
Sosa, 36, couldn’t have asked for a 
better outcome, 

The Orioles were his No. 1 choice 
—yes, even ahead of the Mets, the 
team that showed the most early 
interest. The fan and media pres- 
sure in New York, combined with 
the demands of the city’s 
Dominican community, would have 
been difficult for Sosa to bear, It's 
telling that he didn’t require a con- 
tract extension to waive his no- 
trade clause for the Orioles. He 
almost certainly would have 
required one from the Mets. 

Clearly, this isn’t only about 
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Camden Yards is one of the best 
places for Sosa to show he still 
can he a star; the fences in 
Baltimore are so inviting. 


money; Sosa is forfeiting $22.5 mil- 
lion to escape Chicago, confident 
he'll restore his earning power with 
a big year. This is his chance to 
prove he’s still Sammy. That he can 
slug even under more rigorous 
steroid testing. That he can 
subjugate his ego with a new team. 
That he is a better player—and per- 
son—than he was last season, when 
; all blew up with the 


ubs, Sosa’s fall from 
grace has been 


Memo to Sammy: 
Turn down the boom 


this. He’s determined, absolutely 
determined—determined to remind 
people that he has a lot of produc- 
tive time left. 

“Everyone is dwelling 
on everything (from last 
season). Everyone has 
forgotten about every- 
thing this man has 
accomplished. Everyone 
also is living on this idea 
that, ‘If it’s Tuesday, it 
must be steroids.’ 

“In my opinion, 
Sammy Sosa will be a 
very productive player, 
in 2005 and beyond.” 

Frankly, Sosa wasn't all that bad 
in 04, even though it was his third 
consecutive season of statistical 
decline. He missed more than a 
month with strained ligaments in 
his lower back, and his .849 on- 
base/slugging percentage was his 
lowest since 1997. That figure, 
however, was equal to the percent- 
ages of Jose Guillen and Brian Giles 
and higher than those of Chipper 
Jones, Jeff Bagwell, Andruw Jones 
and Steve Finley. For all of Sosa’s 
troubles, his home run rate of one 
every 13.7 at-bats was the seventh- 
best in the N.L. 

A motivated, liberated Sosa would 
seem a good bet to rebound, at least 
for one season. But 
unless Sosa regains his 
inherent Sammy-ness, 
questions will linger. Talk 
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ae Eomonens — SO pronounced, ie aaa all i a 
orts i a that Sosa is not im- 
isthe Orioles teader FEWATE EVEN ere has lost at 
Shut up, show up, and aware that he’s east 35 pounds,” says 


play. Sosa’s fall from 
grace has been so 
Pronounced, few are 
even aware that he’s 
just 26 homers shy of 600, Some of 
the criticism of Sosa is unjust, con- 
sidering all he has accomplished 
over the past 16 seasons. But when 
you cork a bat, feud with a popular, 
charismatic manager and generally 
transform yourself into Sammy 
Diva, then walk out on your team on 
the final day of the season, you lose 
your right to a fair trial. 

Not that it matters anymore. 
Sosa’s divorce with the Cubs is 
official. Opening day—a packed 
house at Camden Yards, Barry Zito 
pitching for the A’s—will be the first 
day of the rest of his career. 

“I think Sammy will be one of the 
best pickups of the entire offsea- 
son,” says one of Sosa’s agents, Tom 
Reich. “He deserves better than 


just 26 homers 
shy of 600. 


one scout who bumped 
into Sosa in the 
Dominican. “I hardly 
recognized him.” Sosa’s 
associates scoff at talk of the 
Incredible Shrinking Sammy. Truth 
is, he probably could stand to lose a 
few pounds, anyway. 

Sosa’s body is one thing; his head 
is another. Proud as he is, he should 
be humbled by his experience in 
Chicago. The Cubs will pay a 
significant portion of his remaining 
salary for him to go away, and they 
received only Jerry Hairston and 
prospects in return, It’s difficult to 
imagine that the Cubs will be better 
without Sosa and left fielder Moises 
Alou, who hit 74 home runs 
combined last season. Yet, they 
were as desperate to get rid of Sosa 
as he was to leave. 

Hop to ft, Sammy. No more excus- 
es, no more time. TSN 
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SPOTLIGHT: 
Outfielders 


ANGELS Viadimir Guerrero is a fixture in right 
field and makes up for occasional careless 
plays with brilliant ones. CF Steve Finley is 
39, but he's in great shape. His excellent 
fange is something the team didn’t have last 
season. ATHLETICS CF Mark Kotsay returns 
to anchor the outfield. His range is among 
the best in the league. LF Eric Byrnes has 
improved but needs more polish at the plate. 
Newcomer Charles Thomas has enough 
speed and range to push for a starting spot. 
BLUE JAYS Left field duties likely will be 
split between Frank Catalanotto, who's 
returning from abdominal surgery, and Reed 
Johnson. Johnson provides speed, defense 
and power. He'll start against lefthanders. 


Guerrero 


DEVIL RAYS LF Carl Crawford will slide into 
center until Rocco Baldelli (knee) returns. 
Crawford is an emerging star who could hit 
.310 and steal 75 bases this season. If 
Delmon Young, 19, shows he's ready to con- 
tribute, RF Jose Cruz could be traded at mid- 
season. INDIANS The team expects a moti- 
vated Juan Gonzalez to start in right field, 
which would put Casey Blake in left and 
Coco Crisp in center. If Gonzalez doesn’t win 
a job, Blake could settle into right, with Crisp 
in left and Grady Sizemore in center. 
Regardless of who plays where, the outfield 
will have speed and enough power to be an 
offensive force. MARINERS The defense 
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Hit acquisition 

28 Tadahito Iguchi should be the perfect 
No. 2 hitter for the White Sox. He makes 
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solid contact, is fundamentally sound and 


has the ability to drive the ball into the gaps. 
The combination of LF Scott Podsednik and 
Iguchi at the top of the order will be one of 


the fastest 1-2 punches in the majors, 
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CORNERISHOTS The success of the Athletics’ outfield might hinge on rookie Nick Swisher, 


the probable startér in right, G.M! Billy Beane loves Swisher's patience at the Plate and,power potential. Swisher 
also turned heads with his defense ia late-season call-up lastyyear. ... Blue Jays RF Alex Rios is a five-tool play- 
er, but his extra-baS@ power might take time to fully develop. For now, he's a plus defender and baserunner with 
room to grow. ... Garret Anderson's move from center field back to left should help hinvand the Angels by saving 
his legs and putting him’back in his comfort zone. ... Red Sox RF Trot Nixon is the ultimate grinder, hardly ever 
going home with a Clean uniform. A lefthag@ded hitters he feasts on righthanded pitching. 


would be improved with rookie Jeremy Reed 
in center field and Randy Winn in left. But if 
Reed needs more minor league seasoning, 
the team could go with Winn in center and 
Raul Ibanez in left, an alignment that was 
decent in '04. ORIOLES With Jerry Hairston 
fone, Luis Matos will keep the center 
field job. Matos has Natural skills but 
has been hampered by injuries and 
inconsistency. With Sammy Sosa in 
right, Jay Gibbons can fill the team's 
hole at first base. RANGERS New 

RF Richard Hidalge adds a powerful 
arm and a potentially explosive bat. 
Fourth OF David Dellucci is a solid 
hitter when healthy and could get 
significant time in left or be used as 
a DH. RED SOX When CF Johnny 
Damon is hot, the rest of the lineup 
seems to follow suit. Damon's speed 


serves him well at the 
plate and in the field. His 
weakness is his arm. 
ROYALS The team could 
platoon players in the 
corner spots, with 
lefthanded hitters 
Terrence Long, Aaron 
Guiel and Matt Stairs, 
tighthanded hitter Eli 
Marrero and switch hitter 
Abraham Nunez as the 
prime candidates. Nunez 
has a strong—though 
erratic—arm suited for 
right field. The others can 
play either corner spot. 
TIGERS OF Bobby 
Higginson’s dimin- 

ished bat speed 

and range likely 

will reduce him to a platoon/back- 

up role behind Craig Monroe, a 

good hitter. CF Alex Sanchez’s 

speed and energy are valuable 

enough for Detroit to give him 

one more year to shore up his 

defense. TWINS CF Torii Hunter 

has become a bigger threat on 

the bases by taking great jumps 

and using his speed. Lew Ford will 

play every day as either the DH or by 
rotating among the three outfield 

spots. Ford's speed forces infielders to 
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CORRESPONDENTS: Anaheim, Doug Miller; 
Baltimore, Gary Washburn; Boston, lan Browne; 


hustle for every ground ball he hits. 

WHITE SOX With LF Scott Podsednik and 
RF Jermaine Dye, the outfield might lose 
some home run production from the '04 
unit. But the two will improve the outfield 
speed and provide an upgrade on defense. 
Podsednik will try to avoid his offensive pit- 
falls of 2004 by focusing more on reaching 
base and scoring runs. YANKEES LF Hideki 
Matsui had a significant power surge last 
season and improved his batting average. 
CF Bernie Williams isn’t the threat he once 
was, but he still is capable of posting 
respectable numbers. 


SURPRISE 
SPECIALIST 


Mike Stanton is the only lefthander in 
the Yankees’ bullpen, but RHP Felix 
Rodriguez might be the team’s specialist 


against lefthanded hitters. Stanton has had 


more success against righthanded hitters 
(.219 average) than lefties (.269). 
Rodriguez, on the other hand, limited 
lefthanders to a paltry .192 average, 
more than 80 points lower than 
righties hit against him 
(.278). 


Chicago, Scott Merkin; Cleveland, Justice B. Hill; Detroit, Jason 
Beck; Kansas City, Dick Kaegel; Minnesota, Mark Sheldon; New York, Mark Feinsand; Oakland, Doug 


Miller; Seattle, Jim Street; Tampa Bay, Paul C. Smith; Texas, Robert Falkoff; Toronto, Spencer Fordin. 
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SPOTLIGHT: Outfielders 


ASTROS The club is 
hoping to acquire a 
player who can forti- 
fy its weakest unit. 
RF Orlando Palmeiro 
likely will return to 
the bench after 
Lance Berkman 
(knee) is back. 

LF Craig Biggio is 
limited defensively. 
CF Jason Lane 
would be better as a 
corner outfielder. 
Speedy youngster Willy Taveras might get a 
longer look than expected. His defense is 
big-league ready, but his hitting is question- 
able. BRAVES CF Andruw Jones provides 
power and great defense but also goes into 
long slumps that prevent him from reaching 
elite status. RF Raul Mondesi is in top shape 
but has a reputation for being a malcontent. 
BREWERS New LF Carlos Lee will boost the 
offense and might even help the defense. 
Geoff Jenkins, a Gold Glove-caliber fielder, is 
moving from left field to right. CARDINALS 
Jim Edmonds is the N.L's most complete 
center fielder other than Carlos Beltran. 
Durability issues with LF Reggie Sanders and 
RF Larry Walker will mean plenty of at-bats 
for John Mabry, Roger Cedeno and So 
Taguchi. CUBS The club must figure out what 


to do in right field after trading Sammy Sosa. 


It is counting on a platoon of Todd 
Hollandsworth and rookie Jason Dubois to 
replace Moises Alou in left. CF Corey 
Patterson, the projected leadoff hitter, still 
must prove himself. DIAMONDBACKS The 


club hopes LF Luis 
Gonzalez will charge 
balls and quickly 
throw to the cutoff 
man, making his 
surgically repaired 
arm less ofa liabili- 
ty. Shawn Green fills 
a huge hole in right 
field. DODGERS The 
club believes 
starters Jayson 
Werth, Milton 
Bradley and J.D. 
Drew can hit 80-plus home runs combined 
and that all have the ability to play center 
field. Either Bradley or Drew will start in 
center. GIANTS LF Barry Bonds makes up for 
eroding defensive skills with good positioning 
and flashes of speed—and, of course, with 
home runs. CF Marquis Grissom still can run 
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SCOUTING 
REPORT 


Cubs RHP LaTroy Hawkins, 
forced into the closer's role last 
year because of an injury to 
RHP Joe Borowski, has the stuff to 
do the job, but he rushes too much 
and doesn’t mix his pitches well. 
Hawkins, Borowski (if healthy) and 
RHP Ryan Dempster will audition 
for the job in Spring training. 


Cardinals RHP Chris Carpenter, sidelined late last season by a rare nerve ailment 
in his pitching arm, is throwing without pain and expects to have no limitations in 


spring training. ... 


Phillies 1B Jim Thome's broken right middle finger is healed, and 


he has been hitting for the past month. Nagging injuries affected Thome's production 


last season. ... Brewers RHP Ben 


1 Sheets is ready to improve on his breakout 2004 


season after surgery to repair a painful bulging disk in his back. 


down deep balls. Moises Alou Is a proven 


veteran; he'll quickly learn SBC Park's tricky 


right field. MARLINS LF Miguel 
Cabrera and CF Juan Pierre are 
liabilities on defense. 
Cabrera lacks mobility, and 
Pierre’s arm is one of the 
weakest in the N.L. METS 
Five-tool CF Carlos 

Beltran obviously makes 
the club stronger. Mike 
Cameron reluctantly will 
move to right field after he 
returns from wrist surgery, giving 
the club two Gold Glove-caliber outfield- 
ers. LF Cliff Floyd is more valuable at the 


lillies still are waiting for 
LF Pat Burrell to repeat his big 2002 
season and are growing increasingly 
frustrated with his occasional all-or- 
nothing approach at the plate. .. 
Marlins RF Juan Encarnacion is ‘an 
elite. defender; he's surehanded and 
has a powerful throwing arm. 
The biggest question regarding 
‘Encarnacion entering 2005 is how 
well he has recovered from surgery on 
his left (non-throwing) Shoulder. 


will hit enough long fly balls, particu- 


larly in Coors Field, to put up the 
‘power numbers he had in the minor 
leagues with the Twins organization 
but has yet to produce in the majors. 
.. Xavier Nady will be a key reserve 
for the Padres, providing righthanded 
power off the bench and spelling 
UF Ryan nen and RF Brian Giles, 


plate than in the field. NATIONALS After 
using 12 outfielders in 2004, the club 


achieved some stability by acquiring 
RF Jose Guillen. The other two 
spots remain up in the air. 
Endy Chavez, Terrmel Sledge 
and Brad Wilkerson are the 
best candidates to get play- 
ing time. PADRES New 
CF Dave Roberts will provide 
speed and solid defense. 
LF Ryan Klesko and RF Brian 
Giles are average defensively. 
None of the three has a great arm. 
Klesko (nine homers in 2004) needs to 
rediscover his power. PHILLIES CF Kenny 
Lofton, 37, still can be an effective defender 
and table-setter, but he no longer is expected 
to play every day. Jason Michaels will spell 
him. PIRATES N.L. Rookie of the Year 
LF Jason Bay and veteran RF Matt Lawton 
will anchor a deep outfield. Bay is an emerg- 
ing star. Lawton, an All-Star last season with 
the Indians, adds needed pop to the top of 
the lineup. REDS The club's biggest chal- 
lenge will be fitting five players—Adam Dunn, 
Ken Griffey, Austin Kearns, Wily Mo Pena and 
Ryan Free!—into three spots. ROCKIES 
CF Preston Wilson (knee) needs to be 
healthy for the club to win early, and to be 
used as trade bait to further the team’s 
rebuilding. LF Matt Holliday, a righthanded 
batter, must hit better against lefthanders 
and on the road. 


CORRESPONDENTS: Arizona, Steve Gilbert; 
Atlanta, Mark Bowman; Chicago, Carrie 
Muskat; Cincinnati, Todd Lorenz; Colorado, © 
Thomas Harding; Florida, Charlie Nobles; 
Houston, Alyson Footer; Los Angeles, Ken 
Gumick; Milwaukee, Adam McCalvy; New York, 
Kevin Czerwinski; Philadelphia, Ken Mandel; 
Pittsburgh, Ed Eagle; St. Louis, Matthew 
Leach; San Diego, Mike Scarr; San Francisco, 
Rich Draper; Washington, Bill Ladson. 
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Millar 


Around the majors 
The RED SOX opted for 1B Kevin Millar's 
solid bat over Doug Mientkiewicz’s good 
glove, But Millar isn't the defensive liability 
some people perceive him to be. His club- 
house demeanor also is important, as he 
has kept things light in a pressure-packed 
atmosphere. ... It appears 1B Carlos 
Delgado’s arrival in Florida will push Jeff 
Conine into a utility role. Conine, the 
MARLINS’ first baseman for much of last 


season, likely will back up Delgado and 
LF Miguel Cabrera. Conine, who had 83 RBIs 


last season, will add a potent 
bat off the bench and provide 
late-inning defense. He also is 
insurance in case RF Juan 
Encarnacion has another down 
year. ... The RANGERS ' refusal 
to move Mark Teixeira from first 
base, which helped end their 
negotiations with Delgado, 
speaks volumes of how far 
Teixeira has come defensively, 
as he regularly takes hits 
away and is adept at 
scooping low throws. ... 
Scouts say BLUE JAYS 
RHP Dave Bush is unlike- 
ly to have a sophomore 
slump because of 
his personality 
and pitching 
style. Bush chal- 
lenges hitters and 
rarely beats himself 
by making mistakes. 
Pitchers like Bush usu- 
ally don’t have extended 
slumps because their com- 
mand and control remain consistent. Bush's 
main pitches are a high-80s/low-90s fastball 
and a curveball; he also throws a slider and 
a changeup. ... The CARDINALS will use 
David Eckstein at shortstop this season, but 
in 2006 he could be bumped to second, 
which better suits his arm. SS Hector Luna 
showed promise as a Rule 5 pick with the 
team last season and could be ready 
to play full time in '06 if he 
continues progressing. ... 
Don't be surprised if 

the INDIANS’ Jose 
Hernandez fills in more 
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Teixeira 


in the outfield than in the infield. With new- 
comer Alex Cora around to help out in the 
infield, the versatile Hernandez offers great 
flexibility in the outfield, particularly if Grady 
Sizemore doesn’t win the center field job and 
returns to Class AAA. ... RHP Bartolo Colon’s 
offseason stint in the Dominican winter 
league might help the ANGELS' burly ace be 
sharp at the start of this season. He started 
slowly in 2004, though part of the reason 
was an ankle injury that affected his delivery. 
Once Colon adjusted his stride on the 


signed Rich Aurilia, and he is 
expected to compete with Felipe 
Lopez for the shortstop job. 
Aurilia has been productive 
on offense most of his 
career, but he struggled 
with the MARINERS and 
PADRES in 2004, per- 
haps partly because he 
had a hairline fracture 
in his wrist. ... TIGERS 
RHP Jason Johnson, 
who has struggled 
staying fresh 
late in the 
season, 
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mound, he flourished. ... The REDS 


Keep an eye on... 


Royals RHP Runelvys 
Hernandez was so impressive in a 
recent minicamp that there’s rea- 
son to believe he can push 
RHP Zack Greinke for the No. 1 
spot in the rotation. Hernandez, 
K.C’s opening day starter in 2003, 
appears to be completely recov- 
ered from extensive elbow surgery. 
He still needs work on his breaking 
pitches and command, but he has 
made great strides. 


has altered his offseason routine and now 
incorporates power yoga. He also will scale 
back his in-season routine as the team has 
suggested. Pitching coach Bob Cluck believes 
Johnson can be a top starter if he maintains 
stamina. ... The ROCKIES think outfield 
prospect Brad Hawpe (31 home runs in 
Class AAA last season) can produce power in 
the big leagues if he adopts a consistent hit- 
ting stance. He often changes his mechanics 
depending on the situation. ... The 
YANKEES signing Rey Sanchez gives them a 
capable backup at second base, third base 
and shortstop. Sanchez, 37, has a strong 
arm, plenty of starting experience and good 
range at shortstop and second. ... Even with 
RHP John Van Benschoten (shoulder) and 
LHP Sean Burnett (elbow) out for the season, 
starting pitching remains the strength of the 
PIRATES' farm system. 
LHP Zach Duke and RHP Bryan Bullington 
could make their big-league debuts 
this summer. 


SPRING STORY LINES 


®@ Nonroster IF Low Merloni has a good chance to 
IgE t 5 g training. Merloni should prov 
everything th from utilityman Shane 
Hatter last year: a ve hands and 
the ability to make ct despite playing 
nfrequently 
@ The presence of IF Keith Ginter and 
2B Mark Ellis seems to leave little 
foom for As IF Marco Soutaro, who 
filled in admirably for an injured Ellis 
last season. Soutaro needs to show 
much more plate discipline to compete 
tor a starting job. 
tS nonroster LHP Jeff Fassero 


Jal 
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Astros SS Adam Everett, not wanting a repeat of 2004 when a pitch broke his 
wrist and ended his season early, worked on avoiding inside pitches this offsea- 
son. Everett would turn away from any ball close to him during his batting-cage 
workouts with Cubs CF Corey Patterson. Pitchers will continue to throw inside to 
Everett, knowing that bunting is a big part of his game as the No. 2 hitter. 


on the 


bullpen jobs 
BIG ins Sr 
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“Beat y'all last 
year and I'll do it 
again. Bring your 
momma and I'll 


out race her too.” 


- Billy Joe Byrnes, 
The Lugnut Boys, #49 


Play Fantasy Stock Car games at 
SportingNews.com and make the racing 
season more fun. Play against other 
stock car fans for casn prizes ° 


and tn chiit iin Rilly .loe 
and to snut up Billy JOE 
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NASCAR president Mike Helton is not as visible 
t as he once was, but he's still getting the job done. 


Helton carries 
the keys 


to NASCAR's 
ignition 


Wa s Brian France crowed over 

' | NASCAR's immense success 

i ) in 2004 and its plans for the 
future, he also deflected 

Bp | rumors of his possible 

departure. 

France, 42, succeeded his father, 
Bill France Jr., as NASCAR chairman 
in October 2003 but had to fend off 
reporters on the first day of a:pre- 
season media tour, saying, “It’s a lit- 
tle too early for me to retire.” 

As France stood up front and cen- 
ter throughout a pep rally in 
Concord, N.C., flanked by an all-star 
lineup of drivers, NASCAR president 
Mike Helton quietly observed the 
dog and pony show from the front 
row. In years past, Helton would 
have been an integral part of the 
festivities, 

As the presentation portion of 
the program ended and principals 
scattered to interview posts sur- 
rounded by journalists, Helton easi- 
ly broke away and settled into a 
corner, While a bevy of cameras 
surrounded France and the drivers, 
Helton sat alone. 

“| kind of like it over here,” 
Helton said. 

In November 2000, Helton suc- 
ceeded Bill France Jr. as NASCAR 
president, becoming the first per- 
son outside the France family 
entrusted to run the sport. He says 
he doesn't mind being out of the 
spotlight now, He accomplishes 
more behind the scenes, and he cer- 
tainly isn’t intimidated by NASCAR’s 
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from the growth of the sport and 
how specialized it has become. 

“My dad used to do it all,” she 
says. “But now it’s too big.” 

Helton has been instrumental in 
improving racing safety while keep- 
ing the action intact, partially by 
adding such key players as Gary 
Nelson and Robin Pemberton to the 
competition side of the sport. 

“Those are the guys that need to 
be out front more because they are 

the future,” Helton says. 


Helton’s = “We have a lot of depth and 

presence aS _ a Jot of talent.” 

a liaison As a former racing pro- 
changing tide. In between moter, Helton understands 
fact, he embraces competitors —_ the grass roots of racing, 
it and NASCAR is His gift as a communica- 

“A lot of it has significant. —_ tor is admired throughout 


to do with my role 
as substitute,” 
Helton says. “I’m 
still the president 
and perform my 
daily duties. As Bill 
was challenged 
with his medical 
issues, | would fill 
in for him, But 
when the transition 
went to Brian, he 
brought in a new 
generation of energy 
and ideas, and he’s 
out there on the front 
lines. That's how it’s 
designed to be, and 
that’s the way it’s sup- 
posed to be.” 
International 
Speedway Corp, 
president Lesa France 
Kennedy, Brian’s sister, 
doesn't see Helton’s role 
changing any time soon. 
“Mike has done an 
absolutely terrific job,” says 
Kennedy, his friend and a fel- 
low NASCAR board member. 
“He is such a stabilizing figure 
in our sport. I think we're 
going to rely more and more on 
Mike as we move forward.” 
Kennedy says the division of 
power at the top NASCAR stems 
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the industry, and he 
became a favorite among drivers 
while in his previous role as direc- 
tor of competition. 

“Mike is the most approachable 
person in NASCAR that I’ve ever 
worked with, and I'm talking top to 
bottom,” says Jeff Burton, driver of 
the No. 31 Chevrolet. “You can 
discuss any topic. He’s very 
straightforward, very honest. If he 
disagrees with you, he tells you 
why. 

“He’s been a huge help to 
NASCAR in understanding what the 
competitors deal with and relating 
to the competitors what NASCAR 
deals with, In many cases, there's a 
lot of things that the competitors 
don't understand until someone 
explains it. 

“He has a lot of respect for 
NASCAR—where it is, where it has 
been and where it’s going.” 

And as long as 
Helton is part of 
the equation, 
NASCAR will con- 
tinue to prosper. 

TSN 


To order our licensed 
2005 NASCAR Nextel 
Cup Season Preview, 
visit sportingnews.com/books/nascar 
or call 800-825-8508. 


Todd Parrott, crew chief 
for Elliott Sadler and 
the No. 38 Ford, is call- 
ing this week's tests at 
Las Vegas Motor 
Speedway and 
California Speedway 
“the most important of 
his career” Teams are 
reporting that the small- 
er spoilers are causing 
a possible loss of as 
much as 17 percent of 
the downforce on the 
backs of the cars. Re- 
establishing balance 
will be at the top of 
teams’ to-do lists. But 
Tony Eury Jr., crew chief 


Stewart \ s NASCAR 


tor Robert Hubbard last 7 


engineering team—20 strong, not 
including crew chiefs Chris Andrews 
and Kenny Francis—during the pre- 
season media tour last week. 
Evernham's structure is significantly 
different from what Andrews and fel- 
low newcomer Slugger Labbe were 
accustomed to at their previous jobs. 
Labbe jokes that Ray Evernham is 
the George Steinbrenner of 
NASCAR—buying talent as needed 
and doing whatever it takes to win. 
With the significant aerodynamic 
changes to the cars and the debut of 
the Dodge Charger, a large engineering staff will be imperative in get- 
ting the organization's three cars up to speed. > Kasey-Kahne is one 
of a fortunate few going into this week's tests because he has a feel 
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Evernham 
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Kahne 
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for Michael Waltrip and the No. 15 Chevrolet, says that the spoiler changes might for the new tires after testing the compounds and construction for Goodyear with 
be too radical, adding that NASCAR could overturn the new rules early in the sea- the new aero package. “I enjoy driving cars like that, but it's going to make'it real 
son if there are too many problems. > After last week’s tour of the new 105-acre difficult to race” Kahne says. “After four or five laps, you really lose a lot of grip” 
Penske Racing campus, there’s no question which NASCAR organization has the Kahne was one of four drivers allowed to test for Goodyear. He and Jimmie 

official Garage Mahal. Since 1990, Penske South had expanded into several build- Johnson tested at Atlanta, and Stewart and Sadler tested at Texas. > Speaking of 
ings, and Roger Penske thought it would be more efficient to consolidate. Penske Kahne, it seems that the bad blood between him and fellow USAC champ Stewart 
guided a personal tour of the new fan walk that stretches the length of a football has dissipated—at least from their crew chiefs’ perspectives. “Zippy (Greg 

field and overlooks his three Cup teams’ work bays, just one section of the Zipadelli, Stewart's crew chief) and | vacationed together in Cancun over New 
424,697-square-foot facility, 5 Evernham Motorsports introduced its entire Year's,’ says Tommy Baldwin, Kahne's chief. “So everything is cool.” 


NASCAR's 


manifest destiny 


New York still tops International Speedway 
Corp's track project list, but president Lesa 
France Kennedy says the Northwest remains 4 
priority market despite the initial site selection 
falling through. “It was unfortunate, but there's 
a lot of nice sites in that area,’ France says. “It 
hasn't distracted us at all from moving to the 


Northwest, and we still believe the Northwest 
will be an excellent market for us. There are a 
lot of fans in the Northwest, and we want the 
community to be behind us,” i 
Kennedy says that the New York project is 
moving at a slower pace than expected, but she 
believes racing there should be a reality before 
the end of the decade. 
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A pension plan for NASCAR Cup drivers is absolutely ludicrous. Two words of advice: financial planning. After 10 
years on the tour, there's not a driver who can't afford to retire. 


If Kevin Harvick is looking for honesty in 2005, how's this: You posted subpar numbers 

in 2004, it has been 51 races since your last victory, and you didn't care enough 
about your team to show up for Daytona testing, The No. 29 team’s performance is 
hardly reminiscent of pre-2001 Goodwrench days. Truth hurt? 


The late Jeff Turner's shoes will be impossible to fill at Hendrick Motorsports, but 
the promotion of Marshall Carlson to general manager is a step in the right direc- 
tion. Carlson, 32, worked his way through the ranks and has a firm understanding of 
Hendrick’ holdings. Carlson, who is Rick Hendrick’s son-in-law, will balance the inter- 
ests of the Hendrick family and its race teams. 


Jason Leffler is hoping the second time around at Joe Gibbs Racing will be a charm. 
His stock car experience is beneficial, as is the financial commitment from FedEx. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


mhayes @ sportingnews.com 


t some point next week in a 

courtroom in Memphis, col- 

lege football will take one 

giant-leap backward when 

the gavel strikes and a trial 
ends. From then on, it’s only going 
to get worse. 

It’s easy to turn apathetic 
because of the monotonous annual 
stories of rogue boosters infiltrating 
college campuses. Now the same, 
slimy corruption has found its way 
into high school football, soiling the 
system before it ever takes root. 

In the week that we celebrate 
national signing day and the antici- 
pation of another season, we also 
finally must acknowledge the seedy 
underside of recruiting. 

“It’s enough to make the hair on 


Three's a crowd 


I've got a high school star, and the bidding starts 
at $10,000. Who wants in? 


the back of your neck stand up,” 
says Grant Teaff, executive director 
of the American Football Coaches 
Association. “We can’t overlook it 
anymore.” 
We can't overlook it anymore. 
Especially after a high school 
football coach in Memphis, Lynn 
Lang, went on the stand last week 
and admitted to offering a player, 
Albert Means, to the highest bidder. 
Seven schools offered money for 
the big defensive tackle; the winner, 
Alabama, paid $150,000 to the 
coach, who auctioned off a 17-year- 
old kid without a hint of remorse. 
We can't overlook it anymore. 
Especially after Miami coach 
Larry Coker stood up at last 
month's AFCA annual meeting and 


Unless Brent Schaeffer makes significant 
strides in spring practice, Tennessee's two-quarter- 


back system will end in April. 


Although Schaeffer hasn't publicly spoken about 
the Vols’ quarterback situation, he likely will transfer 
at the end of spring drills if he doesn't win the job. 
Erik Ainge, one of the nation's top freshmen last 
season, Is the projected starter, and Schaeffer and 


ausen are the backups. 


> hurdle for Schaeffer—a gifted and dynamic 
ck-isn't necessarily his ability. It's 
2's offensive philosophy. The Vols want to 
ball and throw off play-action, and that 
it mesh with Schaeffer's ability to break 
containment and make plays. That's why Clausen 
fared so Well as the starter last season, when both 
and Schaeffer were injured. Clausen isn’t 
assarily the most gifted player, but his skills fit 
Vols want to do'on offense. 
er spring practice, he will 
30n but still would have two 


ting, N.C 


the Vols on signing day. 


te and Kansas 
when he chose 


‘Street agents are sliming 
the system 


demanded something be done to 
curtail what many call “street 
agents.” 

That’s right; these brokers are so 
slippery, so sleazy, they’ve been 
tagged with their own disparaging 
nickname that sounds like some- 
thing out ofaB movie. ~ 

Here’s how it works: A high 
school coach or a “longtime friend” 
of the family—or wait, how about 
scumbag?—leeches onto a young 
kid in junior high school. This 
child—because that's what he is at 
that age—usually is being raised by 
a single mother. Her son, who can 
run faster than anyone on the block 
and is 3 inches taller and 20 pounds 
heavier than most high schoolers, is 
desperate for a father figure. 


“ Astreet agent might be 
steering recruits away ~ 
from Coker and Miami, _ 


So the scumbag, err, street agent, 
forms a relationship with our junior 
high schooler. Buys him a shirt or 
lunch here and there, feeds his 
head with grandiose dreams. By the 
time Our young star is a high school 
senior, the scumbag—who now 
magically becomes our star’s 
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“mentor”—is brokering deals with 
colleges. 

“It’s disgusting,” Coker says. 
And it’s not just in Memphis— 
and it’s not just in college football. 

College basketball has similar 
problems with AAU coaches who 
wrest control of players from their 
parents and high school coaches. 
Street agents have been around for 
years in college football, that 
annoying noise rattling in the closet 


'Yp Matt Leinart has minor elbow surgery and now everyone knows 
4 why he passed up the NFL. Don't believe it. Southern 
California's Heisman Trophy-winning quarterback |6ves the 

college life; it's as simple as that. He could have entered the 

draft, had the surgery and still been a top 10 pick. 


You can have Aaron Rodgers, Alex Smith or any other quarterback in this 
year’s NFL draft. I'll take Auburn's Jason Campbell, who, by the end of next 


that no one wants to 
acknowledge. After last 
week’s trial slapped a price 
tag on it, it no longer can 
be ignored. 

The scumbag testified 
he bought cars and went to 
strip clubs with his loot. 
Meanwhile, our star left the 
school that paid for his 
services after one year, 
returned home to Memphis 
and spent the next three 
years on the University of 
Memphis’ football team. He 
now is a potential late- 
round pick in April’s NFL 
draft, and although he has 
the ideal size for a defen- 
sive tackle, scouts say he’s 
lazy, has weight issues and 
takes plays off. 

No wonder. 

When Coker brought up 
the street agent issue at 
last month’s AFCA meeting, 
he said it could develop 
into something that could 
seriously damage the 
sport. Coker won't state 
publicly his reasons for ini- 
tiating the discussion at 
the meeting, but sources say he is 
upset because he believes recent 
high-profile recruits from Miami 
were steered away from the 
Hurricanes by a street agent who 
once coached high school football 
in South Florida. 

South Florida or South Dakota, 
what's the difference? 

We can’t overlook it anymore. 
TSN 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


FOX announced that the BCS bowls will be further separated on the schedule 
beginning after the 2006 regular season—the season in which “double hosting” 
of BCS games begins. The national championship game that season won't be 
played until January 8, 2007. But the Rose Bow! still will have a game on 
January 1, no matter what, after 2006. Here we have the first of many future 
chinks in the BCS: The bowls are bickering amongst one another. The Sugar, 
Orange and Fiesta think the Rose is running the show. Uh, gentlemen? 
Without the Rose, you have no BCS. Deal with it. 


season, will make some NFL general manager look like a genius. 


Find out if your school’s recruiting class ranks in the top 25 at msn.foxsports.com, 


keywords: college football. 
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New Utah coach Kyle Whittingham 
already is putting his stamp on the 
program. Whittingham’s new offen- 
sive coordinator, Andy Ludwig, is 
revamping the Utes’ spread option 
offense. Ludwig, hired away from 
Oregon as offensive coordinator 
quarterbacks coach, says the 
changes will be noticeable. There will 
be tight ends and fullbacks and 
quarterbacks under center. Ludwig, 
who coached QB David Carr at 
Fresno State, says the offense will be 
a combination of those he led at 
Fresno State and Oregon while still 
retaining some of the principles of 
Utah's spread offense. Sophomore- 
to-be Brian Johnson is the projected 
Starter at quarterback, although 
Ludwig says incoming freshman 
Kevin Dunn and walk-on Danny 
Southwick will compete for the job 
in fall camp. > Michigan is in the 
initial planning stages of renovations 
to Michigan Stadium, a $150 million 
to $200 million project that will 
eliminate 4,000 seats afterthe addi- 
tion of luxury suites and restrooms 
and a wider seating configuration. 
This has caused an uproar among 
the nation’s most vocal alumni. Why? 
The renovations, which would make 
Michigan Stadium the most elite 
facility in the nation (trust us, it’s not 
now), also mean Penn State’s Beaver 
Stadium would have the nation’s 
latgest capacity, Seriously, that’s why 
the alumni are upset. How about 
being upset that your defense gave 
up 890 yards and 75 points in the 
last two games of the season against 
one-dimensional offenses? > Rice 
coach Ken Hatfield will try again 
this spring to move his option 
offense into the 21st century by 
adding spread option principles. 
Hatfield tinkered with the idea in 
2001, but an injury to then-QB Kyle 
Herm forced him to junk the switch. 
Current QB Joe) Armstrong has a 
strong arm, and Hatfield wants to 
give him more time to read the 
defense by using the spread option’s 
shotgun formations. More mid- 


major 7 


coaches =a - 
and athletic § lites’ 
directors should follow 

UTEP coach Mike Price’s stance on 


scheduling. Price recently dumped 
his 2005 season-opening game at 
Oregon even though it called for a 
$450,000 payday. Publicly, the UTEP 
administration says it wanted 
another home game next season. 
The reality: Why should UTEP play at 
Oregon if the Ducks won't play a 
game at El Paso? If more mid-major 
teams back out of one-game road 
contracts, it will force BCS teams to 
schedule more games against 
Division I-AA opponents—not a good 
selling point to prospective season 
ticket holders. Oregon replaced UTEP 
with I-AA 
Montana. 


there’s 
any doubt 
Jo ey's days 

as Nebraska's starting quarterback 
are coming to an end, check out 
the Huskers’ star-filled recruiting 
class. The key players: QBs Zac 
Taylor and Harrison Beck. A junior 
college transfer, Taylor will compete 
with Dailey and Jord ns and 
could win the job as soon as this 
spring. But coach Bill Callahan 
likely will wait until after fall 
camp—when Beck enters the mix—° 
to name a starter. Dailey was 86th 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


in the nation in pass efficiency last 
year but will begin spring practice 
as the starter. The staff's big 
concern: Dailey didn’t show 

SS over the course of the 
season and finished with a poor 


touchdown-to-interception ratio of 
17 to 19 
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kyorio @ sportingnews.com 


Apparently, fans have the same loyalty to the players as most players 
have to their teams. The people have spoken: Bring on the replacements. 


Desperately seeking skating subs 


et’s imagine, for a moment, 

that labor law regarding 

declaring a lawful impasse 

isn’t more subjective than a 

diving call. Let’s pretend the 
league is putting itself on a track to 
have a lawful-impasse declared that 
would, in turn, allow the NHL to 
implement its economic system. So 
here we are—impasse declared, cap 
implemented, players on strike and 
owners bringing in replacement . 
players. 

And that brings us to the fans. 
You remember the fans. What would 
the fans do? What would you do? 

First, consider what the current 
NHL players would do. Some might 
cross the line and compete as 
replacements, but most replace- 
ments likely would be young or 
fringe players—not the league’s 


G Follow the CBA fallout at msn.foxsports 


biggest stars. So it seems logical 
that most people wouldn’t want to 
watch a lower-level game played by 
unknowns. 

But keep in mind that remaining 
loyal to specific players has been 
difficult for years, as players follow 
dollar signs to new Cities and trades 
make the term franchise player comi- 
cally antiquated. In this climate, is 
the idea of fans-handing over hard- 
earned cash to see skating temps 
that far-fetched? 

A poll by FOXSports.com gave us 
the answer, and NHL players should 
be a little concerned. 

With about 9,900 votes cast, 64 
percent said they would pay to see 
replacement players. So a majority 
of these NHL fans would be willing 
to rip the Roenick off their authentic 
jerseys and root for whoever is on 

the home team. 


m, keyword; NHL. Of course, there 


_ With unconfirmed rumors that a 
__ soft-cap system is on the table, the 


tax system—the same type of system the NHL has sworn 
won't work and said it won't accept. If the league does 
make a soft-cap deal, it will be capitulating, But don't 
declare a players victory just yet. These things are like big 
trades—it takes years to analyze the outcome. After all, the 
last collective bargaining agreement was declared a huge 
victory for the owners, and the players obviously got the 


_ labor dispute once again has league would be unprepared. > Update 

~ become about semantics. The “soft from Europe: A possible season-end- 

cap,’ which would tax teams that ing wrist surgery took Modo C Peter 
exceed a payroll threshold, is a luxury Forsberg out of the running for 


know and must have multiple contingency plans. 
This obviously is not an area in which the 


the Swedish Elite League scoring 
title—and ruined a sentimental 
reunion with Canucks LW Markus 
Naslund, whose first Modo game 
was the one in which Forsberg 
was injured. Panthers LW Kristian 
Huselius led the league in 


was a caveat. In the hundreds of 
e-mails that arrived with the votes, 
most people wanted assurance of 
much lower ticket prices to see 
minor leaguers. 

A few voters even thought that an 
NHL roster spot might open up for 
them. Of course, NHL general man- 
agers wouldn't troll local beer 
leagues for second-line centers. 
Those filling the spots of the 
players’ association members would 
be professionals from different lev- 
els, and most of them would be 
players who wouldn't have to worry 
about recrimination or retaliation if 
they ever made it to the NHL after 
the real players returned. But it’s 
good to have a dream. 

One of the best e-mails came from 
a 13-year old looking for clarification 
on replacement players, asking if 
only the old players would be 
replaced. Now that’s an idea. How 
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lapf ig on Long 
aes fi where gen- 
eral manager Mike 


listening 
Pens ioe arm 


should follow Milburys lead. 


about replacing the old players and 
those whose only skills are dumping 
the puck and hitting from behind? 
No such luck, All union skates would 
be emptied, no matter the age or 
ability. 

Of course, for way too many peo- 
ple, the issue of replacement players 
is irrelevant. Plenty of Blackhawks 
fans wrote to say they wouldn't 
know the difference. TSN 


better of that one. > With a negotiating strategy that leaves 
the league unwilling to declare a drop-dead date, fans are 
left hanging. Is the league willing to play a 28-game sea- 
son? A 30-team Stanley Cup playoff tournament without 
any regular-season games? NHL vice president Bill Daly 
Says the league isn't at a point where it knows how few 
pe would constitute a viable season. Of course, it does 


PRESSENS BILD, JONAS EKSTROMER/ AP 


scoring heading into last weekend. > The 
AHL All-Star Game has turned into the NHL 
young-stars game. Twenty players on the 

25-man Canadian roster played at least one 
game in the NHL last season, and more than a 
few were full-timers, including Bruins © Patrice 
aii and Senators C Jason Spezza. 


Forsberg 
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BY CHRIS BAHR 


It started even before Doug 
Mientkiewicz secured the ball in 
his glove (and later in a safe- 

*“ deposit box) for the final out of 
the World Series. Fantasy owners were firing 
keeper questions to Fantasy Source’s Daily 
Mail feature. Well, we have an answer: Our 
website now features keeper rankings for 
every position, in addition to traditional 
positional rankings. 

If you're torn between Mark Mulder and Tim Hudson or wondering 
whether Jimmy Rollins is a better keeper than Nomar Garciaparra, we can 
help. And who couldn't use some help with keeper leagues? They are a 
challenge. 

Live in the now. Why make moves that could bolster your roster in two 
years while hurting your squad this season? Being in a keeper league doesn't 
mean you should voluntarily go through a rebuilding phase. Don't deal a 
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Rollins 


BRENDAN ROBERTS ANSWERS YOUR QUESTIONS 


Any thoughts on where the ideal draft slots will be this year? 
Jeff Boggis, Atlanta 


Jeff: You can't go wrong anywhere in the fourth through seventh spots, 
although No. 4 probably is the best. In my mind, Alex Rodriguez, Albert 
Pujols, Vladimir Guerrero and Carlos Beltran are a clear top four, and that 
4-spot allows you to pick the final one of that group and then get a good 
second-rounder. After No, 4, the picks will be all over the board. I try to 
avoid taking a pitcher in the first round. Other than maybe Johan Santana, 
pitchers scare me because of their inconsistency. 


To submit a question to our fantasy experts, click on Daily Mail at 
fantasygames.sportingnews.com/baseball. 


TIP OF THE WEEK 


Spring training games are nearly a 
month away, and the games that 
count don’t start until April. In the 
meantime, TSN’s newest Strat-O-Matic 
offering, FantaSim Baseball, can help 
you scratch your fantasy itch. How’s 
this for a unique experience: Team 
owners have a $280 salary cap to 
spend on 25 all-time great players. 
Unlike typical Strat-O-Matic leagues, 
FantaSim is not all about winning 
during the 162-game simulated 
season. Instead, the focus is on having 
players rack up stats in the 5x5 
fantasy categories. Is it better to have 
Babe Ruth swatting 50 homers or 
Bobby Bonds swiping 40 bases (and 
at half of Ruth's cost)? Play the game, 
and find out for yourself. —Rob Hurit 
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Warm up for your 2005 fantasy league by playing FantaSim Baseball at 
fantasygames.sportingnews.com. 


Insights from the editors of Fantasy Source Baseball, your online 
fantasy authority: fantasyoames.sportingnews.com/baseball. 


proven stud for a prospect who might shine in 
2007. Keeper strategies might vary, but the 
goal—winning—remains the same. 

Find the right mix. If you have five keeper 
spots, don't lock up three starting pitchers, a 
closer and an outfielder. Balance is key, and 
you want to address both pitching and 
offense. Generally, it makes sense to keep 
more elite hitters than pitchers, so aim for 
three position players and two hurlers. You 
also will need to mix in some youngsters with 
your veterans. 

Know your competition. This is true in any 
setup, but it’s even more important with keep- 
ers. For example, if you are going to expose the versatile Ryan Freel and hope 
to draft him later, make sure you have a feel for when he will be in demand. 
Freel might not have a starting job now, but his 40-steal potential makes him 
attractive to 5x5 ewners. 


JAY DROWNS /TSN 


Garciaparra 


S \ For the latest player rankings, updates and analysis, visit Fantasy Source at 
fanta Mes.sportingnews.com/baseball. 


RANKINGS 


Second base is a necessary 
evil for fantasy owners. Last sea- 
son, only two second basemen 
hit 25 or more homers; only two 
second basemen among those 
eligible for a batting title hit bet- 
ter than .300; and only two 
scored 100 or more runs. There 
are a few elite options, then a 
severe drop in talent. Values can 
be had later, though, if you spot 


“»>Second basemen 


é 1 RAN GERS Alfonso ee, 


: Rangers 
2 Pedget Jeff Kent 
= Dodgers 
3 | Afldtn Marcus Giles 
Braves 


4 MARINERS Bret Boone the hidden gems. 
~ Mariners Sleeper: Todd Walker, Cubs. 
¢: VM ieeclees ae Loretta Walker hit 45 home runs in 372 
——ew= Padres at-bats last season. He'll have a 


in GELS “= Chone Figgins 


ay Angels chance to hit 
Jose Vidro ee ew 
PipTuoayS Nationals Shea 
Jose Reyes Mark Grudzie- 
Re Mets lanek's 
Ray Durham departure to 
GIANTS Chis St. Louis. 
7 | | | j | Tony Womack ‘Stumbier: 
| Yankees i Tony Womack, 
D Sxioted Brian Roberts & Yankees. 
Orioles = Womack, 35, 
> = J Juan Uribe is set up for 
: v4 White Sox a fall after far 
Ma BLins Luis Castillo > surpassing 
seinen Marlins ~ career norms 
‘eoeepey Viark Bellhorn in batting 
: 1 Red Sox average and on-base percentage 
mT Becbaet Cuddyer last season with the Cardinals. 
aes ems He also must adjust to the 
DLovORAy, pero Miles Amelie teenie 
Rockies zs 
Hidden gem: Chone Figgins 
|] , wghiaid 
J} | GR Tots Walker Angels. Figgins qualifies at seo- 


Doma Orlando Hudson 

Blue Jays 

yPhive Placido Polanco 
Pics Phillies 


F D'Angelo Jimenez 
D ent ty Reds $ 


ond base, shortstop, third base 
and outfield in many fantasy ~ 
leagues. The Angels will start 
him at second in place of injured 
Adam Kennedy. —George Winkler 
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There is absolutely, positively NO WAY the Eagles can win... 


A sure thing? Brady is as close as it gets 


t’s possible the Eagles will score. 

They’re good. They're in the 

Super Bowl. It’s possible Donovan 

McNabb will get the ball to gimpy 

Terrell Owens. It’s possible the 
Eagles can win. They're one of two 
teams that could win. I learned my 
lesson in 1983 when I said Jim 
Valvano's N.C. State basketball team 
had no chance to beat Houston in the 
national-championship game. All 
things are possible. Trees can tap 
dance, elephants can drive at Indy, 
and John Madden can rip a towel off 
Nicollette Sheridan. The Eagles can 
win. The Patriots will win, 24-0. 

Pundits chained to typing 
machines then will furrow their deli- 
cate brows while measuring the 
immeasurable: Who’s the best? These 
Patriots or the Cowboys of a decade 
ago? What about the Montana 49ers? 
Pittsburgh’s Steel Curtain? Do we put 
Bill Belichick in a sentence with Vince 
Lombardi, the Patriots in a paragraph 
with the hallowed Packers? 

But wait. We shouldn’t get ahead of 
events. Anything is possible. The sec- 
ond half of that basketball game, Houston coach 
Guy Lewis ordered his Phi Slamma Jamma run- 
ners and dunkers to walk. Lewis must have slept 
through the first half and woke up thinking he 
was Dean Smith. Now, maybe Belichick will 
experience a similar brain seizure. Maybe he'll 
channel Amos Alonzo Stagg and use the Janet 
Jackson Memorial Halftime to install the single- 
wing. The Eagles could hope for that. 

Not that it would help, not when the Patriots 
have Joe Montana at quarterback—er, Tom Brady. 
I get the two mixed up because every Super Bowl 
story that isn’t about Terrell Owens’ ankle is 
about how Tom Brady is Joe Montana, only taller 
and with a scruffy red beard. The amazing thing 
is, | almost believe it. This, after 15 years rebuff- 
ing all suggestions that anyone is as good as 
Montana. All that John Elway stuff, forget it. 
Peyton Manning, when he wins a Super Bowl, get 
back to me. 
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With and without the beard, Brady keeps proving hi 


“on 


Still, before the AFC championship game, one 
misguided pundit (me) declared that if Manning 
and Brady were to switch teams, the Patriots 
would be the best team ever. The thinking, if you 
could call it thinking, was that Manning is the 
superior passer and would move the Patriots up 
that one little bit necessary to stand alongside 
the great dynasties. And here I confess the uncon- 
fessable. | was stupid. 

What, had I forgotten what Brady had done? 
Twice the MYP in Super Bowl victories? 
Undefeated in eight playoff games? 

Here’s how good the guy is. So good that peo- 
ple think he’s taller than he is. Odd, but Jim 
Johnson said it. He’s the Eagles’ defensive coordi- 
nator, the m&%n whose neck is next on the guillo- 
tine. Reporters asked Johnson what stood out 


about the Patriots. He said, “No question, Brady. 


And how big he is, and how he Stands tall in that 
packet. He's 6-5 (listed at 6-4), and it seems like 
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he’s 6-9 back there. Nothing bothers 
him.” 

Johnson then tried to define the 
indefinable, as to what Brady has 
that Montana had: “Just the cool- 
ness of him.” 

Hmm, is that a song? The 
Coolness of Him. Should be. “Cooler 
than the other side of the pillow,” 
the old Lions linebacker Wayne 
Walker said of Montana. Brady 
does not move in the pocket with 
the flowing grace of Montana. He 
does move with an athletic certain- 
ty born of confidence that whatev- 
er happens back there, he can han- 
dle it. 

Brady also has what all great 
passers have and what Montana 
had best of all. Jim Johnson on 
Brady again: “He has great vision 
downfield. ... He has the knack to 
go back and find the second and 
third receiver all the time. He finds 
the people that are open.” 

Sometimes, when they’re not 
open, he helps them get open. 
Consider that rip-their-heart-out 
pass early against the Steelers. Jerome Bettis 
couldn't make a fourth-down yard, and the 
Steelers lost the bail at the Patriots’ 40. First 
play, Brady sent everybody deep and looked a 
defender into the middle, freeing up Deion 
Branch one-on-one with a novice Steelers corner- 
back—and Brady put the ball in the air 50 yards, 
a feather into Branch’s hands, 60 yards for the 
touchdown. Cool. Patriots, 10-0. On the way to 41 
points against a team with the NFL’s best defen- 
sive statistics. 

It is Tom Brady’s world, and the rest of us are 
just visiting. So it’s difficult to find criticism of 
him, though not impossible. A pundit named Jim 
Buzinski, writing for the gay sports website 
OutSports.com, scolded the nonpareil with a sen- 
tence unprecedented in sports journalism, 

“Ditch the beard!” Buzinski told Brady. “You 
look like a Serbian rock star, and that’s not meant 
as a compliment.” TSN 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


Name: Tim Brande 


Position: Sporting News Radio Host 
Experience: Cbs Sports studio 
Host & Play-by-Play Announcer 


Height: 23” (give or take) 
Weighr: Doesnt matter 
Born: Febéruary 27; IFBC. 


High profile celebrity...leader..team Player..entertaining...engaging... 
passionate...credible witty...opinionated..delivers unique perspective on 
sports...b6rings IB solid years of national television and media 
experience...hard hitting interviewer with rare Combination of 
fough journalistic integrity and Iikeability..rises above the Competition... 
takes listener calls...appeals to sports junkies and Casual fans. 
nationwide with topics ranging from the serious to the 
sublime...doesnt shy away from Controversy..grear personality... 
this g4y gets it...a myst listen...a Hall Frame Talent! 


monday - riday 


THE 
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~ SHOW 


SportingNews 
SportingNews 


Listen on the Sporting News Radio affiliate nearest you 
or listen online at www.sportingnews.com. Check your local listings. - 
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